2 - tas ht 1a Ne | P PRI AL He Yn SELLE LI 
ere ee ‘ : ‘ Banihind F : : ; ; z Z 


oes 


a ee ee is . bia . pee 


Nuhit Carter Brown 
Library 


Broun University 


iy @ 


A TRYALL OF THE 


NEW-CHVRCH WAY 


IN NEW-ENGLAND AND IN OLD, 


Wherein are handied thefe Queftions following, 


4. Whether a flinted forme of Prayer and [et Liturgie be unlawfull, 
2, Whether it be unlamfull tofoyne in Prayer, or receive the Sacraments where a ftine 
ted Liturgie ws ufed. | 


3. Whether the children of godly ana approved ( briftians be not to be baptized till their 


parents be (et-members of [ome particular C ongregation, 


4. Whether the parents viicm/elves being of approved pietse, ought not to be received to 


© 


the Lords Supper, untill they be firft admitted as [et-members, 

5. Whether the power of Excommunication, Gc. be fo inthe body of the (burch, thag 
What the major part foall allow, that mustbe done, though the Paftors and Gover- 
mors, and part of the A [lembly be of anather minde., and peradventure upon more 
fubftantiall reafons. 


6. Whether thofe thar are admitted as fet-members, ought not to depart or removes 


without the confent of that Congregation whereof they are members, 


7. Whether a Minifter be [oa Minister to a particular Congregation, that if they dif | 


like, or leave him, he utterly ceafeth to be a Minifter. 


8. Whether a Minifker may not performe minifteriall afls to amother (Congregation 


then his owne, 
9. Whether members of one Congregation, may not communicate in another, 


By that learned and godly Minifter of Curisr, 
Joun Batt, of Whitmore. 


Penned a litcle before his death, and fent over to the New. England 
Minilters , Anno 1 637. As areply.toan Anfwer of theirs in juftification — 


of the faid P ofitions, 
Now publifbed( by accafion mentioned in the Eviftle to the Reader following in the next’ 


page ) upon the defire of many godly and fathfull Mintfters, in and about the Citie | 


of London, who love and feek the trut. 
By Wiiriam Rarusanp and Simeon Asu. 
I Theft. Led ae Prove all thangs, held faft that which: is good, 
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: Tothe Reader. | 
Good Readers dA es . 
gore Pon the receipt of the Anfwer returned ‘uttto the Nine Pofitions, 


’ 5 ° ° 
the fame hand were delivered : Hereupon another Copic was 


from New England deficed, and accordingly prepared in the yeare following. In 
the meane time, the Anfwer being tendered to the Preffe, ic was jucged more 
meete to. keepe the Reply in readineffe to attend the publifhing ofthe Anfwer, then 
co part with it inthe other way. This intelligence was the la{t yeare conveyed.in- 
to New England, fince which time, there hath been an expectation to fee that in 
Print, whichnow is fent abroad to open view. By this Relation it is manifeft who 
are voluntiers, and who are preffed to come forth as defendants in thefe Controver- 
fies. °Thefe differences betwixt the loving Brethren of old 2 ngland.and New, 
had not been made thus notorious, if fome who.cry up the Church way in New 
England, as the only way of God, had not been forward, to. blow them abroad in 


the world. But furely the providence of God is remarkeable in bringing thele que- 
ftions into debate at this time. when the. Minifers of the Gofpell from all the 
Counties in the Kingdome are called together by both houfes of Parliament, to 
confult about the healing of our breaches, which are very many and dangerous : 
The Copie of this Reply being committed to our cuflodie we are neceflitated to ap- 
pearein the publication of it : yet we fhall preface nothing concerniag the Trea- 
tife 1 felfe, becaufe our known refpe&s. to the reverend and j udicious Author will 
fender us partiall,and our teftimony can adde no credit to his works, which withall 
indifferent Readers will plead fufficiently for their own acceptance.If this difcourfe 
fhall addeany. difcovery of light unto them, who defire a found judgement in the 
SORRONEH here agitated, our end is obtained, and our prayers anfwered, 
who.ate- | 


CASS 05h Maller Ball moved by the requeft of Brethren, drew up this re~ 

wi y Me i ply. which upon perufall and joynt approbation, was direed 
WPA gsi unto the reverend Elders of the feverall Churches in New Exg- 
io. 7 6S) land. The Reply. fent mifcarrying in the hand, to which it was 
r 


ONG SKI cominitted, though both Letters and printed Bookes trufted in 


Thy Servants in and for the truth, 
7 Simeon Ath, 

: ~ ‘William Rathband. 
A 3 | 
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The Letter of thofe Minifters in England, who tequelted to 
koow the judgement of their Brethren in New England,in - 
Nine pofitions, whcreinthe reafons of this their Z 


requeft, are truly reported. 
(Reverend and beloved Brethren) 


on; AY, Hiles we lrved together in the fame Kingdome, we profeffed the fame, faith, 
| 
f 
| 
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oa 7% uuto bis kingdome, and maintained the puritie of worflip againit corrupti- 
Ee WR 


| 

| be the common Tenents in New England, which are received wih great applanfe, 
a) 

| 

} 
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leffe szaginations, an1inralb and inconfiderate xeale to deale with that which is af God. 
; S ‘ 
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1 A Letter of thefe Minifters in England &c. 
from that truth which you did profeffe, and embrace that for trath.which in former times 


upon (ound grounds you did condemne as erroneous, we hope you will vot be offended. Y on 
kzow how oft it harh beene objetked, that Non-conformifts in pratlice are S epararifis in 
heart, but that thy goe croffeto their ov politions, or [mother the truth for finifter ends. 
They of the Separgtion boast that they ftand upon the Non-conformsjs grounds. A 
wainglorious floursh and fleight pretence. Bat both thefe are much countenanced by yeur 
fudden change if you be changed, as it ss reported. How fhall your brethren bee able.to 
ftand up inthe defence of their innacencies and the uprightneffe of their caufe, when your 
_ example and opinion {hall be cakt 1n thes di{b? Ad aft they leave you now, with whom 

shey have held fociery ? Or will you p lead for Separation, which you have condemned a8 
ralh and inconfiderate? You know that thy who have run this way have fallen imo ma 
nifold divifions, and may not you jufPly feare, left the fame befall you? Some warnings 
you have had already, and have you not ciufeto feare every day more and more? E rrossr 
is very frusfull and will lpread apace. eA cracke wn the foundation wsay occafion a wide 
breach in the building.where there will not be means,or mind to amend it. Experience e- 


very day may tutour us herein. But to let paffe all inconveniences, our requeft. in all - 


-meecknelfe andlove és, that if thefe, or a of the foremsentioned opinions be indeed your 


Tenexts, you would be pleafed to take a fecond review of your grounds, and (end ws Jour 
frongeff reafons that have fivayed yon in thefe matrers: and if we (hall find them upon 
due examination to be fach as will carry weight, we fhall be veady to give yout he rig ht 
hand of fellomfhip ; if otherwsfe you [hall recesve our juft and modeft animadverfions. tn 
what we conceive you have erred from the truth, You will not judge, if we cannot ap- 
prebend the fPrength of your grounds, it is becaufe we love not the truth, or bee carryed 
with by-refpetts ( though thefe conceipts prevaile too much : ) Such rigid and har{h cen- 
fires cannot lodge in mecke and humble breafts. Weighty reafens promote the truth not 
unadvifed judging. You your felucs have judged that to be errour, which now you take 
to be truth when yet you were not blinded with by-re{petts, nor hudwinked your eyes,that 
you might not fee the light. And tf you have juft warrant from God to pull downe what 
you have builded, and ta build what you have pulled dawne, we defire you would loving- 
ly and maturely impart it. for as yet we have feene none, which we are not ready to prove, 
and fhew by the rule of truthto be too weake to carry any burthen, | 
We adore with you the fulneffe of the Scripture, and we know the Counfell of the Lord 
fhall ftand : if youcan (hew that you walke 1n the wayes of God, we {hall heartily rejoycc 
to walke with you : but sf you have turned afide, we (hall earnestly defire that you would 
be pleajed fertonfly to confider the mzater, and fpeedsly reforme, what 13 out of order. 
Thus not doubting of your favourable interpretation of this our motion, for the prevent- 
ing of di/trattion, matntenance of peace, and fearching out of the truth, whereby we may 
be divetted to live ta the praife of God. the good of his people; and consfort of our foules, 
befeeching God to lead and guide us into alltrath and holineffe, and keepe us blameleffe 


wa 


aptill his glorious appearance, we reft 
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An Epiftle written by the Elders of che Churches in Ng we 
. Enaranp, to thofé godly Minifters fore-mentioned — 
that fent over the Pofitions. os 


Reverend and beloved B rethien : 


ao ite N thefe remote Coalts of the earth, whereunto the good hard of God ~ 
i€ jr @ hath brought us, as we doe with much comfort of heart call 1o mind te - 
eX Mm many gracious bleffings, which both with you, and from youl, we injoy~ 
ed in our Chriftian and holy communion, (the memory and fruit whereof 
we hope fhall never be blotted out ) fo we have alfo feen caufe to lo ke back to our 
former adminiftrations there, ana to fearch and trieour wayes; th: “wherein foe~ 
yer we have formerly gone aflray,we might judge our felves for it vefore the Lord = 
And that feeing now God hath fet before us an open doore of libertie, wee might. . 
neither abufe our libertie in the Gofpel, torunne out into any groundlefie unwar- 
rantable courfes, nor negleé& the prefent opportunitie to adminifter ( by-the helpe of 
Chrift) all the holy ordinances of God, according to the patterne fet before us in / 
the Scripture ; In our native Countrey, when we were firft called tothe Minifery, 
many of us tooke fo:ne things to be indifferent and lawfull, which in after-times, we 
faw to be finfull,.and durft nor continue in the practift of them there ; Afterwards | 
{ome things that webare as burthens, thatis, as things inexpedient. though not ut- 
rerly unlawfull; we have no caufe to retain ard praétife the fame things here,which 
would not have been not onely inexpedient, but unlawfull : fuch things as 2 man 
snay tollerate when he cannot remove them, hee cannot tollerate without finne, 
swhen he may remove them ; Befides fome things we ractifed there (which wee 
{peak to our fhame and griefe)which we never took into ferious confideration whe- 
-sher they were lawfull, and expedient or no; but took them for granted, and gene- 
rally received 3 not ondly by the moft Reformed Churches, but by the moft. godly 
and judicious fervants of God amongft them , which neverthelefle when we came 
ro weigh them in the ballance of the San@tuarie. we could not find fufficient ware 
rant in the Word to receivethem, and eftablith them here : of one of thefe three 
kinds will chefe our prefent pratifes appeare to be, which you cal our new 6pini- 
' ons, or, Innovations here ; exceptit be fome few ofthem, which though they have 
_ been reported to you to be our Judgements and pradtifes, yes are indeed farre from 
a 


- The Epiftle. Lr 

us : The partieulars are too many, ahd too weightie to give you account of cheni, 
and the ground of our proceedings about them ina Letter. But to give you (Cifit be 
the will of God ) the better fatisfa@tion, we have fent you a fhort Treatife crouching 
each particular, that according to your defire you might underftand from us how 
firre we do acknowledge any of thefe cenents, and upon what ground, hoping that 
according to your promife, if upon due examination you fhall find any weight in 
them, you will give us the right hand of fellowfhip. But ifotherwife, you will fend 
_us your juft and faithfull animadverfions, and we doe not fufpe& your loves to the 
truth, or your fincere {peaking according to your confcience in the fight of God, 
Neither taxe we you as fiding from the truth with by-refpe*ts, whereof you com- 
plain,verily we abhorre fach rath, harfh; and prefumptuous notorioulnefle, we fee 
as much caule to fufpect the integritie of our own hearts,as yours ; and fo much the 
mote, as being more privie to the deceitfulnefe of our own hearts the to yours: 
And we cannot but with much thankfulnefle of heart acknowledge the many rich 
precious treafures of his grace, wherewith the Lord hath furnifhed fundrie of you 
above your Brethren, which caufeth us with great reverence to accept, and receive 
what farther light God may be pleafed to impart unto us by you; But as we have 
beleeved, fo have we hitherto praStifed, and fo have moft of us {poken this ous 
Anfwer to your particulars, molt of us we may fay, becaule there wants not fome 
Brethren amongtt us who proceed further, even to looke at all fet'formes of Prayes 
invented by men of another age or congregation, and preftribed totheir Brethren 
to be read out of a book for the prayers ofthe Church, as Images, or Imaginations 
of nen, forbidden in the fecond Commandement ; But as we leave them.to their 
libertie of their own judgements without prejudice, fodo we alfo concurre with 
the reft of them, fo farre as we all goe in. bearing witnefl: again{l.any fec formes,-or 
the corruptions in them ; In difpatchine whereof, we have been, the more flow -be- 
eanfe.it behoved us firf to inquire into, and to fettle  fome.c sntroverfies-amongt 
our felves, before we could well attend to entertaine dilcourfe about forraigne que 
{tions which do not fo neerely concerne our prefent eltate and’ practile, Befides 
your Letters being fenr to the Minifecs of the Churches, and fome of us dwelling 
farre afunder, it was not an cafiething for all of us often to meet together to conft- 
der of thefe'Q ueftions, much iefle to refolve upon one juft anfwer, But having at 
length ( by the affittance of God ) brought our Anfwers to this iffue, we commend 
it ro the bleffing of the Lord. and in him to your Chriftian, and judicious coniise- 
ration $ where ifall things bee found fafe, and duely warranted from Scripture 
crounds ; do you alfoas feemeth vigilant Watchmen of the Lords flock, and faith- 
fill witneffes to God If anything feeme doubrfull to you, confider and weigh it 
very well before you reject it: If any thing appeare to be unfound, and diffonant 
from the Word ( which we for our parts cannot difcerne) we fhall willingly attend 
to 
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The Epiftle. ; | 
to what further | ight God may fend unto us by you: Inthe meane while wee in- 
treac you inthe Lordsnot to fuffer {uch apprehenfions to Jodge in your minds, 
which you intimate in your Letrers ; As if we here juftified the wayes of riged {e- 
paration, which fometimes among(t you we have formerly borne wirneffe again: 
and fo build againe the things we have deftroyed; you know they feparate from 
your Congregations, as no Churches ; from the Ordinances difpenfed by you as 
meere Antichriftian) and from your elves as no vifible Chriftians. But wee pro- 
feffe unfainedly, we feparate from the corruptions which we conceive to be left in 
your Churches, and from fuch Ordinances adminifred therein as we feare are not 
of God, but of men ; And for your {elves,we are fo farre from feparating as from no 
vifible Chriftians, as chat you are under Godin our hearts (if the Lord would 
-fuffer it ) to live and die together ; and we looke at fundrie of you as men of that 
eminent growth in Chriftiamitie, thatif there be any vilible Chriftians under hea- 
ven, among {t you are the men, which for thefe many yeeres have been written in 
your foreheads ( Hodincffe ta the Lord ) which we {peake not to prejudice any truth 
which our {elves are here taught and called to profeffe, but we ftill beleeve though 
perfonall Chriftians may be eminent in their growth of Chriftianitie : yet Chur- 
ches had flill need to grow from apparent defeéts to puritie; and from reformation 
to Reformation, age after age, til the Lord have utterly abolifhed Antichrift with 
the breath of his mouth, and che brightneffe of his comming, to the full and cleare 
revelation ofall his holy Truth ; efpecially rouching the ordering of his houfe and 
publick worfhip ; as a pledge of this our eftimation of you, and fincere affection 
to you, we have fent you thefe An{wers to your demand, and fhall be readie,by the 
help of Chrifl, to receive back againe from you, wife, and jua, and holy Adyer- 
tifements in the Lord. . 

Now the Lord God, and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift; your Lord.and ours; 
lead us all unto all Truths, purge out all Leaven out of his Churches, and keepe us 
blameleffe and harmleffe in his holy Faith and feare, to his heavenly kingdome, 
through him that hath loved us ; In whom we relt, 


Vonr very loving Brethren, the Elders 
the Churches in New-Engiand. 


Reverend 


oY es aU) » T is nor to be doubted but while w 
B jut caufe to fearch and try our ways> 
oll Dx 
For being over-clouded with ignorance, 
compaffed about with infirmities , and 
befet with many temptations to finnes 
knowing what we know beft,but darkly 
and in part, no marvell , if in many 
things we offend ignorantly » of frailty 
for waht of due confideration, rafhly miftaking Errour for 
Truth, condemning Truth for Errour ; fufpesting evill without 
caufe, and not iufpecting where is juft reafon , drawing erfo- 
nious conclufions from found principles and maintaining 
truths upon weak grounds ; fo that in examination o 
of their Reformation 
hand or to the left, for in the one we add to th 
other, and of our felves are apt to ftrike afide to 
profane, a tender, {crupulous. It ffands us t 
tion, in as much as experience teac 
found peace and comfort on each hand. 
Wherefore ( Beloved Brethren if fince your comming i 
ferious Review of former actions you 
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e live here , we fhall have 
look back upon for 


mer cour{es,atid call things done to more Ari examination. 


It is truly: obferved 
by Maftcr Daven- 
port out of Ambrof. 
Offic. 4.6.1 Et quai 
iui libet qui (que pro- 
fecerit , ncmo est quz 
docers non tnedigeat 
dum vivit, Apple, 
Preface to the Kea= 
der. 


f our wayes, and endevours 
wee had need to looke warily , that wee turn Not to the right 
e Word of God, as well as in the o- 
both. A loofe eonfcience will be 
herefore upon to have our felves in fulpi- 
heth that many have fwerved from the path of 


nto Mew England, upon 
have difcovered any truths heretofore not ta- 


ken notice of, we thal be fo far from re ‘eine them becaufe of vour former judgmeat 
} rb) ¥ oD 


and practice,that we fh 
and blefle God for you 
advancement of the truch But ifthe difcoveries 
ons mentioned in the Lett 
and not warranted by Scripture, which 1s the true Antiquity. 

Opinions we fay, not practices for not changing your op 


fully aleer your practice ; nay, what youd 
a 


er: as before.fo ftill,we conceive them t 


altheartily defire to know and imbrace the faine with you, 
as the happy inftruments of his glory,our In ruétion 8 the 
be of the like nature with the pofiti- 
o be new opinions, 


inion, you might la w- 
id tolerate formerly as a burthen, in cave 
not | 


not free, you might well forgoe being at your liberty. 

fame, you might ule your liberty in forbearance of 4 fet 

fame judgement of a ftinted Liturgie, tha 
fora time upon fpeciall Reafon (fuch as p ie 
to receive to the Sacrament* approved Chriftians » Not fer members of a par- 
ticular Congregation; as fone Brethren do) who yet dare not think it unlawfull co 
coinmunicate with fuch’in the a&@ of worfhip, or deem ir jaltand right altogether 
to debar them, as having no right nor title t 


o thofe priviledges of this Church. 
Itis youropinions whereto we had refpeS not fimply your praStice. Tt never on- 


Your judgenent being the - 
Liturgie, and yet retaine the 
t you had before; you might forbeare- 
refent ftate and occafion might fuggelt) 


tred into us to perfwade you toa fet Liturgy, much leffe to complain that you 
had not accepted ours. But that all ftinted Liturgies fhould be condemned as devi- 


fed -worfhi p» and fo condemned as that none 

of the Sacraments adminiftred in a {tinted or 

opinion. : 
Neisher do we mention it becaufe we knew ittob 


Bretaren among you, whom we had left to the liber 
far as the maintenance of the Truth 


may lawfull 


y be prefent at, or pertake 
devifed for 


ne, this wee called a new 


e the private opinion of {ome 
ty of their owne judgment, 6 
> and a juft call did not ingage us: bua becaufe 
it was eryed up, and advanced with all diligence , and endeavour of fome among: 


us {tanding affected New Englind-ward,asif a chief point of holineffe confifted in- 
feparation. You know how great a fire a little fparkle kindles. And {eeing this 
Diftraction and Rent had its originall, growth and ccntinuance from {ome Bre- 
thren in thofe parts, or affected tothat way, When in loving and friendly manncr. 
‘we could neither receive grounds at home for our conviction, nor procure fut farit- 
faction to the contrary ; what could wee doe leffe then call upon you joyntly to 
know your judgement, and either by found proof to be by you convinced (if happi-. 
ty you fhould approve their feparation (which we efteem groundleffe, rath, unlaw=. 
full, and prejudiciall to outward peace ) or being backed by a teftimony of its dif. 
like from-you, we might the better be both incouraged, and furnifhed to endevour. 
the quenching of that fire which was kindled but in too inany places, 

In other perticulars alfo , wee conceive , you goc beyond Commiffion given of 
God : granting them authority to whom God hath not committed it » debarrin 
others from the priviledge of the. ‘Sacraments, who haye title thereto by the Coy 
mantof grace. 

‘Your love in thar you were pleafed to fj 
ceptance of our Letter, and now alfoto fej 
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gnifie firft your kinde and refpeRtive ac-. 
id us an anfwer thereto, we 


it with all thankfulneffe, and fhall endey 
like affeStion.in truth of heart, ifin me 
_ particular, we make, no queftion,your 
as alfg what we dare 


our 


afure we fall fhort. 
ex Preffions are bey 
own, But we humbly befeech the Lo 


acknowledge - 
f God) to return 
-OF-your refpe& to us in: 
ond that we could expect, 

rd tadireét, u phold, and: 


guide. 


(through the grace o 
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guide us, thatin fome meafure we may walk worthy of our vocation 
our felves faithfull to your con{ciences. 

It was one end of our writing to be fatisfied in this point, whether you approve 
the ways of Separation (whereof wee complain) and their courfes who laboured 
wih all sheir might, when they conceived hope to be heard to perf wade thereunto, 
Agatnft which (if we knew your judgment) you teftified among us, 

You know they that feparate are not all of one Araine and temper, Some deny 


» and approve 


~ 


all; Communion with us publick and private, fome adinit of private, but deny all 
publick, and fome joyne in Prayer before, and after Sermon , asalfo preaching of 
the Word (becauie in their efteeme , this may be done without communion in ee es 
Chuich-way) but refufe to partake of the Sacraments. Ai! which Separations wee | 
judge uncharitable , contrary to the Commandement of Chrift , and have bees | 
_ thought tat you (whilft with us) and we were of one minde herein, | 
Tf of late we have conceived fears of fome of you (deere Brethren) as leaning too 
much to what formerly youdifliked, we befeech you weigh what urgent and pre(« 
_ fing Reafons forced us thereunto, and we fhall moft gladly (wee heartily defir sae 
- toreil affured) lay hold of every line and fyllable, that may tendto diflodge fuch 
apprehenfions. Sg ee | 
For as we conceive, the difpute to be unreafonably moved , the Rent offen five, 

_ the opinions themfelves prejudiciall to the caufe of God, and the adyancers thereof 

to have paffed the limits prefcribed by God ; fo wee hall efleem fiat incRansable 

bleifing, if (now what hinders being removed ) Wee might joyn with one heart and - 
‘foule, in one way of God to promote his glory , and feck the good of his Church 
_ and people, 
Werrult in the Lord, we fhould not draw back in any courfe wherein wee may 
_ fee the Lord going before us, nor be an offence to any to keep the Lords way; wee. 
feek the truth, and are perfwaded it is the caufe of God which we defend : weplead 
for Communion with the Churches of Chrift, no farther then they hold communi 
on with Chrift, fill defiring to keepethe unity of the Spirit én the bond of peace, with 
: jour felves and all others., who walke in the right way of truth, peace and. 
comfort. 
How the Lord may be pleafed to deale with us , or difpofe of ‘us wee know not | 
Chis bleffed will be done.) But of this we are refolved, through his erace, not wil- 
‘ingly to raife trouble or diffention among you , if through ignorance or infirmi- 
‘we fhall not fo fall in, as to be of one minde with you in thefe matters. And hace 
we defire you to confider that in thefe particulars you diffent as much one from oe 
ather as we diffent from you , and that wherein we diffent from you (and perhaps . 


from the lefler part of you) you diffent from the Judgement and practice of all Re-. 
formed Churches. . 
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Were net thefe men (faith Cann againft Ro- 
bin ) faperftitioufly zddiéted co their new 
devile, that beware how to r s2ct the una- 
nimous judgment and practice ofall learned 
menand true Churches. Stay againft ftray- 
ing. pag.47- 

Tam and fhall be always ready 'o give all 
due relped tetho’e good cuftomes of Chur- 
ches, which are taken upon good watrait 
and ground, and long continued among 
Gods people. 1.D. Apol. p.3te | 

Goodcuftomes taken up by the Churches 
upon good grounds fhould not lightly be 
broken or laid downe , whereid I doc fully 
agree with the Authous of thar claborare 
Commentary upon the fourth Chapter of 
Iobn,1.D. ApobSect.12. Bxamina. p.25t. 


! 


This wee [peake not to prejudice your 
caufe, but to intreat your ferious re-exa- 
mination of what you have fentus, and 
this tryall thereof, by the Touchitone of 
the Word. For if we miftake nor, in mas 
ny things it will not abide the Teft. _ 

You have writren in great love and 
tenderneffe , that your Pofitions might be 
fo feanned, and wee fhall endeavour with 
firch affection to try all things, and hold 
faftthat which is good. And now (be- 
feeching the guidance of the Spirit) with 
your leave, wee fhall endeavour te deale 
filly and plainly,as the nature of the caufé 

requireth , intreating you impartially to — 


confider the grounds whereupon we, go and weigh what wee fhall fay in the bal- 
lance of the Sanctuarye The Lord of his rich mercy in Jefus Chri, direét us ia 
difcerning what is right and pleafing in his fight , Cat offences out of the Church 
elofe up Rents and Divifions, reveal his Truth more and more,fet up and indyataiss 
the purity of his own Ordinatices, unite the hearts of his people to the love 
and feare of his holy Name, teach us felf-deniall, and keep 
us blameleffe to the comming of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 
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: ! I POSITION, 
That a flinted forme of Prayer and: fet Liturgie is unlawfull. 
3 Anfw. 


of the terms therecf. We fuppofe, 

1 Bya Liturgy and forine of Prayer, you mean not a forme of 
eetcee private Prayers compofed for the helpe and direction of weaker 
: » Chriflians : buethe Sem or body of publike Prayers generally 
uled in the Englith Parifhes » compiled for the Churches ufe by other men not in- 
fallibly guided by God, to be faid or read out of 2 Book by their Minifters as the 
Churches Prayers. And that this is your meaning, may appeare from your Letter 
it felf, wherein ycu complain that divers in many parts of that Kinedome have 
left their Affemblies, becaufe of aitinted Liturgy. Now we know not of any other 
Rinted Liturgy from which the people do abfent themfelyes , but onely that which 
is in ulein the Englifh Churches. 


For as for a forme or Prayer in generall, wee conceive your meaning cannot be 


of that. For it is evident that many Preachers conftantly ufe one fet form of Pray- 
er of their own making before their Sermons, with whom the people refufe not to 
poyn. | 

2 By ftinted and fet, you mean fuch Prayers,as are fo impofed upon the Chur- 
ches and Minifters, as that they are limited to that very form of words expreffed in 
the Book without addition, diminution, or alteration ; for that Liturgy and forme 
among you, is in this fenfe fet and f{tinted. 


-~ 3 By unlawfull, youmean that we looking at that form, as {werving from the 


Rule ; neither dare fir practice it our felyes, nor fecondly approve the ule of it by 
others. 

This being the true ftate of the queftion,fo far as it appears to us, from the letters 
Weanfwer, 1 For our own prattice, the Churches here doe not ufe any Qinted 
forme of Prayer and fet Liturgy , for thefe and other fuch Reafons. 1 Becaufe 
we finde no neceffity of any {tinted Liturgy to be ufed among us, by vertue of any 
divine precepr. And feeing the Commiffion of the Apoftles limired them , to teach 
men to obferve and do onely what Chrift did command them in matters of this nae 
ture, A4ath.23.20. Who are we and whatare our Churches, that we fhould prefume 
above this Commiffion? And,we hope, it will not be offenfively taken by any godly 
Brethren, That we ftand fa in the liberty wherewith Chri hath made us free ite 
this , as well as in all other things. 

Secondly, becaufe the lawfulneffe of fet forms and {tinted Liturgies is queioned 


and doubted of by many faichfull fervants of God : whereas for Churck- officers to. 
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ae 223 Etore we proceed.to declare our. felyes concerning this pofition : It 
‘2 wili be needfull that fore thing be premifed, for the explication . | 
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2 | The anfwer tothe firft Pofition, 
edifie the Churches by their own gifts, as well in praying as in preaching , all forts 
without controverfie grant it to be lawfull, Now ffirituall prudence’ guideth be- 
lievers, when two ways are fet before them, one doubrfull chough ventured on by 
fome, the other certainly fafe and good , though negleéted by many, to choofe thar — 
which is fafe, declining the other. Reet: : | 

Thirdly, Beeaufe Primitive paterns of all the Churches of God in their beft times 
(when as touching this pointthey kept the rule in their eye) whether Jewssh before 
Chrift, or Chriftian above a 100 yeers after Chrift , yield not the lealt foctitep to- 
fhew us atiother fafé way to walk in,then this we vehave chofen.As for af-er times 


towards the end of the tecond, and beginning of the third Century, we know how 


. far the Churches were then degenerated and declined fiom the firfl purity ;° neither 


do we marvell at ir, fecing in the Apofles time the myftery of iniquity began to 
work, and it was then foretold, that the power of godlineffe would be in afrertimes. 
exchanged for empty formes. In which refpet , we look not at them as our guides. 
neither in this, nor other particulars not warranted by the Rule, herein following 
the advife of Cyprian, who hinfelf faw the corruption of thofe. tinacs , Non eff at- 
tendendum quid aliquis ante nos factenduna putavertt , fed quid qui ante omnes est 
Christus fecerit & faciendum praccper it. 

To conclude, feeing our Chriftian liberty freeth us from binding our félves to: 
any religious ublervances, whereunto the written word doth-not bind us. And fee« 
ing {pirituall prudence direSts us to choofe thofé sways, which cn all hands are‘¢on= 
fefled to'bef fe. voiding thofe that be dowb-fall and-hazardous.. And feeing it will’ 
not be fafe for us, needIcfly to fwerve from the conflant praStice of all Churches: 
that are recorded in Scripture, and there held forth asa cloud of Witnefles for us to: 
follow in matters.of this nature , wee therefore may not, dae not, dare not ufe fet 
forms of Prayers and ftinted Liturgies in thefe Churches. Be RE 
More particularly, in that we duc notule that forme of Prayer and Minted Li+- 
tui gy, which is in ufe among your {elves : thefe and {uch other like Reafons have: 
induced us thereunto. x1 Themany and juft exceptions whereunto that Liturgy - 
is lyable both for matter and manner ; for ‘the proofe whereof wee referre youto- 
thofe faithful fervants. of God ,. who have gone before us in witneiling againft the 
fame: Among! others to Matter Cartwright; and the Abridgment. 

2 Ta asmuch asthat Liturgy was never commanded of God, and hath been 
ereatly abufed to Idolatry and Supcrticion , and is not of any neceffary ufe , and: 
therefore we are affraid to bring it into the Worlhip of God , as knowing the jea- 
loufie ofthe Lord, in matters of this nature ; Exod.20, and how ftrietly hee Coni=. 
mandeth his people, that all monuments and remnants of Idolatry and Superftici~. 


The anfwer to the firft Pofition. 3 
Gen.35+2,4. Pfal.16.4. 2 King 10.26.27. © 18.4 c& 23. allthe Chapter. And 
where other Kings of Jvdabcame fhort of the like zeale., the Scripture notes it as.a 
blemish in them that the high places were not taken away albeit the people did not 
facrifice in them to fale gods, but onely to the Lord, 2 Chrow.15.17. & 20-33. & 
33.17. Yea, morcover, it appeareth by the Scripture , that fometnings that hada |), 
ood Originall and ufe (if they be not fill neceflary and commanded of God) are 
-unlawfoll when once they are knowne to be defiled by Idolatry ,. and abufed to it, 
2 King.18.4 Flof.2.16,17- Asthe brazen Serpent: was atthe firft an Infticution 
though but temporaty : but when the children of Z/rael burned Incenfe to it, He- 
xechiah . is commended for breaking itin pieces, and the Lord witneffeth of him 
that he did that which was right in the fight of the Lord,and according to his Com- 
mandement, which he commanded Afofes, 2 Kizg.18.3,6. how much more in the 
like cafe ought other things to be removed, which never were commanded of God, 
but onely were deviled by men? And that that Liturgy hath been fuperftitionfly a- 
bufed , may be cleer to.any that fhall confider that ic is he fame for fubfance that 
was ufed in the days of Popery. And therefore when the.Papifts in Devanlhireand 
Cornwall,had madea Commotion and Rebellion upon the change of Religion, in 
the days of King Edward the Sixth. It was told them by the King; for the pacifying 
of them: That it was the (elf-fame Service in Englifh , which had been before in Lae 
tine sand if the Service of the Church was goodin Latine,it remayneth goodin Eng- 
difh, for nothing is altered: Fox eAtis and Monuments, Edward 6. And Pope Pins 
the fifth did fee fo little variation in it from the Latine Service, that had been fore 
merly ufed in that Kingdome, that he would have ratified it by his authority, if Q:. 
Elizabeth would have fo received it, And many of the people put fuch holineffe 
in it, that they think God is not rightly worfhipped ; nor his Sabbath well obfer- 
ved, nor the Sacraments fufficiently adiiniftred, if there be no reading ofthat Ser- 
vice. And others put fuch holineffe and neceffity in it, that they preterre it before 
Gods. holy Ordinance of preaching the Word. In fo Thi “eo uled b 
much as the Minifters are in the danger of being called Lig Mi canta Order phd Hit 
in queftion, and of being cenfured, ifthey doe not read formiey = the Ceremonies, | 
that Liturgy every Lords day without omitting any part andwedonct feebutiisas | 
shereof, either in refoe&t of preaching or otherwife. trong againtt this Liturgy. | 
3 Inregard nf the many. wofull fcandals, and dangerous confequences of ufing i 
that Liturgie,of which we fuppofe you are not ignorant. ; iH 
To mention.but two, ViziThe hardning of Papifts who are imboldned to think |) , 
better of their own Breviaries, Mafle-Books,Portuiffes, feeing that Liturgie hath bin |) | 
extracted out of thofe books, and rather fetched from them then from the formsiu= || 
fed in any of the reformed Churches. i 
2 The conntenancing and eftablifhing ofan unlearned Idol MiniQery, of not- || 
? reaching eurates, Non-refidents,Pluralities,8¢. in whofe skirts is to be found the |) | 
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4 The anfwer tothe firft Pofition, 


blood of f inaty tens fouls living and dying’in their fins, while they ignoraatly 


Cohtent themfelves with, and harden themfelves in fome empty forms of Religion 


‘afd blinde devotion, which are begotten and cherifhed chiefely by fach prayers and 


minifters. Neither is there leffe fCandall hercby (we meancnot onely taken. but 
given) then by the eating of an Idolathite., in the Idols Temple condemned by the 
Apofile 1 Cor. 8.7 10. For ifthe eating of an Idolathite by him that had know- 


Tedge,and knew that an Idol was nothing,and that all meats were lawfall,did im- 


bolden others to honour the Idol,and therefore was a fcandall given, fo alfo ic is in 
this cafe. K | 

4 Seeing that booke is fo impofed as that the minifter in reading of it, is limi- 
ted to the very words fet downe without any diminution,addition, or alteration; 
therefore we darenot ufe it, : * fahi ves 

For r The Lord himfelfe hath not limited his peosle to his own formes and 
therefore we fee not, how it can be lawfull tobe litnited to other mens formes; 
For in thus doing we fhould fubje& our felves to the exerci of fuch an authority 
and power of the Prelates,as in this cafe puts forth a Aronger a&t of limiting power 
then Chrift himfelfe, who doth not limit us to thofe formes, which himfelfe hath 


_ fet downe in Scripture : For though we acknowledge the Lords prayer and other 


formes fet down in Scripture, may be lawfully ufed as prayers (due cautions being 
obferved) yet there is nota limitation lying upon the Churches in the ule of an 


prayers. And therefore wedo not find that the Apoftles ever ufed that form taught 
by Chrift in thofe very words,much leffe limited chemfelvs to it, when they prayed, 


nor did they teach the Churches {0 to doe. 


2 If the Lord would not have us limit our felves in our own forms,whiles we are 
exercifing our own gifts (which he hath {pecially fandtified to edify his Church 
AG.6.4, Eph.4.8. 1 Cor.12.7.) leat we fhould quench or at lea(t Rraiten his 
fpiritin prayer, 1 Thef5.19. would he then have us lisatted to other mens forms, 
which haye not beene in like fort fan@ified of God, but will rather quench or ftrai- 
ten the {piricof God, whiles we are fo limited to them? st 

3 The entertainment ofthis form hath been a manifeft fnare unto the Churches 


who upon the fame ground on which they have received this forme into the-desks 


_ have beene limited to others in the pulpit, by meanes whereof the poore Church of 


Chrift hath bin wholly deprived of thepublike ufe of the Minifters gifts in prayer, 
and the {pirit of prayer in. the Minifters in publike, hath beene greatly reftrained. 
As for our. Judgement concerning the praice of others,who ufe this Litu rie in 
our native Countrie, we have alwayes beene unwilling to expreffe our mindes 
there again{t unleffe we have been neceffarily called thereunto,and at this time we 


| | thinke it not expedient to expreffe our felves any further concerning this matter, as 
loath to intermeddle with the affaires of other Churches, but contenting our elves 
‘with, and bleffing the Lord for thofe liberties, which we.by the mercie of God. do 
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The reply to the ar fiver of the firft Pofition 2, 
here enjoys referving alfo due reverence to the judgements of our beloved brethren 
and deere Countreyinen, who may concerning this mater be otherwife minded. 

( ‘Reply. | | 

| His pofition cannot beare that meaning which you giveit, ifyou take itac- 

‘T cording ,o our mindes,and the plain conftrution of the words.We never que- 
{tioned why you made not ufe of a {tinted Liturey 5° much leffe why you did not 
wholly and in every part tye your felvesunto, and approve of that forine in ufe a- 
mongftus. You might well thinke we had little to doe to put forth fuch a de- 
mand, v%.whether you thinke it lawfull to approve in others and praStice your 
felves , what {werveth from the rule,and we thinke it Qrange you fhould give eur 
words fucha meaning. | 

The thing we craved refolution in was, whether in your judgements all Rinted 
and fet formes of prayer and Liturgies be unlawfull. The reafon hereof was becaufe 
in writings from New-Exgland,we had fecne all fet liturgies.and fet formes of pray- 
er condemned as ‘deviled worfhip which God would not accept ; and partaking 
in the Saeraments of the Supper in our affemblies, therefore difallowed, becaufe ad- 
miniftred ina flinted Liturgie, which things were received with fuch likeing a- 
wong fome brethren with us,and by them imparted and recommended to others; 
that they occafioned that rent and diflragtion whereof we complain. 

It is true,the people among us feparate from our forme of prayer or liturgy, but 
the reafon hereof is becaufe it is Ainted, not becaufe this or that or ours! in 
particular. | | : 

You confeffe you want not fome brethren amofig you who look at all fet formes 
of Prayer invented by one of another age or congregation , and pre(cribed to their 
brethren , to be read out ofa bookefor the prayers of the Church ; as Images and 
Imaginations of man forbidden in the fecond Commandement, and that the law- 
fulneffe of Liturgies,and fet formes is queftioned and doubted of by many faithfull 
fervants of God, fuch alfo as come over occafionally, who withdraw themfelvs from 
the Sacraments in the congregation, doe it on this pretence, that a flinted Liturgie 
isa humaneinvention. And if weexamine the reafons brought again(t Ainted 
formes and Liturgies, we fhall finde them to ftrike at all formes and Liturgies 
though devifed by men of the {ame age and congregation , and to beufed but now 
and then,or but once on fet purpofe,and that either ia publike or in private,as elfe= 
whete we may have occafion to thew. - : 
~ Youfay itisevident, many Preachers conftantly ufe a fet forme of Prayer of 
their own making before their Sermons, with whom the people rcfule not to joynes 
And you know (we doubt not) thatfich fet furmesare difliked alfo. And ifthe 
grounds be examined (in our under{tanding)they make as much againft the one 
as the other. View but the reafons why you admit not a {tinted Liturgie and forme 
of prayer, and fee whether the two laf willl not in the fame terms direSly conelnde | 
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6 ) The anfwer to the fecoud Poftion, 


gaint both. But what ever is to bethought herein,or whether mets practifes a- 
gree with cheir opinions we now dilpure not... This is plaine and manifelt, chart 
mens opinions are to be judged by their,exprefle words and reafons, not by here 
practifes. The Brownilts ( as they are commonly called ) can feparate from ‘no 
{tinted Liturgie among{t us,but that which is in ufe, and for ought. we know. they 
may joyne withtheir owne Paftors,though they oft ule the fame forme of prayer | | 
ia whole or in part,in chank{giving before meat, or in prayer before Sermon, or 
the like. And yet their opinion is that all finted Liturgies and fec Formes of prayer 
be unlawfill, humane inventions forbidden by the fecond Commandement. 

But ifany thing had beene left doubrfull in the Letter, that itmight be ftrained 
to another fence, either becaufe we were fhort in expreffion, or imany of you not 
informed in the paffages. which gave occafion to the queftion, itis well knowne 
what the words meane in ordinary conftruction. And we doubt not but many 
brethren among you, might and could fully informe you of our meaning that there 
need no fuch {training to find it out. “y | 

That which followeth in your anfwer tothe pofition (as you interpret it) wee 
pale over, becaufé itis not to che matter intended. And wee areas unwilling. to 
rouble you with the affaires of other Churches taking you from your owne weigh- 
tie occafions, as you are wawilling to be interrupted. Onely inregard.of promife, — 
and becaufe plaine dealing ferves to maintaine love, we thinke good to adyertife 
youthefe few things. 5 7 aa 
“a That your rcafons why you accept not ofa ftinted Lyturgie be ambiguoufly 
propounded, for fometimes you plead-onely for your libertie herein, and thata fin- 
ted forme is not neceflary, and fometime you {peake fo, as they that looke at Stin- 
eed Lyturgicss.as Images forbidden in the fecond Commandement wilheafily draw 
your words to their meaning. , ns | 
"2 Thereafons you bring againft a fet forine of prayer or Liturgie doe hold as 
ftrong againft a fet forme of Catechifnse confeflion and profeffion of faith, bleffings 
baptizing and finging of Pfalmes. | ; ane : 
3 Weehavenot called upon you atthis timeto witneffe for, or againfl the cor- 
ruptions in the Communion~Booke. ‘This you fall upon by {training the fenfe of 
out demands cohtrary to the true meaning thereof. a 4-3 
'. The reafons which you bring againft it, we cannot approve them alls The exe 
ceptions which have bin taken both from the matter and manner thereof we know: 
But to efteeme the whole for fome corruptions found therein; amonument of Idola- 
éry;that we have not learned. S10 ibs iad. 

The Argument in the abridgement which is ufed againft conformity tothe Ge- 
‘semonies did not in their judgement who were authors of the Booke hold again@ 
che Lyturgie, of which opinion we are allo. 


~ @ If thefexeafons be intended onely to few why you receive not our forme of 
ibd , adminifration, 
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; ie . The anfwer tothe fecond Pofition,, | Te 


admniniftration, it is that which (‘we are perfwaded you know: )} we never required 
of you. Ifto difallow the ule of the Bouke amongit us alcogether-in things lawfull, 
pood and pertinent, they will not hold weight. 

5 You are generally (as you fay ) loath to meddle with the affaires of other 
Churches, unleffe you have been neceffarily called thereunto, But when fome upon 
the requelt ( aS we fippofe) of private friends, and others out of their zeale and 
forwardneffe have laboured'to draw many to feparation from the Sacrament, be- 
caufe miniftred in a tinted Lyturgie: wee cannot apprehend: any jut ground of 
this apologie. The Rent is wide, and fome brethren had their hands deepe there- 
in, which made us at this prefent to crave your judgements;and the reafons thereot 
to makeup the breach.” | aad 
6 1D. objegteth to Mafter Ps that hismanner of preaching was diforder- 
| Whi reas the publither of ly in carrying that matter, he fpeakes of, to the Claffes, be= 
chisanfwer tothe fix Po- fore he had declared to the Church the equity of his refu- 
fisions, refersth: reader fing the Minitters defired by the Scriprures. And may not 
- to Mt. Cottons anfwer un'O we with like reafon object, that this manner of preceeding 
| Mr.Ball for fatisfaGion in. 4.) Prbany Sere ! } | g 
ch’s pont concerning ‘er }S diforderly in-fecking to draw men to Separation; becaule 
formes of yraycr, The of ftinced Liturgie, before you had fhewed to us or other 
reader is earneftly in: brethren ( whom itmay concerne ) by Scripture, or rea- 
treated’ co compare Ma-. fon drawne from thence; thatia {tinted Liturgie was un 


¢ : eatt'e, 2 ; : 
Mi poy RES any lawfull ? but of this wee may intreat more fully: elfes 
fertsufnefle aud indift- wheres ‘ 

rencie becaufe Mr Ball ha- it 4% ss s 

ving received thar anfwer before che publith'ng of his Tre:tife (being muchenlarged, whereof 
My Cotton was ignorant) was co: hdeut, thar wich addiricn of fome marginall no-es ( whichia 
reference thercto he added.) his Treatife woud fi ficiently. defend it fife, agaiaf <ll. the al- 
_ Sausts, which thacanfwer made azainf ic. dy LIEN AIF 
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That it is not lamfull to joyne.in prayer, or receive, the Sacraments where a (tinted 
Liturgie 13 ufed, or as we conceive your meaning to bein this,asiathe former quem 
frion,viz, where, and when that tiated, Liturgie w nfed., 
| eAniwer. nd biod ons vetbitie con 
T feemeth by this ycurletter, thé ground of chisPofition hath dee |the fepara= 
tion of divers from your aflemblies, becaufe of a.{tinced Liturgi¢nand were not: 
ignorant of the rigid {eparation of divers peor le, who withdraw: themfelyes from 
an able faithfullininiftry, as no miniitry of Chrift;and from their godly congregas 
- tions as no Churches of Chriltzbecaufe of tome corruptions from which (through 
want of light, not love of the truth) they atenor througoly cleanled, Againtt which 
ractife we have ever witnefled, 
As for our Judgement concerning the Pofition: ix {cife,. we would promife two 
mr ae eet: oa things >: 
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things ; Firft concerning the perfons reading this Liturgie, which may be either an 


ungodly or unable Minifer, or anableandagodly, — 


«a 


Secondly, concerning the Liturgie it felfe, which may be citherof the whole or 


foe fele® prayers, which may be conceived to be the leaft offentive, 
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Now if the queftion be of joyning in prayer with; and when that whole Liturgie 
is ufed, or where that which is ufed, isread by an unable and ungodly Minifter, 
we then fee norhow it can be lawfull to Joyne in prayer in {uch cafes ; For 
1 The prayersof the Minifter are not his private prayers, but the publike pray- 
ers of the whole affembly, whofe mouth he is to Ged. And when the prayers of- | 
fered up by the Minifter, asa living holy, and acceptable fervice to God, are net | 
throug'’s humane frailty, but otherwite for inatter and manner corrupt, wee fee not 
what warrant any one hath to joyne with fuch prayers, C7fal.1.13,14. | 

2. When men ioyne therein with an infufficient Miniftry, they doe not only 
countenance them in their place and office, whom the Lord hath rejeed from being _| 
his Prei(ts. Ho/.4.6. but alfo fecup thofe Idolls and means of worfhip to edifie | 
themfelves by,which God never appointed in hisholy word Ezeck. 1.1 ‘e 

But if the quetion be of joyning in fome few felect prayers read by an ableand 
painfull Minifter out of that booke as on the one fide wee are very tender of impue ° 
ting fin to the men that fo joyne : foon the other fide, we are not without feare leaft 
that fuch joyning may be found to be unlawfull: unlefle ic may appeare that the Mi- 
nifters with whom the people have communion in reading thofe prayers ‘doe nei- 
ther give any {candall by reading of them nor give unlawfull honour toa thing a- 
bufed to Idolatry, and fuperftition, nor doe {uffer themfelves to be finfully limic- 
ed in the reading of thein . Aveed | 

4343 Reply . | 
Lificicnt hath been {poken of the meaning of the pofition and the grounds thereof 
and if we have not miftaken your judgment & praStice both,you have born wit- 
neffe ag :inft both that you call the rigid {eperation , and this more moderate alfo ; 
‘ And we humbly with ; the moderate doc not degenerate into the rigid ere long. 
It is very flrange, if they take not great incouragement upon your grounds. The 
truth of our miniftery, Churches, Ordinances, and calling is queftioned, and where 
men will ftay the Lord knoweth, and what more common then that our Liturgie 
is unlawfull; becaufe it is the devife of man; The Author ( or publifher at leaft ) 
of a letter againft our Service booke beginneth with fuch like diftinGion, ; 

5» Againft this Prayer-booke ( faith he ) divers have pleaded ina different man- 
‘her. Firft fome arguments are proper to the Separatifts qua tales, viz. that it is 
», offered in a falfe Church ; 2.By a falfe minifter , 3. In the behalfe of the fubjects 
», of the Kingdomeof Antichrift, Thefe are properly tkeirs, being the grounds 
,, Whereupon they make a torall feparation from all the Churches in this Land, as 
#0 Churches of Chrift. Thefe I approve not, yet note them that yee may fee 
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The Reply tothe ctnfmer of the Second Pofftion, {9 
2, upon whatdifferent grounds, the fame Pofition js rhatatained by -feverall pere ul 


»» fons, and that yee may be delivered from the prejudice, which hinders many from 
.»» receiving thofe truths, becaufe they feare the reproach of Brownifine. 
»» Seccndly; there are other grounds which are common to all that plead for the 


» the puritie of Chrifts ordinances, and which doe not neceffarily inferre fuch fepa-' 


3» ration, but only ferve to fhew the unlawfulneffe of chat pra@ife,and our commu- 
» nicating therein. . 
Thus the Epiftle wherein the {ame di/tintion of feparation is’noted : but how 
truly, let the indifferent judge. If none mutt be counted Separatifts, but fuch as 
haye pleaded againft che booke of Common prayer.as unlaw full, becau& offered up 
ina falfe Church, &c, then are there none {nch in the world, that we have knowne 
or heard of: for it is apparent they caftus off as no Churches of Chrif, becaufe 


our Service isa humane devife, will-worfhip, Idolatry ; And noton the contrary, 


that our Service is will-worfhip , or Idolatry, becaufé our Churches are falfe 

‘Churches.. Againft all Communion with us they plead, becaufe we are a falfe 
Church, byt againtt our {tinted Liturgie they argue not in that manner. 

The grounds on which that Authour builds ( which he faith are common to all, 

- that plead for the purity.of Gods ordinances)are one and the fame with the grounds 

ofthe Separatifts, fhafts taken our of the fame quiver and peculiar to them, fome 


_ few brethren onely excepted, who of late have looked towards that opinions See 


how affeétion will tran{port. Thofe reafons fhall.be common to all that plead for 
the purity of Chrifts Ordinances,which were never taken to be found and-true, ¢i- 
ther by the reformed Churches abroad, or by the godly Brethren at home, whether 
now at reft with the Lord, or for the prefent living, or yet by the moft of the bre- 
thren among whom they live,and with. whom they hold focietie,or by any minifter 
or Societie which did hold the unitie of the {pirit in the bond of peace for the {pace 
of this14g0o yeares and upwards, by your owne confeffion, unleflewithin the(e few 
dayes, and that by a few onely. If this be not to ftrengthen the hands of the Sepa- 
ratits, or at leaft, to lay blocks of offence in their way, whatis? As yet we thinke 


_ moft of them that have feparated, are not fo farre gone; as to condemne all our Af- 
_femblies as no Churches of Chri, but we judge they have proceeded further. then 
| Chrift the Lord and Saviour of his Church hath given them commiffion or allow= 
_ ance, that the grounds whereon they, build are unfound, and fuch as make way for 
further danger, if the Lord prevent not. And that the reafons mentioned in the 


letters are the proper grounds of Separatifts, and not common to all them that fecke 
the purity of religion, for they are not approved by your felves : and if all this tend 
“hot to ture them whohalt,,out.of the right way, wee heartily intreate you to 
_confider, | | 

_ » Your Judgement concerning the Pofition,fyou deliver! in three propofitions ( for 


{omany they be for fubftance ) In xefpect of the perfons reading the Liturgie, or the 
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thing it felfe chatis read. Asif any part of the Liturgie bee read, (put cafe fome | 
few ieleéted prayers onely, by anunable and ungodly ininifter : it is unlawful | 
( fay you ) for the people to juyne in thar cafe. Bur if tt be unlawfull for the people 
to joyne, when.an ungodly mini‘ter readeth fome few felest prayers, it is either in 
We may nor Ccmuu- refpect of the Minifter, or the prayers themfelves. Not of the | 
nicate at sll in that prayers thernfelves, for they be fele% and choyce, faulcleffe | 
finiftery, which is ¢x- bok in re{pet of matter and manner; as it is taken for gran- 
erofed by an un awful rh Pip atk ts Rites pee ee 
Bi foi Shin aa uuataefils ted, unleffe this diftribution beto no purpofe ; if in refpect | 
plice Robinfim agaivft of the Minitter, then it is not lawfull to joyne with fuch a 
gern. Counsell debated one in any ordinance of Cod whatfoever. For ifthe Minifter 
Py 1b'd-pag 79: make it unlawfull, then all communion in any partof Gods } 
worthip, wich fuch Minifiers is unlawfull, and fo the Church in all ages of the | 
world, the Prophets, our SaViour Chrift , the Apoftles, and the faithfull in the — 
primitive Churches finned, in holding Communion with fuch , when the Priefts 
AEBS Nap Raspes ne sitet dogges that could not barke, and greedy dogges 
8 Micz. tigre. deny. that could never have enough; when the Prophers prophetied | 
31. E/i.9 15, 6. Iobh2 lies, and the Priefts bare rule by their meanes; when the. 
16. Muh s 20,21. & Priefls bought and fold Doves in the Temple, and tooke up- 
15-45-07 331-314 — on them to provide fuch things for them that were to offer; | 
when the Pharifees corrupted the Law by falfe gloffes, taught for doétrines mens. 
precepts, made the commandements of God of none effest through their traditi- 
‘ons, under pretence of long prayer devoured widowes houfes, tanght the Law; but 
practifed it not; when they were fuch, and did fuch things, they. were ungodly Mi- 
nifters ; But we never find that the Prophets, our Saviour; the Apoftles, did either 
_ forbeare themfelves, or warne the faithfull not to communicate with fuch in the 
: _ ordinance of worfhip. We reade our Saviour charged his Difcipless 
to beware of the leaven of the Scribesand Pharifees, to let them 
alone, becaufe they were the blind leaders of the blind, but he never 
forbade to communicate with them in the ordinances of God. Itis northen for pri- 
vate Chriftians to withdraw themfelves from the ordinance 
of worfhip, and communion of the Church, becaufe fuch are 
permitted to deale in the holy things of God, whom they 
judge or know unfit: when men joyne in the worfhip of God with unworthy Mi- 
niflers, they doe notcountenance them in their place and office, but obey the com- 
mandement of God, who requires their attendance upon his highnefle in that way 


~ and meanes. 
(4 6 Fo goe no further then thetext ycu quote, Becanfe thow haf defpifed 
Hf\4 6,7. knowledge, I will alo rejeE thee,@c. Psoperly the text is fpoken of the 
ren tribes called //raeé, and the Priefts among them who worfhipped the Calves 
| which Lereboam had fet up whom the Lord threatneth to reject; becaufe they had 
Ni 7 , rejected 
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The Reply to the anfwer of the fecond Pofition. 
rejected knowledge being either wilfally ignorant, or withholding the truth in un~ 
righteoufneffe. Whether they were for the prefent abfolutely rejected » or the Lord 
threatens only to reject them we will not difpute. | 

This may fuffice chat it is not to be found either in this or any other Text of 
Scripture, that the people joyning in the true Worfhip of God, with unworthy 
Minifters, do countenance them in their place thereby. On the contrary, if you will 
extend this Text to all unworthy Minifters of what fore foever » whom the word of 
cruth doth condemne as not approved Minifters of God, the Scripture teacheth evi- 
dently not onely that the people by joyning do not countenance them in their place 
i # and office, but that they muft and sy to joyne with them in the 
x $am.2.13,13, worfhip of God, and in feparating from the Ordinance they fhall 
| eee finne againft God, much leffe then do they in fuch joyning fer thofe 
‘Saig-3 ix +2, Idols and meanes of worfhip, which God never appointed in his 
Poi $. Word.For the worfhip is of God, and the Miniftery is of God, the 
i perfon unworthily executing his place, is neither fet up by fome 
few private Chriftians , norcan bythem be removed, And warrant to withdraw 
~ themfelves ftom the worfhip of God, becaufe fuch as ought not , are fuffered to en- 
termeddle in the holy things of God, they have none from God. Dumbe Dogs, 
_ greedy Dogs, Idol-fheepheards; falfe Prophets, Strangers, are unworthy Minifters, 
but they that communicate with fuch in the ordinance of worfhip, are never faid 
_ to fet up Idols or means of worfhip which God never appointed. The fheep of 
~ Chrift will not heare ftrangersin the Lords fenfe , but outwardly they heard thofe 
ftrangers preach (if the Scribes and Pharifees were fuch ) and by hearing then dif+ 
— covered them to be Arangers;i.e. falfe Prophets ; Some rangers at leaft, of whom 
our Saviour fpeaks, were of the true Church, and of J/rast, but brought falfe doe 
Atrine tending to kill the foule, fuch ftrangers none fhould heare, that is, believe and 
 follow:but as they be tolerated in the Church, fo they may hear them, fo long as they 
bring the truth, Unworthy Minifters are no Minilters for themfelves, but they are 
_ Minifters for the people of God; thatis, fo long as they be in the place of Mini-: 
~ flers, the aéts of their adminiftrations are of force to the faithfull , ifthey obferve 
the forme of aduiiniftration prefcribed by Chrift; for Chrifts Ordinances have their 
efficacy from him: not from them that ferve about them, and evill Minifers mini- 
fer not in their own name. but in Chrifts and by his Commiffion. 


It hath evermore bin held for a.truth in the Church of God, that although Cuneiene 


the evill have chiefe authority in the miniftration of 
| Be Saar ¥ Sie ie the Word and Sacraments, yet for as much as they doe 
| fren Satie tay rms not the fame in their own name but in Chrifs,and mi- 
zep.deSae.ls.c6. Art. of Reli- nifler by his Commiffion and Authority, wee may ufe 
gion, Hybera. Art 70 Carltog their Miniftery both in hearing the Word , and recei- 
preted de Eeclefla,cap.z0, ying the Sacraments ; neither is the effect of Chrifts 
: C4 Ore 
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Ordinancertaker away, by their wickedneffe, nor the grace of G 
fhed from fuch as by faith, and. rightly doe receive the Sacrame 
them which are effetuall; becaufe of Chrifts inftitution and prot 


ods gifts diminis. 
nts adininiftredto 
nifes although they — 


The reafons whereby-the ancient Churches 
| condemned the Donatifts and Catharitts for | 
their vol untary and feditious feparation, and ® 
the moderne Churches condemnethe Anas. 
baptifls for their wnwarrantable departure’ 
| from, and {0 renting: of ‘the body of Chri, . 
will hold againft feparation frome the pray-". 
pers of the congregation, becaufe they are read * 
wird os ~Uby an ungodly mini er, 
The fecond propofition. Wherethe whole Licurgie isufed;though by an able 
and godly Minifter, icis not: lawfullito joyne in prayer in thatcafe,Herein wee 
cannot:be of your judgement; for in the timesiof the Prophetssand oir Saviour 
Chrift, asgreatabufessno que‘tion ,. were found in the Church of the Jews: in the 


Beza de Preshyt.er excomunicat. p-25 
26. Sita vero,guia nonnulli & facris 
catib. & Sacrament. ufa prop- 
ser aliorum vitia ultro abstinent i.e. 
Sfeiplos excommunicant maguant ree 
prehenfionems merentur., 


adminiftration of holy things of Godas can be lnagined in our Liturgie or forme 


of prayer?but the Prophets and our Saviour who taught the peopleto keepe them- 
felves pureiand-undefiled, nevertaught them to feparate from the adminiftration of 
the holy things of God. And:if the prefence at our forms of prayer be not lawful by 
reaion of the cotruptions.alleaged,there can be no vifible fociety named throughout 
the world fince 205. yeeres after Chrift. or thereabouts, wherein a Chritian might 
lawfully joyhe in Prayer, reading the Scripture, hearing the word. or participation 
of the Sacraments. For compare the doctrines, prayers, rites at thofe times in ufe in 
the Churches with oursyand in all thefe, (bleffed be thename of the Lord) «weeare) 

more pure then they.. But no man will be fo bold (we hope) asto affirme the fate: 
of the Churches within 2c. yeeres after Chrift, to be fo miferably decayed that the 
faithfull could not without fin’ hold:communion-with them in the aforefaid ordi= 


" nances. The prayers of the Minifter, whether conceived or ftinted ina {et forme, be 


nothis private prayers, but thepublike prayers of the whole affembly ; whofe! 
mouth he is to God both in the one and the other. But you will not fay’, thepeo=i 
ple ought not to joyne with their Paftor in the publique affembly » ifought bee 
amiffe in his prayer for matter ». or manner, or both. It is all‘one to the people in 
this cafeswhether the fault be perfonall (as fome diftinguifh) or otherwife knowne 
beforehand or not knowne:. For if (imple prefence defile, whether it was knowne 
beforehand or not,all prefence is faulty, And if fimple prefence defile not our pre- 
fence ts not condemned , by reafon of the corruptions knowne , whereof we Qand’ 
not guilty,whether the corruption be through humane frailty or Not, itis not in us: 
to enquire,but rather whether we be called:to come,and the faults fuch.as one tin ‘ia 


ee 
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_ yerwe muft hold communion: inthe ordinances of Religion :\ and the error'may 


The Reply tothe Anfiver to the Second Pofition. 13 
{tian cannotor® mut not tolerate in another without breach ofcharity. For ifthe 
etrourbe juch.as may: ‘Be tolerated sand I am called tovbe prefent 3 by fiich fault 
Tam not defiled though knowne before. If the error be fuch asin confcience may 
not be tolerated, though not knowne'before hand,I. am bound,if prefent fome wa 


ro profeffe again it. This diftinStion of perfonall and niniferiall faults in this” 
cale untillitbe cleared by ‘fone Text of Scriprure or found reafon’ fiom the word," 


mu{t-goe for the devifeé ofmans ©» | 


A Church, a Minifter, ora Chriftian may be ftiffe in arerror (being mifpers 


{waded it is a truth)after many meanes long ufed to convince them ; ‘with whom 


be fuch‘as wecannot without hypocrify’ or denyall of the'truth hold communion, 
though fich meanes: of conviétion: have not’ gone: before. © But the corruptions 


alleadged again{t our forme of prayer for matter or manner, are fuch as one’ 
Chriftian may and muf ‘tolerate in another where ‘he hath’ no power to re- 


dreffe them, : 
Hath not Chriftian wifdome andiexperience of humane frailties’ lefened you 


(deere brethren) to bearesone with ‘another in matters of greater confequence 


then any have or can be objected truly again{t the form of prayer‘in ufe among us? 
And why fuch corruptions fhould not be afcribed to humane frailty.we fee not:For 
3 vine ; ‘ ° ® : < ) ° 

ifa godly Minifler make ufe‘of' a book in things which he judgeth lawfull for mats 
ter and manner,the corruption in him that’ ufeth it according to his judgement, 
from what caufe'can it {pring but humiane ignorance and frailty? Were affured 


you quefion not the integrity ofmany; who make much moretufe of the booke 


| at'the’ true worfhip “it fel Uhreafon, of feperation. anf to 6. argument. ° 


(and liberty of abfence froin Chrift hath -not. beene fhewed) ‘notwithfanding -: 


_ why for. every pat-.._. : . 7 
: dade bed Pe, With fruit and edification to Gods people: . 


_ then onely in a few. felect prayers. Prom the bottome of our hearts we defire and 
pray that God would remove out of his @hurch and ‘worlhip’ whatfoever offen= 


deth for matterormannet; and that all things maybe fo done; not onely that they 


may be tolerated but that they might ‘be-approved in’ the confeience of all men. 


ee age Bue weare perfwaded ‘that not: onely fore few elec prayers 
Wefee no warrant. byt many prayers 8 “other exhortations may lawfully be uied, 


a larger fenceis Idolatrousy adjoyned to Gods true wor fhip,we fhculd forbeare o 


To aggravate fan'ts efpecially ‘whet it tends to draw away people from the’ 


Ordinances of God,1s no Ieffe fault then. to excufe them , it may be greater and! 
therefore we dare ‘not elteemethe prayersread by a godly and faithfull Miniter 


ac¢ording to the booke in ufe among us ,-acorrupt facrifice whether in fuch as ° 


read them,or them that be prefent,In them that join according to Chrifts command: 


the corruptions, we hold the prayers to be an holy and acceptablé 
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14 The Reply to the anfwer of the fecond Pofition, 


' and pleafing to Jefies Chrift. The corrupt facrifice is that, which the deceiver 


bringeth voluntarily.and outof negle&,having a male in his flock: but the faith- 
full bringeth himielf and his godly defires according tothe will of God, and as for 
corruptions, whether refpeSting matter or forme,they are none ofhis, they cleave 
not to his Sacrifice to ftaine or pollute it. As for the Text ofthe Prophet AZak 
1.1 3,14. it is cited by many in this bufineffe, and to many purpofes applyed , ‘but 
we cannot finde chat in the Prophet for which it is here brought, The deceiver ss at- 
curfed that offereth a corrupt thing tothe Lord. This we reade and beleeve, but thata 
godly man, being prefent at this forme of prayer among us, read by a Sodlyand 


- faichfull Minifer, is the deceiver, who offereth a corrupt thing unto the Lord,that is 


mot proved. No argument can be brought from this place tothe purpofe , but 
by analogy, which isa kinde of arguing of all other moft ready at hand,butlya- 


ble to moft exceptions,and apt to draw afide, ifgceat care be not had , (which in 


this place we finde not) to take the proportion in every materiall point jult and 
right. And we defire fuch as alleadge this paflage of Scripture againft fimple pre- 
fence at the prayers of our Liturgy, advifedly to confider whether God allow 


. them to make fuch application of his truch which wee much doubt of , to fay 
- Nomore. i 


Your third propofition. Thatasyou are very tender of imputing finne tothof _ 
men that joyne in fome fle prayers read by an able and godly Minifter : fo on 
the other fide you are.not without feare , leait fuch joysing may be found unlaw- 
full,unleffe it may appeare that the Minifters. wich whom the people have commu- 
nion in reading thofe Prayers,neither give any {candall by reading them , mor give 
unlawfall honour to a thing abufed to Idolatry and Superftition, nor doe fuffer 
themfelyes to be finfully limited in the reading of them. — | 
t Wecannot conceive how you (hould imagine the practice of a godly Mini- 
Mer in reading fome few {ele prayers to be {candalous or offenfive in their con- 
gregations when the people generally, ‘not in their affemblies‘onely, but through- 
out the whole land,were perfwaded of the lawfulneffe of that courfe till now of 
late {ome have beene drawne away to feparate, who yet by warrant of Scripture 
produce nothing of weight to countenance that practice. ; 

2 Ifthe booke fhould be‘as you take it an idolathite, latent, offence doth not ob- 
lige. Ifany man fay unto thee!, this is facrificed to Idols, eat it notsfo that if it 
doe not manifely appeare that this practice is {candalous; it is not Jawfull for the 
people to withdraw themfelves. 

3 The book (we fpeake ofthe Liturgie fo far as itis found and good) by your 
confeffion.is no Idolathite, neither was it taken out of the Maffe-book in fuch fenfe 
as you objet, but rather the maffe && other Idolatrous prayers were added to it,for 
popery is as.a {cab or leprofie cleaving tothe Church, and many truths belonging 
to the Church as her proper legacie were ftollen and heaped together in that dees 
ee eee Pe Tn WIE Pay he ef . n 


SRT NES NS 
wanes b Ween 
<0 Pi tig Oy ee * 
: AA x2, Pe re 


oo ses tt _— 


__— sees Sg 


The Reply to the anfwer of the fecond Pofition. 5 
And why thetrue man may notchallenge his goods where ever he findsthé,orthe | 
thiefe plead ticle to the true mans goods by prefcription, we know not? Itisno 1 
hard taske to (hew that our Service~bocke was reformed in mo? things according | 
to the puceft Liturgies which were inufe in the Church long before the maffe was |” i 
heard of in the world,And if that could not be fhewed,yer forines of fpeech general- | 
ly taken(we fpeak not of this or that {peciall word or phra{é) is no more defiled by a 
Idolatry then the light aire, or place where Idolatry is committed. Ic is not unlaw- 
full to pray Lord helpe,or Lord have mercy, orto give thankes,praifed bee God, 
becaufe the Papilts hy, Lady helpe,or, praifed be God and the Virgin Mary. 

Fourthly, Put cafe the Minifter in reading fuch prayers gives offence , or attri- 
butes unlawfull honour to a thing abufed to Idolatry and Superftition , or fuffer 

 himnfelfe to be finfully limiced in the reading of them , what is thacto the faithfull 2 

“This can be ‘ho juft ground of the peoples not joyning with chem in the worfhip 

of God, for that offence is perfonall onely, and not the fin of them that be prefent, 

they joyn in prayer onely , and notin his reading or limiting himfelf.. Not to fay 
that every particular perfon mutt be herein both acculer andJudge.lfhe give offence 
mut they fumble atthe ftone , and feparate fromthe ordinance of grace? wee 

(hould'rather think it is their duty to look unto their feet , that they goe not awry. 

Let it be (hewed out of the Word of God, that either the Minifter. is guilty of gi- 

ving unlawfull‘honour, or thatthe people may lawfully withdraw themfelves in 

cafe he fhould do fo; and we will then fay as you do, but untill that be proved,(be- 


ing preffed and called to proffer our judgements) we believe that feparation is fcan- |) 


Compare what Mafter I.'D. 
hath written in defence Or ex- 
cufe in reforring tothe Affemb. 
of the S¢paratifts,called Bio v- 
nifts. Apal. Sclt.s, exam, p.6t. 


dalous and finfull, nevertaught of God, nor confir- 
med by the approved example of the godly in any age 
or time of the Churct :-yea, againft the politive I aw of 
God, injurious to the Churches, diitra@ing Chriftians, 
bringing contempt upon the Ordinances of God, and 
defrauding believers of the {pirituall food of their 


a 


cp Apol,Seét 8 exam.pag.246- 
| fouls, which is indeed to infringe their Chriftianliber- 
ty, and what ever may be thought of it now in former times ithath been accoun=  ~ . 
ted no {mall offence. | 
 -Biftly; ifthis and fuch like fcruples make it unlawfull to joyn in the ordenance of 
_ worthip, we muft hold communion with no fociety under heaven.. For may not the We 
~ brethren which hold all @inted Liturgies, and fet forms unlawfull fay wich like 

firength of reafon, Itis unlawfull to joyn inconceived prayer with others, if ei- | 
ther they give too little honour to it, as deeming the other Jawfull sor finfully limic- 
ing, or futfering themfelves to be limited to one flinted forme , though conceived at 

firft by them felves? And may not the brethren who hold a (tinted forme lawfull 
in like manner obje% ? It isunlawfull to joyn in prayer wich them,becaule they 


~ attribute coo much honour to conceived prayer, as making their deyiceand method = 
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the worfhip of God ? And may not the Brethren which hold it lawfull touf fome 
felected, prayers according to the forms among us, upon the. fame grounds con-— 
sdemne communion with both forts ?. and all of them one withanother., becaufe. 
-they either limit, themé{elves too much; or too little ? You fay in the expofition of 
the firft pofition, many Preachers conftantly ufea fer form of prayer of their own _ | 
making before their Sermons, mut you not fay upon this ground, that it isl unlaw- 
full to joyn with them,becaufe they fnfully Rint themfelyes ?In probability aGhri- ft 
{tian may prefume, that inthe. publike worfhip. of God, there will be throu shih | 
mane ignorance. &infirmity fomwhat amils for matter, or manner,or both, & that 
upon this ground, he mu‘t Joyn with no fociety in any part of Gods worfhipatall. 

The advancing of every {mall difference to this height , is that which will bring 
all to confufion,.1f men walk uniforme to their own principles. . It is well obferyed 
by Mafter J. Da. that unleffe men will yield fomuch favour each to other in fome 
difference of opinions; a diffolving not onely of Churches; but of humane focieties 
alfo muftneceffarily follow, & not onely nottwo Minifters,but not two men fhould 
live together, which were to put off even humanity it felfe, 

Sixtly , wee have credibly heard that you hold fellowthip wich profeffed, rigid 
Separatits without any acknowledgment of their errour,and receive than.as mem- 
bers, or communicate with therm in the priviledges of the Church, though you pro= 
feffe you approve not their opinion or practice. And if in godly wifdome, you can 
fee grounds to joyn with them , we marvell you fhould be fo timorous in this pate 
ticular. ; ‘ex 

Seventhly, if you judge the practice of {uch godly Minifters , fcandalous to them 
that feparate from the ordinance, becaufe it is not adminiftred inthis, or that, but ia 
a ftinted form. Itisa fcandall taken, and not given; and by forbearing , ifto con- 
firme men in errour, be to {candalize them, they fhould offend them themore: yea, 
they fhould prejudice the truth, and it might be an occafion to beget needleffe feru= 
ples in others, and draw them ignorantly from the fellowfhip of the Saintsin the — 
holy ordinances of God, atid Arengthen them who by your owne confeffion,are 
run too far into Schifme already. : 

TIT POSTTION, 
That the children of godly and approved Chriftians , are not tobe baptized untill 
their parents be fet members of fome particular Congregation 
Iv POSITION. | 

That the Parents themfelves,though of approved piety , are not tobe veceivedsa 

the Lords Supper, untill hey be adnsitted as fet Adembers. , 
Anfiv. , 
Hefe two Pofitions may be maintained with one and the fame defence ,, being 
fomew hat coincident,and therfore we joyn them as ifthey were but one. There- 
fore to prevent all miftakes,it may pleafe you totake notice that we are not of His 
; : ju §" 
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The Replyto the anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions, = 17 | 
judgement who refinfe all religious communion with fuch as arenot Church Meny : 
‘bers , nor doe wee appropriate communion in this priviledge of the feals only to 
the Members of our own Churches 5 excluding all other Churches of Chrift from 
the fame, though they may be through errour or-humane frailty defective in fome 
matters of order, provided that the liberty of our Churches be preferved,of receiving 

{uch fatisfaction as is meet (as well by Letters of recommendation , or otherwile 
- if it be requifite).concerning thofe whom weeadmit unto fellowfhip ‘in the feals.. | 
- Foras we account it our duty to keepe the unity of fpirit inviolate with any, in i 
whom we difcerne any fruits of the fpirit, fo we hold our felves bound to difcharge 
this duty,according to order. Spirituall cOmunion in prayers, holy conferences*®& o- 
ther religious actions of like nature we maintain with al godly perfons,though they 
be not in Church order:But Church communion we hold onely with Church nem-= 
_ bers admitting to fellowthip of the feals the known and approved,& orderly recom=- 
_ mended members of any true Church. But into fellowfhip of the cenfures, admit- 
- cance of members and choice of Officers, onely the members of that particular 
Church whereof they and we (any ofus) fand members. Thefe things being pre- 
- mifed, the confiderations whereupon our judgement and practice is {wayed for ad- 
miniftration of the Seals onely to fuch as are in order of a true vifible Church are 
_ thefe that follow. 7 
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Reply, 
im oe Hat is here premifed to spite all miftakes, doth feem more to raife 
vs then to abate {cruples if we miftake not your meaning. You refufe not 
‘ © .. all religious communion with all chat are not Church inembers, and 
‘fo much they profeffe,who formerly have gone for , and profeffed themfelves Sepa= 
ratifts from our Affemblies. You do not appropriate this priviledge of the Seals one~ 
ly to the members of your own Churches, excluding all other Churches of Chrift 
from the fame ; If your meaning be onely this , that you deny not the Sacraments 
-adminiftred in other Churches to bethe true Sacraments of Chrift for fubftance, 
then you afcribe little more to the Churches of Chrift in this,then tothe Synagogue. 
of Satan, the Churchof Rome, For you willnotdeny Baptifine adminiftreda= | 
| mong them to be true for fubflance : If you deny not to have fellowfhip with them 
_ -in the Seals, and to admit them to the Sacrament, and to: communicate with them: 
_ then either your judginent is contrary to your praGtice , or you exclude the Chur- 
_ ches of Exgland from the number of true vifible Churches of Chrift, which is to de- 
{troy what you formerly builded, and here profeffe. All poffible ‘care tokeep the 
Ordinances of God from contempt, we allow and commend, provided you go not 
beyond the Lords warrant, and deny not the priviledgts of che Church to them, to 
_ whom they are due by divine appointment , nor the name and title of Church to 
thofe focieties {which God hath plentifully bleffed with means of orace, have recei- 
_ ved the Tables and Seals,and have entred into Covenant with his Highnefle. Your 
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8 0 The reply ta the anfwer tothe third and fourth Pofitions, 
Tibortyito geceivedirch fatiste Vion as is meet, is not called into gueftion > nor whe- 
“her you are tokeep the bond of the Spirit inviolate according to order, But whe- 
ther this be to keep the bond of the Spirit inviolate (viz) to exclude fram the Sacra- 
apent true vilible believers or knowne recommended Chriftians, formerly members | 
of viible Churches among us; and their children;becaufe they are not members(as | 
youdpeak) in Chirch Order. And whether God alloweth to put this difference be-~ 
eween Church n vers of your focteties & other vifible believers walking in holines, 
‘though notadimitted inembers of any fociety according to your Church order, ‘as to. 
teceive the one,though members of another fociety,unto the Seals, and to debar the 
other.and their children. Thef are the things to be confidered in thefe prefent pofi- | 
tions. And firft we will examine your Reafons for your judgment and practice by 
themfelves, and then fofar as we judge meet , try your anfwers tothe objeQions 
you make again(t ir. + - 
pire: 1 Confideration, 3 

ak He Seals. Baptifin & the Lords Supper are given to the Church, a3 a priviledoe 

peculiar therto in ordinary difpenfation. Indeed the preaching ofthe word isnot — 

fo, being an ordinance given not onely for the edifying of the Church already ga- 
thered.but alfo for the gathering of mento the Churches that yet are without:wher= 
as the difpenfing of the Seals is Gods Ordinance , given onely for the edifying of 
the Church being gathered, and not for the gathering of ic: And becaufe there.is 
now, Mo univerfall vifible Church on earth wherein the Seals are difpenced 5 ‘there 
being No:place,nor time , nor Officers, nor Ordinances appointed in the New Te- 
fia nent, by Chrift our Lord,» for any fuch Affernblies as the /ewes had under 
Moles. be hist 


It remains that the Chriftian Churches, whereunto thefe priviledges were given, 
are congregationall, confifting onely of fo many as may and do meet together ordi- 
narily in.one place for the publike worfhipping of God; and their own edifying. 

. Hence it isthat we read:fo much in the New Teftament of the Churches in the 
| Pplurall number; the Churches of Chrift, the Churches of God . 
Kom 1616. © the Churches of the Saints :and not onely when they were of divers 


69-1816. Nations, the Churches of the Gentiles, but alfoof the fame Nation, 
* 14.33. 


Row 16 4, The Churches of Iudea » and not onely when that Country was of 
Gals 22, large extent and circuit, the Churches‘of 4a, but alfo of a Gnall 
rThefs44, .  partofthe Country, The Churches of Galatia » yea, when conere- 
ate 1619. gations in feverall Cities are {poken of, They are called Churches,as 
Sz : is 3 the Churches of Lerufelems the Churches at Antioch. To wind up al], 
&19 37. feeing the Churches fin the Golpell are congregationall, and thst 


& 15.25.38; Baptifmeand the Losds Supper (being Church priviledges) belong 
onely to the Churches, it will follow , that as Cicy priviledges be- 

long.cnely to Citizens. and their children: fo baptifine and the Lords Supper being 
Church 
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Church priviledges , belong onely to the meinbers of particular Churches» 4 


their feed. And that feeing figdlim fequitur domum , to apply them to others 


‘what is it but to abufe them? As {eal of a éorporation is abufed if added to Se 
firme the grant of priviledges which are peculiar to isi Towne corporate to one 
chat being no free~man of that‘ corporation is uncapac.¢ ther cof. 


you underftand onely acongregationall affembly in Church order, the feales were 
“ft ine iia to it. But to exatine eyery thing in order as it is pro~ 
ipoun oan thi ; 

{ ¥ The Seales, Baptifme, and the Lords Supper, are given to the Church as pri- 
viledges: peculiar thereunto , not onely in ordinary (as you fay) but 

alfo in extraordinary difpenfation. True baptifme is not without the Eph. 4. 4,5. 
Church , bue within it.an’ ordinance given to it, and they thatare i 
baptifed,muft needes be ofa Church. . The Sacratnents are the feales of the Cove- 
nant tothe faithfull 5 which is the forme of the Church, and when Mr fubRance 
rightly ufed, tokens and pledges of our fpirituall admit- 
tance and entertainment into the Lords family, and Sym- 
bolls or teftimonies whereby the people of God are diftin- 
guifhed frony all other Nations. This is moft certain, as in 
the ordinary; fo inthe extraordinary difpenfation of the | | - 
Seales,as is confirmed by the Texts of Scripture alleadgedin the Margine. For 
the Apoftles (as you fay) difpenced the feales in an extraordinary way; butthe 


Atts2.38.41. Gen t.to. 
Math,12,.14 20. 

Robinf” againft Beynereal. 
difcul.pa.77- 


: the Church, priviledges of {pirituall admittance and entertainment into the Lords 
amily.: : : ‘4 

) phere you fay the difpencing of the Seals is an Ordinance given onely for the 
edifying of the Church being gathered,and not for the gathering of ic.mu‘t it not be 
underftood in extraordinary,difpenfation as wel as ordinary:To what pupofe then 
fex¢ thofe words (in ordinary difpenfation)added to the propofition ? ifthereby you 
would intimatethat the Sacraments be not the peculiar priviledges of the Church, 
and Seales of the Covenant in extraordinary difpenfation , iris evidently croffe 
tothe Text you cite , and to your felves afterward. If your meaning be, that in 
jordinary: difpenfation the Sacraments doe of right belong to them onely, who bee 
fet members of a vifible congregation, it is all one with the conclufion, that which 
is in-queftion and: fhould be proved, and that which this yery Scripture doth plen- 
ufully difprove’; for they that were baptifed were not fet members of a particular 
congregational! Church whereunto they were baprifed, nor ina Church way be= 
tore baptifme (as isevident and granted bythe moft of your felves ) but by bap- 
: 2 tifme 
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| l* by the Church be underftood the Society of men, ptofeffing the entire faith of — 
Chrift, the feales are given unto it asa peculiar priviledge; but ifby the Church ~ 


fealesdifpenced by the Apoftles were Seales of the covenant, priviledges peculiar ‘ 
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20 The reply tothe anfiver of the third and fourth Pofnions. 
tifme folemnly admitted into the Church, and then it is not for your purpofe ; or’ 
they were et embers (as fore of the brethren-{eeme tocontend in an{wer to the 


objection framed again@ this confideration) and then thew. 


1e words are more then fu-. ~ 
perfluous. Added,they were ro prevent the objeStion which you forefaw might be: 
made from the Apoltles practice a 


o 
of the confideration it felf= 


nd example but fo.as they cut afunder the finews , 
ric, and make itof no force. For as thofe beleivers were - 
ofthe Church: fo are approved Chriftians and their feed ainohg us: therefore the” 
priviledges of the feales belonguntothen, . — in, 9) 4 
‘2 And as the feales: { js the word of falyation preached and received a privie- 
ledge of the Church, If by the preaching of the word you underftand nothing-but:.; 
the tender of falvation or the publifhing of the will of God, concerning .the fal) 
vation of man, whether by: private. or. publike perfons ; it is-not proper to the 
Church but an ordinance given for the gathering of men-to.the-Church, and not + 
only for the edifying of the Church, For the Apoftles fir: preached to the Gen= - 
tiles when Infidels, that they might-be converted ; And we doubt notbut a Mini-) 
{ter or private Chriftian comming into a. country of Irfidells, may.as occafion is: 
offered,and as they fhall be inabled, inftru& and perfwade them to“receive the 
faith of Chrift: but if by the preaching of the word be meant the giving of the word + 
to a people,to abide and continue with them, and coffequently their receiving of - 
iat leaft in profeffion then it is proper to the Church of God. aie CRTs 
Lev 2653: The word makes difciples to Chrift, and the word given to.a people % 
Dert.sg.12, is. Gods covenanting with them, and_ the peoples receiving this 
& 36.17.18. word’ and profeffing their faith in God through Iefus Chriftis the > 
bgt tee taking of God to-bee their God. The lawes and {tatutes. which: 
aie aaa Sack CS gave to Iftaell, was the honour.and ornament to that Nation, ~ 
& 6. Pi4.3247 19 : : 
a0Neh.9.13, andateftimony that God had feparated them from all other peo= : 
Att. 7.38.ink. ple, eyen the Gentiles themfelves being Iudges. The word of recon= 
16.29.2 Cors- ciliation. is {ent and given tothe world reconciled in Iefus Chrift; — 
sachin and they that receive the doctrine, law, or word of God are the-- 
ab bis oh: a Ditciples, fervants and people of God.. : 
In your fecond confideration you intimate that. there is a two fold preaching, 
the one by office and authority, the other in Common charity, or how ever elfeit:> 
may be called. For thus you write. God hath. joyned to preach. ( vz by office) and»; 
to baptize together, therefore we may not. feparate them. Now. to-preach unto,: 
that isto inftruét or counfell in charity is a duty which may he performed ta - 
an infidell, but to preach by office is proper to them that are called 
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eg 


tant, 


Robin agiinft 


to that office : and foto be taught and infruSted by Officers in the: 
Bei asd Church is proper to the Church: | 


To kaye paftors #ho fhall feed with knowledge and underftanding isa gift of : 
EECA ENED OS re matrimoniall:. 
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matrimoniall love which God vouchfafeth unto his Church. 


a4 Baresi i The Apoftles firft gathered Churches and then ordained elders 


AG t7.26, 1a che in everie Citie or Church; fo that it is proper to the Church to be 


fameverfe the fed and guided by true {piricuall pafers who teach and bleffe. 
{fame perfons are _ inthe name ofthe Lord. And if the, word preached and recei-. |||. 


] { f i? es 
sete aut ooved bee a certaiine note of the true Church,they that have “intyre= 


Chritians pag.116. ly received the word of falvation and have Paftors godly and 
127.211 &c. allo faithfull to feede and guidethem, they and their feed have right 
Page $k - >’ and intereft unto the feales in order. 

» Moreover the'true worfhip of God isan infeparable and infallible marke ofthe 
true Church ‘of God, for where Chrift is, there is his Church. This is the preroga~ 
tive of the church. Fhe Prince fhall bein the midft of them, and he fhall: go in when 
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See Layarer on : ig ; 
Exh Math 38. tain they are gathered in the name of Chrift that being lawfully cal- 


20. Ier.24- 9 led doe affemble to worfhip God and call upon his name in the 
mediation of Ielus Chrift.In times paft, the Church was acknowledged by 
Jot.2q. 44. the feare of God, and entyre Service of his Majeltie, by the pro- 
fefling of the true faith and faithfull calling upon Gods name. The figaes of Apo- 

—. ftolike Churches arethefe. The continuance in the Apoftles doSrine 
baa andfellowfhip,and breaking of bread and prayer-And if faith, true and 

~ '..\ lively(though mixed withmany doubtings and errors) make a mana 
living member of Iefus Chrift,the entyre profeffion of true faith joyned with holy» 
nefle of life in fome meafure an{werable thereunte, makes a man a true member 


of the vifible Church. And if thefeales belong to the Church in right and orderly dif . } 


penfation, they that joyne together in the true worfhip of God, according to his 
will; with godly ‘and faithful paftors; they have right and title to the Sacraments 
according ‘to diyine inftitution. t 7 


Thirdly, that there is now no vifible (atholike Church in your fenfe will ea- 


fily bee granted.é.e.there is no univerfall fociety confifting of all fuch as are ac- . |) 


counted or to bee e{teetned Chriftians,fubjeéted to one or many: vniverfall Paftors 


or guides, wherwithall ‘fubordinates muft’ communicate im fome facred things | | 
which may make them ofe' Church and which. may'and can be performed by that . |) 


yniverfalland head Chutch only. Suchan vniverfall’ Chriftian. Church Chrift 


never ordained, no not in the dayes of the A poftles, ro whom all the care ofall the - || 


Churches,. was committed. The Churches planted by the Apoftles ‘had all the 


fame fubftantiall'lawes and cuflomes, the fame guides and officers for kinde, the i 


fame ordinances of worfhip and meanes of Salvation : But ene ficck or Society 


in the fore mentioned acceptation they were not,becaufe they were but fubordinate . ii 


to onevifible head,Chrift,with which they were to hold: union and. communion 
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in my namethere am I in the middeft among them. And for cer- 


Tie 


they goe in, &c. And (hrift faith, where 2. or 3. are met together i , 
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‘||| in fome rere. to be performed ‘by them all jointly affembled at fome fpeciall 


| folemnity, nor fubje&ted to the government of any fupreame tribunal] con{tantly 
to be erected and continyed among them, 


Nil ener Nevertheleffe,in fome refpests of rea- 
Mit} As ae * poten a CF Selieee fe heeh Ne fon, the vifible Church , may be'called. 
}/))| gem rally ome fo dand flack, 1oba 10,36. Freck. : dole p 
ve a 5 aa terich is hig Church, as h= faich, aad the Church, theepfold or flock of Chrift; 
1))|) sem flack, the fick of my pare aroncen: reek 4 0 for if the whole fociety or body my fli- . 
Nl) 3%. Aynfm, Cant 1.8. Suce itis that hee is noae -call of Chrift be one, this Church mili - 


Hs Sas ata $3 or s relpedt ot men tantin like fort is one : the unity of 
which is without Chritts { eepfold , for chere is ic . nots inth : oie. 
“ore fhe:pfold and one theepleard. Tob go 16. which feciety confitts.in that uniformi 


|||. Robinfaprink Bers likef; 3 ty, which.all everall perfons thereunto 
An Rebaiaeiied 4 : ace cae | i esis » have by reafonof thatore 
_ ||), Lord whofe fetvants they all are, and profeffe themfelves, that.one Spirit whereby 
|) || they are.animated as the body by one foul ; whereby they believe in Chrift, and 
which they acknowledge and profefle, that one Baptifme inward and outwards . 
whereby they put on Chrift, and are initiated. nati | = 
| or as . This. fociety is onein the inward frui- 
| Hiecron.tom.2.Ep.85. ec altera Ro- tion and enjoying .of the benefits of 
(|i) ma arbe Ecclefia, alteratorius orbisex« Chrifts Death and Refurrection , and in: 
|| | éfiasanda eft, Gallia,& Britannia, outward profeffion of thofe things which 
| Afia, Cc. & omnes barbare Nationes fapernaturally appertain tol the-very efe. 
i) nem Christum adorant , unam obfer- {ence of the Church,and areneceffarily re- 
ll vant regula veritatis. | quired,in every Chriftian, this accepration’ | 
1] of the word is not unufuall in Scripture. - 
}|\| As God hath fet fome in the Church. His bodies fake which is the Church: The 
‘|| Church ez. whereof Paw! was made a Minifter, and whereunto the reft of the 
Apoftles were ordained s which was the Catholike vifible Church; 
ve the fociety of men profeffing the faith of Chrift throughout the 
vit | ih oe world, divided into many, ‘particular. Churches- whereof fome ate 
7 pure, others impure, fome more,others leffe found. Hereunto it may 
be added, that every multitude and fociety of believers are indefinitely called the 
| |, Church; I perfecuted the Church of Ged. The hou of God which is > 
4 0%.15.9, ~~ the Church of the living God. In which. fenfe ail the Churches 
FC : in the world may truly be calledsone. And thus the Apoftle Peter 
t Tim.z.45. Writing to many difperfed Churches, who could not affemble in one 
x Pet.g.2, _ place nor be fed by one Shepherd, +fpeaketh of them fingularly as one 
| flock. Feed the flock of God which is among. you. But that: flock 
axe the ftrangers difperfed through Postus, Galatia, Afra, Gappadecia, and Bythiniag 
q which could not, poffibly joine together in the Ordinances’ 
|| | Paftores funt omnes, of Worfhipj,, or make one difting congregated appa 
i : ai 


tate Ectlefia, 


The reply to the anfwer of the third ana fourth Pofictons. 43 | 


fed grex unis gui ab And if the Catholike Militant Church be one Society, the 
Apoftolis omnibus u~ Seals that are given as a prefogative to the Church are given 
nanims confenly paf- unto it,and the true Members of the Catholike Church have 


catar. Cypt.de ung- right and title to them in due order,though they be notad- | 


d 


icted into the Church fellowfhip you fpeak of. 


peta antes a sa N Ps Fot as the flock or fociety is one: . fo is 
Ext paftores mule fumus, dnums tamen the Minittery, Faith, Covenant, and Sa- 
gregem pafcimus , Cypr.l.3. Epiftola _craments, which are given as a communi- 
13+ Cum fit a Christo una Ecclefia per on prerogarive unto the whole Church, 
totum mundum in multa membra divifa and not appropriated to this or thar part 


‘tem Epifcopatis unus :Epifcoporum + ormember , as feparated froin the whole; 


multcrums concord: numero diffufus,@’c. which is further evidenced hereby , that 
‘Cyprl.4.Ep.7. ; ~" fometime it hath, and too often it may 
pif" | 3 fall out, that a Chriftian may be atrue 
meinber of the univerfall vifible Church (¢.e. he may hold, profeffe, and maintain 
that holy Catholike Faith,pure,and undefiled ;without which no man can be faved) 
who for the prefent is no adtuall member ‘of any particular or vifible fociety in 
Church order. "A's for example, a man may be cut off by Excommunication,from 

all commerce with the prefent vifible Church wherein hee was bred 
Isha 934.35. and born, when hee is not cut off from the Catholike , Orthodoxall 
Ca ihan & Church. Hee may be deprived of participacion of the Ordinance in 
A‘banafius may Very particular fociety, when his right and title'to them ‘is uch ber- 
be for an ex- ter then thefe who have moft injurioufly caft him out, or debatred 
ample. him of the means of falvation. 

The communion of Saints, whether vifible or invifible is the effe&t and’ proper- 
ty of the Church Catholike , and agreeth to the feverall parts and members theres 
of, as they be members of that body under the head , and if particular Churches 
have commuuion together’ it mu of neceffity be; that they bee parts and mem- 
bers of the whole body which is one. 

4- Though there be no univerfall congregation or affembly nor can be imagi- 
ned, yet there are and have beene many vifible affemblies‘or focieties, true Church= 
es of Chri, to whom the Prerogative of the Seals is given, which have not beene 
united and knit togethér, in Church-order into one congregationall body or foci- 
ety, For every fociety in covenant with God is thetruc Church of God: for 
what is it to be the flock, people or fheepe of God, but to be the Church of God? 
And where there isa Covenant.there is the people of God. They that 


COMET. TE ave che faith of Abraham, are the children and feed of Abraham, 


Lev.i6.126 


- Aporry13, and within the Covenant of Abraham (though but two orthree) and 


Heb.16,t0, fo of the fame Church with him by that covenant, The co;mnnicati- 


a SS 
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sheb,aenvat omand accepting ofthe tables of the covenant is an undoubted token 
 fernpeasy. of a people in covenant or confederate, butevery fociety profefling the 
Romgzsg. trdeand entire faith, foyning in prayer and thankelgiving, receiving 
Gen.:2,3- the truth of God to dwell among them, and in fome meafure confor= 
Gul.3 6,78, ming themélves to the obedience of Gods Comnmandernenits, is inco= 
kc palak “venant with God. Icis fimply neceffary to the being of a Church 
Biba ua that it be laid upon Chrift the foundation , which being done, the 
- remaining of what is forbidden ,. or the want of what is commanded, 

cannot put the fociety from the title or right of a Church.For Chrift is the founda~ 


united untohim,buile upon him, having communion with him and growing up in 
him are the erne Church of God : and if the feals be annexed to; the: covenant by 
God himfelfe,as we cannot deny a people in covenant to be the Church,fo we mult — 
not deny theirright and titleto the Sacraments, If therefore the meaning of the - 
ropofition be,that the feales be given to the Church, thatis, to true and found 
Chriftians,and people in covenant with God,as:a priviledge whether in ordinary 
or extraordinary difpenfation we accept it as. good and found, but it makes againit _ 
your judgement and practice in keeping away fuch as have right and title to the 
ordinances. Ifyourneane the feales are given to the (“hurch, that is, onely to fet 
members of fome particular fociety combined by covenant (as itis among you) 
wecannot receive it, becauf ie implieth a diftintion not taught in Scripture » and 
croffe to your felves. And for thething it felfe the Scripture hath nothing but many 
things againft it as hath beene fhewed. Borainga & Spe ede en 
5 If itbe granted that the feales are the prerogative of a particular vilible 
Church, known and approved C hritians among us, and their {eed are members of 
ue and vifible Churches,arid fo to be efteemed among.you before they be enired 
into Church memberfhip as you call it. For every fociety profeffing the intire and 
true faith,and joyning together in the right ufe.of che Sacraments in 
See Mr. IsD. - matters fubftantiall is the true Church of God, and every vifible — 
Apol, 114 St. “|, teever receiving the word and profeffing the true intire faithsad- 
gti tN S mitted to the right and lawfull participation of the Sacraments is-2 
vifible member of the true Church, ifhe have neither renounced that fociety,nor de- 
ferved juftly to be caft out by excommunication ot Church cenfure. For the intire 
profeffion of the truth, the dwelling of the truth among men, the right ufe of the Sa~_ 
craments (which is ever joyned with truth of Doctrine, and to be efteemed by it} 
is proper to them that be in covenant with God, And they that truly partake of 
the Seales muft needes be of a Church, for the ales. are not without but within the _ 
Church an ordinance given unto it,and ifthey betrue members of the true Church= 
_ es.of Jefus Chrift,other Churches, are ‘bound to hold communion with them in the 
ordinance of worfhip as divine providence fhail minifter occafion. = 3 
: i | z 
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sion and head corner Aone of the Church, anda people comming unto Chrift, | 
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In anfwer to the ninth pofition you fay the members of other Churches 
known and approved by vertue of communion wich Churches, doe mutually and 
with good acceptance communicate each of them at others (Cburches, even fo often 
as Gods providence leads them thereunto, and themfelves defire it. In your pre- 
face to this confderation,you fay you admit to fellowfhip of the feales, the known, 
- approved,and orderly recommended members of any true Church ; and if knowne 
and approved Chriftians, members of our Churches comming over into New Eng- 
land {hall defice either to have their children baptized,or to be admitted theinfelves 
to the Lords Supper before they be fet members of any fociety there, we defire to 
— know upon what grounds from God you candeny. them, if you ackuowledge 
our Churches, Miniflery, and Sacraments, to be true and of God (as"cu profeffe) 
and the members of the Church be known and approved, grderly recommended 
unto you. 

Iris the priviledge of Chriftians baptifed themfelves , and walking in the faith, 
that their children fhould have right to baptifme in all true Churches in the world. 
It is the priviledge of Chriftians lawfully and juftly admitted to the Lords Supper 
in one vifible Church, and walking in covenant with God , that they have right 
to this priviledge in all Churches profeffing their intire faitl:, and you mult thew 
juftand found reafons from God of your judgement and practice in debarring- 
their feed from baptifme, and parents themfelves from the Supper, of clfe (to ufe 
the words ofa reverend Elder among you, in,a cafe of lefleimpor~ 7) gnoi, 5 
tance, and not concerning fo many) you will be found guilty of - scét. exom. pag. 
adding tothe words, and making eleven Commandements ; and 61,&18. 
_ fetting up humane cuftomes , and felfewill againft Gods appoint- 

ment. For the Sacraments are given to the Church asa priviledge peculiar th ere~ 
unto, but you deny this priviledge to the true vifible members of the Church, (as 
your felves confeffe, )For if the Minifters be the Minifters of Chrift, and their con- 
gregations the Churches of Chrift', then knowne and approved Chriftians arc 
membersofthe Church. In your. opinion the members of the Jewifh Church 
might be received unto baptifme, upon confeffion of the Chriftian faith, before they 
wereentred into Church fellowfhip, and it is more then ftrange to us that you 
— fhould nos thinke the true vifible members ofthe Churches of Chri to have as 
~ much title and intereft to the Seales , as the members ofthe Jewifh Church to the 
Sacrament of Baptifine. | 

6 The diftiné Churches mentioned in the New Tefament, it is not certain that 
they were congregationall focieties confifting onely of{o many as might and did 
meete together ordinarily in yne place at one time for the publike worfhip of God, 
and their own edification, and ifthis weregranted it would not carry the weight 
that was laid upon it, But becaufe it may make way for the clearing of ome other 

~ points 
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points pertaining to difcipline and Church orders, we intreat leaveto fet'dewne, | 
and defire you to examine what may be objeted again‘ it. We will not infift up- | 
on this that the leaft circuite wherein there is méation of Churches, is ampleenough: | 
to containe fome dioceffes’and the leaft City; populous enough to 
Eucer dif.e) 3 make many numberfome congregations.. Nor upon this, that to- | 
Pt 43 & 48. meete at one time and one place, as one affembly is a thing meere- 
p4.2i6. : sit) c . ‘ 

. ly accidentary to the unity ofthe Church and fociety Ecclefiafticall 
which is flillone , when they are difperfed afunder, and no particular man ofthat | 
fociety at fic remaining now alive. The number of beleevers was fo great in. 
fome Cities as they could not conveniently meete in one place as one affembly to 


worthip the Lord according to his will ard for their edifying. That there was a. 


Church gathered in the City of Samaria by the miniltery of Philip will not be de-. | 
nyed, for they receivedthe word and were baptifed, but thatthe Church inthac 
City was onely a congregationall affembly is more then can probably be conclu- 


ded out of Scripture. For the whole City or the greateft part could not ordinari- 


ly affemble in one place to theit edification : But the whole City 


AG.8.6. 15 of Samaria, ina manner, (as it is probable) imbraced the faith, 

As the who'e City from the leaft to the greateft had given heede to. 

Sisson Afagus before, foto Phillip now when he preached Chrift,. 

| And the Text faith exprefly that Samaréa received the Gofpell. 

ais 2. 4% ~The Chriftian Churchat Lernfalem was one and diftinst, but it 

e ak as <1 gtewand increafed fir to 3000. then to sooo. afierwards multi- 
he e"T tudes of men and women were added, and the multitude of Di 


4. 
At 3 rH 
& 18.12. 


ciples increafed , it is alfo moted'thata company ofthe Pricfts received the faith. 


The Syriacke hath itofthe Jews, (/cil.) inhabiting Judea, butthe Greeke, Ara- 
bian, vulgar, Chrifofhoms & Erhsopians approvethe former, and the number of the 
Eva.2. 36,37, Priefts was not {mall : there is mention alfo of millions of beleevers.. _ 
8. And when all the Apoftles, or thegreateft part of them remained at 
AG@.2 &83.  Jerufalem for atime continuing in the miniftery of the word and 
a ae a prayer, and that they might doe itthe more earneftly and diligent- 
Gar 1828, 1yzleft the care of the poore to others : how can we thinke but that. 
Church did grow exceedingly, and thenumber of beleevers there to 
be more then could fitly meete ordinarily in one congregation. Without queftion 
the number of beleevers.in Axtroch was not {imall,of which it is faidexprefly, that 
a ereat number beleeved, turned tothe Lord and that a great multitude was ad- 
ded to the Lord by the preaching of Barnabas, and that Paul and 
A& x1,21. Barnabas continued theie one whow yeere preaching the word of 
God, and teaching the multittide;fo that the Difciples were firft called 
Atel 24.26 Chriftians.at Amtioch, After that this Church was vifited by ax 
and: 


\ 
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Athy 3 12 and Barnabas , who contiriued there teaching and preaching the i 
£4 27.¢1 19.39 Word of God with many others alfo, and may wee not thinke | 
3453 5- that this Church did quickly rife to fuch bigneffe that they f 
: could not well affemble in one congregation asnow wee call — ‘a 
them ? 7 a 


Ic will eafily be credited that the number of believers was not finall at Ephefus,) | 
a we call to minde that when Pawl had been there but two yeerss all | 
Alls1g.10. chey that dwelt in A/a had heard the word of the Lord both Jews and: i 
| a y ae &  Grecians;thata great doore and effectuall was opened to himat E~ {7 
| a 19 19. phefus, That che art fp making Shrines, and Dssaes Temple was in : 
ZZ danger'to be ferat nought, and that thofethat had ufed curious arts, 
came and burnt theit books in the fight of all men, which could not be done with- 
“out great danger unto the Charch, unleffe a great part of the City had believed. 
"Where a Church did comprehend a City with its Suburbs and the Country circum- 
“jacent, i.e. the believers who profefled the faich within that circuit. It might well be 
‘that the number did fo increafe through the extraordinary bleffing af God , which 
accompanied the preaching of the word in thofe primitive times, and firft planting 
of the heavenly Kingdome , that they could not well meet ordinarily in one place, 
_and yet continued one Society. For when a number is gathered «in {mall Villages, 
or fome added to the number already gathered , it is not meet they fhould be neg~ 
‘edted becanfe Gnall, ror divided from the body, becaufe the number not competent 
to make an intire and perfett body of it felfe. The increafe of the Churches doth re- 
quire an increafe of Elders, and (if they grow to bigneffe more then ordinary) an 
_inereafe of places for their affembling, when the effence of the vifible Church ts not 
changed, nor one multiplied or divided into many. And it is more available for the 
good of the Church; and farther removed from all ambition, if the Society fhall a!- 
femble occafionally in divers places as parts and members of the body, then to con- 
Aitote a diftinS free Society confifting of a few Believerssnot fit’ to make up an in- 
| tire body contrary to the precedent examples of the Apoftles. In times of grievous 
and hot perfecution the Churches of God’could notaffemble in any great number 
_ in publick places, but have been compelled to meet in Woods, Caves, Dens , and 
| dark corners, as the Lord hath offered opportunity ,”one-and the fame Society in 
fundry places : So that either it is not effentiall to the Church to meet together in 
_oneplace ordinarily, or their Society is broken off by perfecution, when their meet 
_ ing together in one place is interrupted. Tt is faid by fome where the Church grew 
ee greater, fometimes by the fi uddain and extraordinary converfion of |. 
| Rebinfon asain Srore then could well fo aflemble! then was there prefently a difper= | 
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Pern p.rg6. “ ' ayy tees nay 
; Gon of the formér, and a multiplication of more particular Aflem= || 
| blies. But in the Scriptures quoted no fuch thing doth appeare, but ratherthecon- |||) 
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Sr trary as hath been proved. In afiersimes when the Church was 
Ext 6.6 6.3$.. within the Cities as of Rome, Ephefus, Alexandria , Carthace, 
Tee te Wari the number of Believers did greatl dthe 
Ruff. erufa C1, OC. tue number of Believers di Steatly exceed the 
| bignefle of a convenient and ficting affembly which might ordi- 
narily congregate in one place to worfhip God according to his 2ppointiment when. 
the Chrrch was. but one. | ; he 
Seventhly, Seeing then both the Seals inordinary and in extraordinary difpenfa- 
tion belong to the Church, #d ef? vo the faithfull, and repentant, taught rnade Dif-. : 
ciples, who have received the word, believe; and profeffe the faith; have teceived the 
holy Ghoft,and walke in obedience, who are megpbers of other vifible Churches, 
or to be made members of a vifible Church for the time being, by admittance unto 
the Sacraments, and not unto fer members of congregational! affemblies only. And> 
feeing the godly and faithful! Minifters among us are che true Minifters of Chrifts. 
and their godly congregations, true Churches, and knowne, and approved Chrifti- — 
ans; truc members of vifible Churches formerly baptized, and-adinitted to the Lords: 
Supper. This confideration is of no weight to juftifie your opinion and practice in: 
debarring known and approved Chriftians; profeffing the faith, members of the — 
true vifible Churches amoagft us from the Lords Supper, or their feed from Bae. 
ptifme,becaufe they be not yet received as fet members of fome particular cOgrégati- 
' on among you: And if fuch Believers are not to be received tothe Seals, we defire. 
it | you to caniider if ever the Sacraments of the New Teflament,were rightly difpenfed' 
| in the Churchofthe NewTeftament from the firft:Plantation thereof unto this day. 
| The Seale doth follow the grant, and as the Sealé-is prophaned; if it be puttoa 
~ falfe grant or Charter, fo arethe faithfull wronged if the Seale ina lawfull-way de- 
fired; be denied tochem that have received the Srant, de. have 
| i hit de Sacra.contr, right unto Jefus Chrift,and communion with him.But the faith-. 
@ bapt. qu 2. & 3. 


| full who have received the word. with gladneffe, believe yj. and™ 
£22.237,238: 5 ” : 
Atterf.of the Sact:  profeffe, be members knowne and approved by other vifible 
Lec 6 folatt. Churches;or fuch as defire to be admitted members of that vifible 


Society forthe time by communicatingin the ordinance, areal- _ 
ready partakers of the grantor charter, have ri ght and interet.in Chrift, nay law- 
fully defire the Seals , and may be admitted as members for the time being of that. 
particular Soeicty. Therefore to debar fuch, from the Lords Supper , and their feed 
from Baptifme, is againft the Law of nature, and the pofitive Law of God, an in=_ 
jury.to the faichfull and their feed, a wrong to the Catholike vifible Church, that 

“particular fociety, and the Paftors themfelves that fo debar them. They finned grie- 
voufly who deferred Baptifme co the end of their life, and the negligence of Paftors - 
and Teachers who did not inftrué. the ignorant and reprove the fu- 
perftitious, was great, And is not: the feverity. in debarring-fuch as _ 
crave and defire. to be admitted to the Seals anin jury to be repre- 
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Anfw,2 Confider the ordinary adminiftration of the Seales is limited to the 

miniftery and the miniftery toa particular Church; therefore the feals alfo mut 
neceflarily be proper to the Church and to the members thereof. 

1 That theadminiftration.of the feales is limited to their Miniftery is evident 
from the firft inftitution AZath. 28..19.. where God hath joyned (to preach) wiz. 
by office, and. (to baptize) together, therefore wee ‘nay not feparate them, For 
 howfoever :any man may by the appointment of the Lord and Mafter of the fa- 
mily; Genifie his minde and deliverhis meffage from him to the family, yet the 
difpenfing of a fite portion offood to everie one of the houfhold is a branch of 
the ftewards office. Indeed the keies are given to the whole Church yet the exercife 
and difpenfation of them in this as well as in other particulars is concredited to 
the Minifters who are called to bee gimbvopor pusepoy 8,1 Cor. 4. 1. And 
‘no Church office can be orderly performed by any, but one that is called thereunto 
nor will God vouchfafe his prefence,and bleffing (wherupon all. {pirituall efficacy 
depends) in an ordinance difpenfed, but when it is-difpenfed by: thofe whom he hath 
ordayned and appointed theruntos 
2 That the miniftery is limited to the Church appeares as from 


Aik 14 23 Col. : 
4.171 Pct 5.2 
A208. 


evident texts of Scripture : fo alfo upon this ground. r The office is 
founded in the relation betweene the Church and the officer, wher= 
fore take away the relation, and the office and the worke ceafeth, 


| For.where he hath.not power, he may not doe.an aXt of power, 
aid he hath no powerwhere he hath not: a relation by office, Herein the propor- 
tion holdeth between an officer ofa towne corporate, and of a Church that as the. 
power of the former is onlywithin his owne corporation : fo the power of the late 
ter is confined to his ewne congregation. 


Reply: 
5 Bane propofition is granted that the difpenfation of the Sacraments in the New 

L Teftament both ordinary and extraordinary is limited to the Miniftery. But 
in that you alleadge for confirmation, fomethings may be noted. 

1 The firft inftitution of Baptifme is not contained in that paflage ALath. 28. 
19. but confirmed ; Ror the feales ofthe New Teftament were infituted by Chrift 
~ before his death, and his difciples had baptized many which they could nat doe be- 
fob. 4. a. _ fore the infitution ofthe Sacrament. Secondly we. fee not how you can 
& 2323. apply that text to Preaching by office,which according, to our expofition 
mutt bee a difpenfing ofa fit portion of food to everie one of the houfhould, For it _ 
is plaine the Apo‘tles were fent forth to preach to everie Creature — hit 
orunto the world, to convert men unto God, to make them difciples | 
and not to preach unto difciples only, or members of the houfhould. _ HH 
The Apoflles.certataly had authority, and preached by. authority, 
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Hod egainit but they preached not to Infidells and Heathens, as to difciples or 
a vss ab sin members of the Church, much leffe did they give a portion to them 
i&e. 2 a8 to. the*houfhold which is the preaching by office, which you ac- 
F knowledge. Thirdly if under the power of the keyes you compree 
hend preaching by office, difpenfing the feales, cafting out, and receiving againe 
into the bofome ofthe Church wee deny the power ofthe keyes to belong to the 
Church or community of the faithfall : we cannot find in Scripture that Chrifte- 
ver granted fuch power to the fairhfull, as faithull joyned together 1n Covenant in 
In the Corporation thofe paflages which {peake of this power,the execution of this 


{ the Church ) there ~ authority is given tothem to whom the authoritie is commit- 
ig alwaye€s the whole ted. . | 
power of Chrift to 


refiding which you may call officers fo the ufe of it felfe, to which ic ts fufficienc that itcan 
without officers ufe this power for things fimply neceflary; as for rece'ving in of members by pre- 
feflion of faith and confeffion of fins, for edifying ofthem by exhortation and comforts in the 
urdinance of prophefying, and fo for excommunication, Rob, again B. pag.224., 3 
Ifthe power of the keyes be given to the whole (Church the Apoftles themfelves. 

muft derive their authoritie rnimediatly from the Church, and not from Chrift, for ~ 
the power muft be derived ftom them, unto whom it was given ; but their powers: 
and authority was not from the Church, but from Chrift immediatly. And ifthe: 
difpenfation; and exercife of the keyes, be concredited to the Minifters ; Doth it 
hold in all things or onely in the difpenfation of the Sacraments, and preaching by 
office ? Doe they difpenfe the feales as the Stewards of Chrift, from whom they re 
ceive their authority immediately or as the fervants of the Church from which they 
derive their authority ? If in the firft fenfe; the power of the keys is not in the com- 
munity of the faichfull. Ifin the fecond,the office ofa Minifter is not the immédiate: 
gift of Chrift, nor the Minifter, fo much the fervant of Chrift, as of the Church, 
from whom he mufl receive lawes, in whofe name he mut doe his office, and to. 
whom he mu give an account. We could with you had explained in what fenfe, 
you hold the difpenfation, and execution of thepower of the keyes is concredited 

3 to the Minifters, and by whom. For ifthe community of the 
a os ogaingt ve - aithfull have to doein all matters concerning the body, = 
ies Dohit oma atic. 2dtnit members, and caft them out,to make and depofe Mi- 
on in an affembly nifters, to bind and loof by authority derived from C hrift, 
where'n all havee- wee cannot fee how in your judgement the. difpenfation, 
quid power and and execution of the power of the keyes is concredited to the 
Voyee! inodetermi> saat dine: = tas 
ning things fome : 


| ont goingbefore the | Fourthly That which you add, that God will not vouchfafe 
| reflt Idem pag zor his prefence and bleffing to an ordinance but when it is dif= 
penced by thofe, whom hee hath ordayned and# appointed 
_ thercunto,muft bee warily underftood, or it may occafion errors and diftraétions 
7 not 
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not a few, You know what corruptions foone entred.into the Church of God; boah Be. 
in refpest of Do&rine, Worfhip , Offices, and entrance therernto, | 
- Robinf again © and how ready and aptis the conclufion from your words, Thac — 
Ben Coun Chrifthath not vouchfafed his prefence, and bleffing in his Ordi- |) 
SHA P3* ances to his Church ? But of this before. 
| Andon the contrary, feeing God hath vouchfafed his blefingin 
his Ordinances difpenfed by your felves, when you ftood as vifible Miniflers in the 
congregat’on, and Churches of old England, you mult confeffe, did approve both 
your Aandings and his Ordinances difpenled by you. ‘ 
- Secondly; as for the Affumption, that Paftors and Teachers are limited toa par- | 
ticular charge or fociety ; but that flock is not ever one congregational] aflembly 
meeting in one place, neither the band fo ftreight, whereby they are tied to that one 
fociety, that they may not upon occafion performe fome Minieriall AX or Office 
in another congregation, or to ther that be not fet nembers of their proper affem- 
bly. For firft to difpence the Seals of the covenant isa miniferiall a&t, an actof 
Office, and not an exercife of gifts onely : But the Paftors of one Affembly may 
- difpence the Sacrament to the fet members of another fociety upon occafion, as you 
~~ confeffe in this and in your an{wer to the ninth pofition. | 
And ifthe members of one Church may lawfully upon otcafion receive the Sa= 
crament of the Supper in another fociety from the Paftor thereof, then may the Pa- 
tor of one congregation perforine a Miniferiall a& tothe members of another,*nd 
_ {fto the members of another then in another congregation with confent, and upon 
- gccafion. 
Secondly, As the Minifters are exhorted to feed their A ck: fo is every Chriftian 
| and Minifer to try and examine himfelfe whether hee be in the faith, 
x Cor.t3 28. but you will not allow this conclufion. I muft examine my felf, Ergo). 
| 2 C8r.23-9. 4 man is debarred from the Sacrament for his unworthineffe} or to be 
tried of examined by others, to be obferyed,admonifhed, and brought to repentance 
| Rexa de Prep for Notorious fin. No morecanit be rightly gathered from the former 
bytes Excom. Paflages of Scripture’, that the Minilter is not upon occafion to a 
pag. forme any Minifteriall a& tovany other people or {ociety, becaufe or- 
Robinf againft dinarily he is to attend his own flock. : 
Bev 2. Pag.2$2~ Thirdly, Asthe Minifters have peculiar relation to their particular 
flocks, fo the people unto their perticular Minifters, unto whom they!are tied in {pe= 
ciall manner,as to their Overfeers,;who muft give account for theirfouls. And if this 
| peculiar relation betwixt the people & the Minifler doth not hinder the people from 
receiving the Lords Supper at the hands of another Minifter; nor the minifter from: 
performing? the Minifteriall a& to the members of another congregation. Neither 
doth his jyeculiar Relation to his own flock hinders him , from adminiftying unto 
others. 
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others upon juft occafion being intreated thereunto. As the combining of the people 


-to their peculiar Minifter, doth not quite cut of their communion with other Mini-- 


fters:{o neither doth the reftraining ofa Minifter toa peculiar flock quite cut him off 
from adminiring upon occafion:unto another people. Pa#/ appointeth the Ephe ian 

7 ‘s _~ Elders unto the care & charg onely of their 
Alls 2028. The Word of Godand Canons own particular flock, but fo to attend them 
of Councels will have Paftors foto care for ordinarily according to the rules of the 


their own flock , that they forbid them not Sibel ch G . reese 
57 care fot the whole Church , efpecial'y ra orp He 5; that as se asl Sp was O ore 2 
a time of common combuftion, The anfwer might’ performe fome Minifteriall a&ts in 


of fome Brethren, pag 12. another congregation. The taking heed uns _ 
Publica Dei invocatio non minima pars commiun's to their flocks which Pa#l requires in this 
ix und fide confenfionis. Bezacontra Eraftum, 4 . 2, 
de Pyesbyt pap.x3 place doth céprehend under it the adinini- 
ration of the Word,Prayer,and Sacram= 
ent, and if it mu be retrained to their owne particular Churches onely , it is unt 
jawfull for a Paftor to preach or call upon the name of God in any publike Affem- 
bly faye his own.upon any occafion, as thefe be duties prtaining to common confef- 


-fion or profeffion of faith. Ordinary Paftors and Teachers it is true , arenot Apo= 
- files, who are to go from place to place, from Country to Country, to plant and e- 


re& Churches, but they are tied ordinarily to one flock, as the Text proveth, and 
to which purpofe it is commonly cited, But that a Paftor is {o tied to his flock, that 
he can perform no minifteriall act to any other upon any occafion that it proveth 
not, nor can we find that it -was ever fo underftood by Divines 
ancient or modern. -#. B. telleth us; the learned bring thefe alle- 
gations to this purpofe. But the authour in alledging the confent 
of the learned was very careleffe or much abufed, forthere is not 


Enfeb.Hift.§.6.26 
Gree. uy 
Chamiey. Panft. 
Tom rlaows, 


Seil. 16. one that {peaketh to the purpofe./. D. difclaimeth that pofition ; 
We ee and for the ret ic is a matter notorious ; they were never thought 
po ay t7.¢r tobe of that opinion; and wee doubt not if any could be named — 
258). to free this allegation from fufpition of Novelty, you would have 


| - dited one or more as you haveldone in that which followeth. 

Feedthe flock of God (faith Peter.) But he {peaks of all thofe difperfed Churches 
co whom he writes, which he calls a chofen Generation; a Royall Priefthood,a pe- | 
culiar people: And in fome refpeét of reafon,under which we may apprehend them, 
are one flock, but not really as combined under the fame Paftor, or meeting inone © 
place. And asthefe difperfed believers , or focieties make one Flock: fo the Mini- 
fers attending their flocks or focieties » and the Miniftery exercifed by them:is, or 
maketh one. sp sath | 

4 A Minifter chofen and fet over one focietys isto looke unto his peoplecom~ 
mitced to his.charge, avd feed she flack, over which the Lord hath made bin over su 

: ut 


| 
| 


l 


| 
| 
| 
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‘but he isa Minifter in the Church Univerfall; foras Orig. If. Hom.6. Qui'va- 
the Church is one, fo isthe Miniftery one,of which catar ad Epif{copatum, vocatar 
every Minifler (found or Orthodox) doth hold his ad fervirntens totins Ecclefia. 


- part.and though he be Minifler over that flock one=  Chryfoft.i# 2 Cor.hom.18.U- 


ly which he is to attend, yet he is a Minifter inthe wiver{2 euram gerimis. 


-univerfalChurch. The fn 2id or power ofexercifing See Cham Panfir.Tom.2.pag. 
that Funétion in the ab@ira&,muit be diftinguifhed ro.cap.12. SEEB,9,/ 10.8%, 


from the power of exercifing it,coneretely, accord- Jun. Ammadv, in Bedlar.con- 
ing to the divers circumances of places. The firft 170,5.1ib.1.0.3. 10t.3.0 cap.7 


_ belongcth to a Minifter every where inthe Church,  vot.7. ; 
the latter is proper to the place and people where 


q % 


hedoth minifter. The lawfull ufeof his power is limited to that congregation or- 


' dinarily. The power it felf is not fo limited and bounded. In Ordination,P resby- 


ters are not reftrained to one or other certaine place, as if they were to be deemed 


- Minifters there onely, though they be {et over a certain people.” And as the farthfull 
. in refpeét of a.community betwixt them, muft and ought to performe the Offices 


of love oncto another; thoueh of different: focienes:, fo the Minifers in refpeSt of 
their communion, muft and ought upon octafion. to performe minifteriall Ofhces 
cowards the faithfull of diftin& focieties. 

5 Ifthisbe not fo. what fhall become of the poore flock when the Paftor is 
driven away by perfonall perfecution, fothat hecannot, if others may not afford 
chem heipe and fuccour s whac when the congregation it felfe is diiperled, matt’ no 
fheepherd receive them into folds when they are driven from their own, or neglect- 
ed by him ? 

6 Ifthe Paftor may be abfent from his flock upon neceffary, juft, and weighty 
occafion, re{pecting his own good, the good of that fociery, or the common good of 
Churches confociare,.then-may the Paftor, the foaiety, the Churches procure fome 
man to fupply the defect,.and doe-the office of a Paftor,': preach the Word, pray, 
and as eccafion is offered ,,adminifier the Sacrament in that Congregation unto 
that Affembly untill their Sheepheard thall returne. Shall the people be left as 
fheepe without a fheepheard,; becaufe for the good of the Churches their owne 
theepheard is.called from therh fora time; that he might returne with greater joy: 
and comfort ? es eS 

The Pafor isappointed to feed his own ficck,and yet for the good of the whole 
Church he may be called to leave, ifnot the care, yet the over-fight of his flock for 
2 while; and by the fame reafon a paftor of another flock or congregation may per= 

forme the office,and doe the aéts of a Minifer .in his congregation during abfence: 
Yea if for the good of the Churches he be called away, doe not the Churches {tand 
obliged in con{cience to provide that the flock fuftain nohurt by his absence which 

polibly 
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3¢ . The replyte the anfwer of the thivd and fourth Poftions, . 
poflibly yee cannot doe ifone Minifter may not performe a Minifteriall a& 1 a- 
hother Congregation, ir! YEA of: | 
gy. Tfthe Prophets of one Church may prophefy in another, and apply their do- 
étrines, exhortations and prayersto any of the occaftons of the. 
~ Alt, 135.29, Ghurches» where they {peake , whereof they are hot fetmembers, 
‘ what hinders why the Paflor of one congregation, may not’ preach ' 
and-pray, adminifter the Sacraments in another? The paftorof one congrezation ’ 
is appointed: to his peculiar charge, but he isa Minifter in the univerfall Church.as 
well asthe Prophets ofone Ghurch may bee called Prophets of the univerfall 
Church by vertue of that Communion which all true Churches have one with 
another. Without confent the Prophet may not prophefie by exhortation,and with: 
content the Paftor may adminifter the Sacraments. HO 
& In the Primitive Chur hes when Elders were ordained in every City, they’ ~ 
were Rot onely to looke to tiitir flock bat indeavour the converfion of poore Infi- 
Rom- 6 _ dels among whom they lived, and the inlargement of Chrifls King~ 
RO. 16 3.12. we 
Philz.13,16, dome , for the worke of che Lord mutt be done in its feafon ; and 
Chg zy then. was the time ofthe ealling of the Gentiles: | 
It was not their office proper and effenciall to travail from Countrey to Coun - 

__ trey as did the Apoftles, nor were they paftors of the Ine- 
ham $.19,20. 4@.4.  fidels, but by private inftru&ion and pablique teach- 
26.40.79 33.&10.§. ang (if any of them would bee ‘penitent ) they were to 
ate 19. 2t.) 1 60% labour the comming of them to Gods ‘And théfe Infidels 
puaee a Ao i converted to the faith were to be baptifed of the Elders or- 
& 42.9.&12,20,Revel, _ dinarily in chofe Cities, though the number might bee fo- 
a9 great as they could not well meete in one Congregation, 

nor be fubjegt to the fame Paftor ‘for either chey mu? bee: 

baptized by the paftoxs among whom they lived, (being converted'to the faith) or’ 
continue unbaptized uncill chey were'a number convenient to makea diftinS fo- 
ciety, or Srow together into one body, and to elect and choofe their own Miniter 
by whom they may be baptifed': Butthat citherthey mult tay fo Jong without: 
baptifme,or that a fociety ofunbaptifed men had power in thof times to elect and 
chooletheir Minifter,by whom they fhould be baptiféd is contary to’all prefidents 
in Scripture. : . ct . 
9 And {oifa Paftor may not: performe'a minifteriall a@ to any other perfon - 
or people but his own flock onely, then aconpany newly converted from infideli- 
cy; which cannot joyne themfelves as fer members to another affembly, muft remain 
unbaptifed. till they have cholen sheir Minifter to doe that office, Then muft the 
| people thus conversed want officers til there be among themfelves able men to ays 
| preachy exhort in the congsegation at she ordination oftheir Minifter , or (if that 

ihn sete Y may 
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may bee omitted) till there be fit men among them to examine the firneffe of hin 


that is chofen. 


ro If fubtile Heretikes arife, and feduce, and draw away many from the faith; 
and the body of the fociery be not able to convince them, either they muft be let a- 


Jone or cat out without convistion, for neighbouring Misifters Rand in pecular 


relation to their hocks oncly, and muft not meddle beyond their calling according 
to your tenent. | 4 petals) gi IGtis 30 
. ya. There! ts-no precept or example in. What. examole shave you but grounds 


Scripture more to warrant che admétting of forthe baptifing of iafants ? or where 
read you of any officer. excommunicated 


a fecmember of one congregation Bi the by any Rob.againft Ber.p.2t4.we May Hot 
Supper in another, or the baptifing of his: expead ‘cxamples cf any Pafters in 
childy,occafionally inanother affembly chen: © {criptures: who didthus, 1 D. Apl.g- 
there is for.receiving of knowne afd appro- |< FFF eraMe.p FEZ) att 
ved Chriftians, andcheir (cede thatarenot) , 
fer members. The Pafor is no. more.the paor of the one then of the other, 
nor the one more of his flock then the other , neither of thein fer members, and 
both forts may be members for the time beingsand they moft pro- f 
perly who are of longeft abode: among,tiem. But asweimareit) Se 21D. Apel. 
is frequent among you (as at Dorrnefrer, ec.) to baprifethechil-  ““o* TRS Pie 


a 


Oy 


dren of another Affem>"¥ sand ufvally you admit to the Supper of : és 
the Lord. members of other Churches, and thereforethe Minifter is not fo limited 


nm 13 particular Church or flock but hemay idifpence the feales to others, which in 
this confiderationis denyed..: | isnayacintelon 

12° If the want of one Offtcer ina Congregation: fora time , may be faps 
plyed by another,as the want of the Doctor,Ruling Elderjor Deacon,by the Paflor; 
why may notthe defects of fome Congregation or Chritians be fupplyed by pas 
ftors or Minifers of another Congregation, when they are requefted and defired? 
the minde herein is godly, and the means lawfull, and well pleafine uuto God. 

13) Andifa Synod confifting of {tradry members of particular Churches > met 
together in the name of Chrift about the common and publike affaires of the Chur- 
ches fhall joyn together in prayer and communion of the Supper , wee can fee no 
ernund to queftion itas uniawfull, alhough that Affembly be no particular Con- 
gregation or Church; hath no Paftor over them; make not one Ecclefiaficall body 
asa particular Congtegationall Church, unlefle it be for the time onely.. The Mi- 
nifler therefore may do an aét of office to them that be not fet members of-his fluck 


ashe may fland in Relation to them for the time." 


14 Yourcomparifon betwixt an Officer of a Town Corporate, and of a parti 
cular Congregation isnot alike, unlefle you will fay thata' member of another — 
Corporation occafionally comming into the Towne, 1s thereby a member of that | 


Society, and fubject to the autharity of the Officer. For fo you profeffe that the 


2 “members 
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36 The reply tothe anfwer of the third and faurth Pofitions 
_members of one Society may occafioaally communicate with another, and fobe 
fibje t to the Pastor for the time being, which if you grant » it overthrows the 
whole ftrength of this confideration. « Howfoever the comparifon it felfeis very pe- 
tilous if ic be prefled. For ifthe Officer ofa Town Corporate, prefume zo doe in 
act of power out of his owne Corporation, it is a meer nullity, butif a Minifter of 
the Gofpell difpence the Sacrament of Baptifme, or the Lords Supper to believers 
of another Society (though done without confent} it was never deemed or judged 
a nullity in the Church of God. Let the comparifon hold good, and moft Chrifti- 
ans have caufe co queftion whether they be truly baptized ; or ever lawfully recci= 
Ved the Sacrament of the Eards Supper. IF ir may not be doubted , whether ever 
the Sacraments of the New Teftament were truly or by auchority difpenced , efpe- 
cially if we confider what follows in the other ‘confiderations. This Argument 
from comparifon is very ufuall in the W ritings of Brechren again? ‘cotnmunion ~ 
with our Churches, but for the moft part greatly miftaken, to Gay nomore;. {° 


‘en Anfwer 3 Confider ation. a | | 
’ \Ireumcifion and the Paffoever were to be adminiffred onely to the members of 
the Church. Ergo, Baptifne and the Lords Supper is fo to be adminifred alfo. 
The conlequence is martyood by the pai sity of thefe Ordinances». For if the Argus 
menraold trong forthe proofe of P.edo- Bapti/iren shich is taken from the circum= 
ieces ; y°of Church memberfhip 
to Baptifine,from the neceflityof it to circumcifion. And that Circ. mcifion w as peeu= 
liar co the Church members of the Church; may appeare in that perfons cirCiitaiiedy 
& onely they might eat the Pafleover ,and they onely might efiter into - 
Exod.tz.48. the Temple, which were the privi’edges of Church members. -In our 
Exodiqg 7. anf{wer to the fecond ObjeRion againfi the firftconfideration we have 
fhewed that Circumcifion was not adminiftred to all that were under - 
the Covenant.of Grace (which all believers were) but-onely fuch of them’as joy~ 


_ ned themfelyestothe Church , atfirt in brabams family, whereunto Baptifme 


doth fo far anfwer thar the Apofile counteth thefe expreffe equiva- 
Jentto be cireumeifed in Chrift with circumcifion made without 
hands, and to be buried with Chrift in Baptifme. Indeed, in fome- 


things they differ as onely the Males were circumcifed,whereas with us Females are 
- al baptized, The Reafomis beeaufe God hath limited Circumcifion to the Males; 
| but under the Golpel that difference is taken away.Againe , Circumcifion was ad- 
| miniftred in the private family; bueBaptifme, onely in the publick Affemblies of 
the Church. The Reafon of this difference is, becanfe they were bound to circum 
- cife the Males on the cighch day, bat that'coald not ftand with going to the Tem 
' plé which was too far off, for the purpofe , to. bring every child thither’ from ‘all 
‘pares of fadea to be Circumeifed the eighth day. Nor had they’ alway opportu- 
_nity of a folemne convention in the Synagague om every eighth day; when fome 


| f 


child - 
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child or other might be to be circumcifed. But there is no precife day fet downe for 
Baptiline,nor are opportunities of publick Affemblies fo remote where Churches are 
kept in a congregationall frame, but that every firft day of the week Ba ptifine may 
be adininiftred ifit be required. Again, for the Aforefaid Reafon, Ci.cumcifion 
required not a peculiar Minilter ( for ought we finde in Scripture) but itis not fo 
in Baptifme,as was fhewd in the fecond Confideration. But no good Reafon can be 
given, why, in this they fhould not both agree,vx. that they are both to be difpen- 
fedonely to members of the vifible Church, as it kath been proved in the fir!t Con- 
fideration. Reply. . 
¥ His whole Reafon as it is propounded makes onely again it felfe; who ever 
& thought that the Seals of the Covenant were not proper to confederates or the 
- Church of God ?+ But of old all vifible Believers under the Covenant of Grace, 
_ walking in holineffe, were of the vifible C hurch,and in Church Order according to 
_ the difpenfation of thofe times, though not joyned in externall fociety with the Fa- 
mily of Abraham. And to exclude Melchifedeck or Tob becaufe they were no 
members of the vifible Church, when yer they were vifible Believers under the Co~ 
venant of Grace, and in Church Order as thofe times required, is well-nigh a con- 
_tradidtion, And fo it is to debat known and approved Chriftians members of our 
- Congregation , and their feed from the Seals, becaufé they be not of the vifible 
 Courch, for they are members of the Church , and fo to bee held and efecmed 
all true Churches and mein ders of che Chure: » The true & proper meaning of this 
Confideration, is that as Circumcifion and the Pafleover were not to be difpenfed 
-toaill vifible Believers under'the Covenant of Grace , but onely to fich as were 
joyned to Abrahams Family ; or to the people of the God cf Abraham » no more 
may Baptifme and the Lords Supper be adininiftred to any Believers now, unleffe 
they be joyried to fome particular Congregation in Church Memberfhip, or unleffe 
_ by folemne Covenant, they be fet members of fome particular A flemblies. 
The ftrengch of this Confideration ftands in the 
Parity which is betwixt the Sacraments of the Old 
_and New Teftament , Circumcifion and Baptifme, 


Evaft {o objets avainft Bern. 
Sicut a Circumcifione ad Bap - 


for param par efFratio , bat this parity is not fond 
/inevery thing (as is manifeft by the particulars al- 
leadged in the Confideration it felf.) And wee mutt 
Juftly require fome reafon to prove thern like in chat 
Particular, but to unfold ir more fully, we will con- 
: fider three things. Firft, how far an argument 
may be drawn foundly from one Sacrament to ano- 
theryor wherein the Sacraments aeree, and wherein 
they differ. Secondly, What wee are to think of the 
Propofition it felf, Thirdly, 
nein that particular, 


telmume argumentamur ut pro- 
bemus infantes effe baptizan~ 
dos, ita ettam lice: ab agne 
Pafchatis ad Coenam Domini, 
cece, whereto hee truly reply~ 
eth. Ego vero, zon nego licere 
Circ. At-nou temere ed univer~ 
fatiter. Beza contra Eralt. 
pag.23. 


whecher the Reafon of Circumesfion and Ba ptifme be 
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Firft cae Sacraments ofthe old Teftament and thenew agree in their Common 
author, nature and end, and therfore what is {poken of one in refpect of the com-| 
mon author, nature and end that doth hold true ofeverte one. If Circumeifion be of| 
divine infitution a feale of the Righteoufnefle of faith, and of the Coyenantof| 
i grac¢,a Sacrament in general] is an ordinance divine, a feale of the Coyenant pro- | 
naa per and peculiar to them that bee confederates, But what is peculiar to. one Sacra~ 

| ment that agreeth not to anather. What is properto the facraments of the old Te- 

_ Mament, in refpect of the manner of difpenfation that agrecth not to thenew,.as ff | 
the Sacraments of the old Teftament be with bloud,obfcure in fignification, painfull | 
for ufe, peculiar to one Nation, and to bee abolifhed, the Sacratnents of the new | 
Teftament mutt be without bloud, cleere for fignification, eafie for ufe;-uniyerfall 
/  toall Nations, and perpetuall to continue in the Church for ever. ete ce | 
i Circumcifion and Baptifine are both Sacraments of divine inftitution; and-fo they | 
|| agree in the fub{tance of the things fignified, the perfons to whom they are to bee | 
| | adminiftred, and the order. of adinimiftration, ifthe right proportion bee obferyeds 
| Ascircumcifion fealed the entrance into the covenant the righteoufnefle of faithand 
i} = circumcifion of the heart : fo doth Baptifine much more clearly: As edbraham and 
aii his hoafhold;and the infants of beleiving Tews were to becircumcifed,fo che faithful, | 
|| their families, and theirfeed are to bee baptized. None must eate the pafleover who 
WE | was notcircumcifed, women excepted, who. were circuincifed in. the males, Nor | 
|Mil} may a man unbaptized be admitted to the Lords fupper. Circumcifion was but | 
| {MM} once applied by Gods appointment and the fame holds in baptifme according to | 
Hai i | the willand good pleafure of God : But circumcifion and baptifine agree notin: | 
AE | cheir {peciall forme, and manner of difpenfation appointed of God. And in thefe_| 


_ things a reafon cannot be drawn from the one to the other affirmatively. The 
|| males onely were to be circumeifed as only capable of that figne:but males and fe-— 
| males both ought to be baptized. The infants males were to be circumeifed the. 
Leute. 2.3.0% 22. eighth day becaufe feaven dayes they were legally uncleane. 
27 Exo.22.30, — But the feed of the faithfull are not.to bee reputed uncleane.? 
||. £rgo,no fet tymeisappointed for baptiffue. Circumcifion as other Ceremonies did» 
i! | rbin ys diftinguifh the Iewes from the Gentiles; but Chrift now of two hath 
PY 215" made one.Circumcifion fignified Chrift cocome,Baptifine is the feale of 
the New covenant made in Chrift already conic, And’ fo in the degree of grace” 
given, fome difference may be put : The other differencesalleadged in the confide- 
_| rations with the reafgns thereof are not fo cleere and undoubted: for, Baptiftme is’ 
not tyed to che firt day ofthe weeke : and the Jewes might gather an Aflembly on 
| the eighth day as occafion required .and it might be appropriated tothe Prielts and 
_ Levites though done in private: But in whatfoever they agree or differ we mut 
_. looke to the initution and neither ftretch ic wider, nor draw it narrower then the 
| Lord hath made it. For hee’is the Inftitutor of the Sacraments according to his 
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| The reply tothe axfiver of the rhird and fourth Pofitious. 
J owne good pleafure. And it is our part to learne of him, both ro whom: how; ‘and 
V for what end the Sacraments are to be adminiftred, how they agree, and wherein | 
they differ, In all which we muft affirme nothing but what God hath taughtus, | 
Jand’as he hath taught us. 

 Secondly,as for the Propofition it felfe,certaine it is, Circumcifion and the Paffe- 
over wereto be adminifired onely to the vifible members of the Church, #¢.to men 
‘sn Covenant, profelfing the true faith; Butchat in Abrahams time none were Vi- 
ble members of the Church, which joyned not themfelves in Church orders to the 
family of 4éraham, wee have not learned. In the firft Inftitution of Circumeifi- 
Ton. we find that God gave it to Abraham, asthe Seale of the Covenant formerly 

made with him - But of any Church covenant or order whereunto 4érabams fa- 
anily fhould enzer before Circumcifien we read not. CUelchixedcck,, Lot, Lobjc. 


John the Baptif, or the Apoftles, or the 560. 

| brethren were Baptized, wee mutt not forth-- 
with'conclude, that they were not initiated 
by that feale. Moreover, if they were not 


\Ithat Sacrament was not knowne unto them, 
or the Authour of Circumcifio n(upen whofe 
will and picafure they muft depend ) did not 
command it unto them, or require that they 
fhould joyne themfelves in Covenant with 
‘Abrahams family :, and in that cafe if they 
‘had Circumeifed tlremfelves they had tran{- 
greffed. Butthenthe reafon why they were 
not circumcifed was not this, that they were 
not Cas you fpeake) in Church order: but 
beraufé Circumcifion was appropriated to 
Abrahams family by divine Infticution in 
| fome fpeciall and peculiar refpeSts belonging 
tothe manner of Adminifration. After che 
‘Church of the Jewes was conftituted ( when 
/weecan no more imagine that there was a 
Church among the Gentiles, then that there 
are Chriftians among the Barbarians at this 
day ) we finde nene muft be admitted to the 
zr x i _s_ ae 


were not onely vifible Beleevers under the Covenant of grace, but vifible members 
of the Church, according to the order and difpenfation of thofe times. 
not ( you fay ) that CMelchizedeck., Lor or lob were ciscumcifed, but that is no 
good reafon to inferre negatively that they were not Circumcifed. We read not that 


| Circumcifed , itinay bee the Inftitution of 
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Wee read 


Etiam fi daremus unllam legi ab A= 
poffolts excommunicationem non ta- 
menfequeretur ita effe, quum {uu 
conflet non omuinm fingularia A po- 
frolorum gefta perfcripta fuiffe. Bex. 
de Presb. po7. Ez fi de Melchizxe- 
deck G Lobo qua buc adferuntur non 
[ust extra controverfiam, Nam fe- 
dere cum Abra, inito non exclie 
duntuy ij qui ante erant in federe 
fed accenfentur federi. lta autem fe 
habuit Melchizedeck oc. omuino e- 
nine confars promiffionis divine fust 
ante fodus cum eo initum, Gen.17. 
Fob vero C& credens fait promiffioné-. 
bxs feederis,c de femtentia veterum. 
futt circumci[us etiam hereditaria 
circnmcifione a paterno maternog, 
fanguine Ve cleganter (cribit author 
librede vera Circumcifione qui Hite, 
von.ad [cvibitar lun arinadv.in Bel- 
lar, contrav 4.116.3.cha.1 6.not.1 3. 
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to circumcifion, but that he profefle the true faith,and avouch the God of Abraham | 
to be his God, which of neceffitie muft be donc before he could be reputed a vifible | 
Beleever, or under the Covenant of promife. ' 
) Thus a learned and revecend divine, Circumcifion was a feale of 
: Hbboy a ft the covenant, that God made with Abraham concerning Chri that | 
"7" fhould come as concerning the flefh of J/aae and fo of Jacob of whom. 
were the 12 tribes who were the Ifraelites, &c. Rom.9. 4.5. So that asin 46ra- 
hams time none were bound to be Circumcifed but thofe that were ofhis family 
as being borne there or bought and fo brought thither which were not of his feed : 
So afterwards none were bound to be Circumeifed which were not borne in the 
family of Pacob and Patriarchs, or joyned to them. And after their comming out 
of Egypr none were bound to be Circumcited but the children of the Tewes (then | 
the only Church of God, ) and thofe that defired to joyne unto them, The fumme 
is chusimuch , God gave circumcifion to Abraham as a feale of the Covenant but 
whether ic was given to. other beleevers in his time it is (at leaft) a thing uncer- | 
taine» And ifthey were not Circumcifed it was by reafon of the {peciall Inftitution 
of God, and peculiar manner ofadminiftration of the Covenant of promife which 
inv (ome refpest was proper; to the family of Abraham, and not commonto all the 
vifible members of che Church at that time in Church fellowfhip and order, After- 
wards when there were none in covenant butthe feed of Jacob or ftrangers pro- 
feffing the faith of Abraban,ciccumeifion was not to be adminiftred to any man 
who was not in Covenant nor any man to.bee admitted co the Paffeover who was | 
not circumcifed.This isthe moft that can be faid with any probability : But hence_ 
it will not follow by iuft analogie or proportion; that the, {ced of the faithfull mut 
not bee admitted to Baptifme,or vifible beleivers be received to the Lords Supper 
unleffe they bee fet members of fome. particular congregation united in Church. 
order. Thirdly, prefuppofing therefore that AZe/chizedeck;Lot and Job,were not Cite 
cumcifed, we fay there.is not the like reafon of Circumcifion and Baptifme in this | 
particular. For, firft if Circumcifion was ever appropriated tothe family of Abra-. 
hanz, and might be communicated to otter vifible Beleevers, it was inthe firft Ine. 
Ctitution and adminiftration ; but in the fir@ Inftitution and adminiftration of Bap=_ 
tifmeit was not obferved thae beleevers fhould be firft gathered into a politicall . 
‘body or Chriftian church memberfhip, and then baptized. /ohz the Bap~ 
rift baptized fuch as came to him confeffing their fins. The Apofiles - 
baptized Difciples.fuch as gladly received their doctrine, beleeved 
in Jelus Chrift,and. received the gifts of the holy Ghoft, before. 
they were gathered into Chrifian Church order, or made fit mem=_ 
bers ofa {uriftian congregationall Affembly. , 
2 If Cireumcifion was by fpeciall Inftitution given as a priviledge 
Males of eAbrabams Familie , CWelchizedecke » Job, Lot , and 
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: The Reply to the Anfwer of the third amd fourth Pofitions, 45 111 
to Abrabams familie,or defire and {eel to be circumeifed : Bur they that have re- 
ceived the doctrine of falvation, beleeve Chrift; and profefie the faith, are bound ¢6 - 
feck, and defire the priviledge of the fealsin anholy manner, © | eS 

» 3. Melchixedech, Fob, and Lor were not onely vilible beleevers, but vifible mem- 
bers of the Church, according to the manner of difpenfing in thofe times ; but the 
Seals ( as youconfeffe)’ belong to all beleevers knit together in Church-Cove- 
Mant. eres : 
«4. If circumcffion be appropriated to the family of Abraham, itis becaufe' the 


Chrift fhould come.as concerning the flefh, of J/aac, But Baptifme is the feal of the 
Covenant of grace without any peculiar or {peciall tye or refpe&, 

5. °Youcontend, that Baptifme did belong to fuch beleevers as were membere 
of the then Jewifh Church, which'cannot ftand, if Abrahams familie did anfwer to 
a Chriftian focietie or congregational! Afflembly ; Juft reafon theretore may be gi- 
ven why circumcifion was difpenfed onely to the males of Abrahams familie, when 
-baptifme is not to be limited onely to the fet members of a particular focietie sand 
ifthis confideration be applied to the purpofe, inftead of faying, Circumcifion and 
che Paffeover were to be adminittred onely ‘to the members of the Church, you 
mutt fay Circumcifion was to be defired of or adminiftred unto all the true appro- 
ved vifible members of the Church. And it there be the fame reafon of both, then 
all vifible approved members of the Church muft not defire nor be admitted to the 
feals, but this conclufion you wil! not acknowledge, . i 


4 ies Anfw. 4, Confideration. } 
/T Hey. that are not capable of the Church cenfures, are not capable of the 
| Church priviledges: bur they that are not within Church- Covenant are 
not capable of Church cenfures. Ergo. The propofition is evident , The Aflump- 
tion may be proved , 1 Corinth, 5,12. What have I to do to judge them that are 
without, Now to bewithoutis not onely the cafe of Heathens and Excommuni- 
cates, but of fome beleevers alfo, whothough by externall union with Chrift they 
are within the Covenant of grace; yet being not joyned externally tothe vifible bo« 
die of Chrift (a particular Church )are in regard of vifible Church communion faid 
to bewithout, Torthis purpofeis this text alledged by other Divines alfo, as Dr. 
Ames Cafvof conlci, 44. ¢.24.9. Li refp. 5. : : 


? : Reply, 
Irft,smen are capable of Church coiltiies in two refpe&s, either in having 
the power of the keyes, and authoritie to difpenie them according to God, or 
as fubje& tothe cenfures ofthe Church, In the firf fenfé , many are capable of 
‘Church priviledges that are not capable of Church cenfures; as the feed of Chri- 
ftian parents, children and women, You fay you admit to the feales: the knowne 
: H 


Covenant fealed by circumcifion is peculiar to Abrahams potteritie , (/c,) that. i 
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* Jowfhip in the cenfures, admittance of members, and choice of Officers onely, th eh: 


- whichis not denied to vifible beleevers and godly perfons, though not in-Church}} 


all baptifed perfons have true and intire right to the: Lords Supper in everie’ true} 


‘congregationin Church, Govenant; isaftirmed, not proved. 
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and approved, and orderly recommended members of any. true Church: but to fel 


members of that particular Church whereof they and we (any of jus ) ftand mem:|! 
bers.. In the fecond fenfealfo many are capable of Church priviledges who arenoth: 
f{ubje€t. to Church cenfures : as the children of Chriftian parents are capable off} 
baptifme, the known and approved members of'any true Church are capable of thet, 
Seales in other Congregations among you who are not fubjec to the cenfures offi 


that other Society, Spirituall communion in publick prayer is a Church’ priviledge, 


order, and{o not in fubje&ion in your fenfe to Church cenfures,;, ofl BRAD 

~ Secondly, a perfon baptifed is not baptifed in that particular congregation one-| 
ly, but into all Churches, and every: particular Church where he cometh ‘he hath 
all the priviledges of a baptifed perfon in refpe& of his baptifme, andis. foto be} 
efteemed by. them. Now the priviledge of a baptifed perfon who is'ableto examine} 
himéelf, and walketh in the truth, isto be admitted co the. Lords Supper. All cire|; 
cumcifed perfons had right thereby to eat the Pafleoyer in any {ocietie, in the placel, 
which:God fhould chufe to put his Name there. Exod. 12.4. 47, Deut .46, 1, 2So0) 


Churchwhere God-hath fet his Name. (holed ec horerga) ete | 
Thirdly, there isnot. the fame reafon of every Church priviledge, for one may) 
have rightto fome, whois not to meddle with others. The members of one fociety' 
may hear the Word, joynein Prayer, and receive the Sacraments in another, when: 
they are not to meddle in the ele&tion and ordination of their teachers, The Mini-} 
fters of the Gofpel may preach the Words and adminifter the Sacraments in ano-, 
ther congregationsand hereto he needs.no other calling but that God offersan op=; 
portunities thereis much rieed of -his help, and he ‘is intreated, or hath’ leave from) 
them in place or office;:but heis not toadmic.membersinto the focietie, or caft 
them out that be admitted, And if the Paftor of one Church fhall preach oradmi=: 
nifter the Sacramentsin another, contrary:to:the liking ‘and approbation of: the) 
Society and Gavernoursj though the abe irregular, it was never efteemed a nullic; 
tie; but ifhe fhall prefumeto.excommunicate the members of another focietie,with- 
lout 7 confentor the Churchyand approbation of Paftors. and Teachers, under: 
whole chargeand jurifdiction they live, it hath been judged a meer nullity, There-' 
fore the propofition isnot {o.evident as to be taken without proofe; that they have: 
no power to admit a beleever into communion in any Church priviledge who have: 
no power to excommunicate, PA: tf 
Fourthly, that vifible beleevers:baptifed into atrue Church profefling the trae, 
faith, and walking in ‘holy-obedience, and godly converfation, that: 
1.Core 5-32. they and rheirfeed fhould be judged fuch as. are withoutin the Apo-: 
files fenfe, becaufe they. be.net externallyjoyned as fet members to {Ome particular | 
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+. Ithath, and may fall out many times through the ignorance, rafhneffe, or 
_ pride of a prevailing fationin the Church, that the true memsbers of the Ca- | 
tholique Church, and the beft members of the orthodox vifible flock, or congre- 
- gationof Chrift may beno members of any diftin& vifible focietie. And {hall 
their pofteritie be efteemed Aliens and Strangers from the Covenant, and debar- | 
_ red fromthe Sacraments, becaufe their parents are unjuftly feparated from the 
» inheritance of the Lord? Surely as parents unjuftly excommunicated do con= 
~ tinue ttill not onely true members of the invifible body, but vifible members of 
- the flock of Chrift : fo the right of Baptifme doth belong tothe Infants of fuch 
_ parents, though not a€tua] and conftant members of this or that prefent affem- 
_ bly in Church orders UPaL | oe | x 
2. Ifthcy be without, becaufe nomembers of a politike bodie or fpiritualy 
fellowfhip :then all members which ate of one focietie are without to another : 
For they that be not of thebodie are not capable of Church. cenfures, or fubjef _ 
to the authoritie one of another. And fo not being under the judgement of that 
_ particular Church to it they are without; whereas in ancient and ‘modertie times 
- diftin& Societies: did’ communicate together, admie and receive each other as 
brethren, to teftifie their fellowfhip in the faith.’ [f the reafon wheretipon the 
 Apoftle faith the Church of Corinth was not to judge them that were without, 
was becaufe they were not within the Church of (077th, and fo not under their 
cenfure. or judgement : this holds true of them that be of another fociety admit- 
sed to the Sacrament, as well as of {uch as be no’ fet members defiring to be recei- 


; ames Sar: 
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- ved:totheLords Supper. :7 ; 3 pac 
3. (The fornicators of this world) do they not explaine whom the Apoftle 
_ pointeth unto by the title of being without, ver.10. 11, fuch as had not received 
 thecovenant of grace.. | } 
+4) Churchorder isneceffarie we denie not ; but this order that a man fhould 
 bea'conftant and fet member of a particular focietie by covenant, to make him a 
_ truemember of the vifible Church, or'to give him title or intereft to the publick 
order, this is not taught of God, ) bi ey 
5. Paul divides all men intotwo ranks, the firft and greater without ; the laf 
_ and leffer within = bat that beleevers who have received the holy Ghoft,and have 
- beenbaptifed into JefusChrift; that they and their children fhould be reckoned 
| among them‘thatare without, that we'read not in this nor any ‘ 
| other Scripture, but ‘in phrafe of Scripture hereticks themfelves 3° 4°#-*- 19. 
_ are withinthe Church,” | } 1.COMEEIg, 
6.’ The beleevers not yet gathered (as the godly learned think ) into a certain 
- ditinGt body ave called beleevers, brethren, difciplessbue that they fhould be 
| po Seabegea ae them that are without, ic hath mot been belceved in the 
| urcn, ; a bey ee hh | 
9, Without (faith the Apoftle whether alluding to this place or not,lecothers’ | | 
| | H 2 Judged i 
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judge) are'dogs, inchanters, whoremongers;not fuch asare cal- 
led faithful and holy walking inintegritie, beleeving in and pro- 


Een fefling Jefus Chrift to be their Saviour, 


48 


niti apud patres dvdvant. os sEaSsv > SverSey, Matth. 8.13. Ephef.2,13a. Rob. againit Ber. p. ror. 


8. They that are without in the Apoftes fenfe are Aliens from the Common- 


wealth of Ifrael, ftrangers from the covenant of promife, having ‘no hope, and 


without God in the world : but we hope you. will not paffe fuch rath and unad- 
vifed cenfure upon your brethren, who be not gathered into your fOcietie as fet 
members, | t i 


member of ome congregational Affembly, but -he that 1s not fabje& to the 


cenfure of the community of that particularjcombination few or many, with,. 
or without Officers,And fo all the reformed Churches in the world who afcribe | 
the power of the keyes to the Presbitry or Claffes, and not to the community, | 


and fome amongtt your felves (if not the moft) hall be without alfo. 
_ And therefore we cannot think approved Chriftians defiring to be received 
unto the Sacrament, either to be without, or uncapable of Church cenfures for 


the time being if they fhould offend, though not fet members of any particular 
congregation: for defiring baptifme for their children or themfelves to be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Supper for the time they put them{élves under the ordinance | 


of Jefus Chriftthere. And as they are members for the time, fo they might be 

proceeded againft according to the rule prefcribed by our Saviour, as they 

would proceed with an offending member. ' 
10, Ifupon juft and good reafon a paflage of Scripture can be cleared to 


prove that for which it was never alledged by any writer, we are not to except 
againftany truth of God, becaufe ic wanteth mans teftimonie.Onely if we defire’ 


credit in fuch cafes, our reafons mutt be weightie and convincing. But for your 


expofition of this text of Scripture, as yet we have not obferved one fabflantiall 
ground, orapprovedauthor to bealledged. Do&tor Ames thewing the neceflitie 


of Chriftians joyning themfelves to {ome particular Church, giveth this reafon, 


_Quoniam alias fiert non potelt quum conturbentur figna tila qysbus fideles ab infidelia 


bys difcernt pof unt, 1.( or. 5,12,But herein Dr. Ames manifeftly fheweth that by 


them that are [without] heathens, and unbeleevers muft beunderftood; and not 


beleevers and godly men though of no. particular fetled focietie. for the time, 
for thus we conceive heargueth, The fignes and evidences'whereby the faithfull 
areto be difcerned fromunbeleeverg, muft not be,confounded: but unlefle Chri- 


ftians makethemfelves adtuall. members of a Societie or Church, the fignes where= 


by the faithfull are difcerned from unbeleevers, will be obf{cured and darkned, 
And if this be his reafon how can that text of Scripture be alledged for confir= 
niation, unlefle by (men without] Infidels be underftood, Again Do&tor e4mes 


in. 
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9. Let the interpretation ftand, and he is without, not onely who is no fet’ 
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’ inthe fame book, /is. 4. c4. 27. {peaking of Infants tobe received, it isrequired 
(he faith) that they be in the covenant of grace in refpe& of outward profeflion, 
and eftimation in re{pect of their parents, and that there is hope they fhall be in- 
fruéted and brought up inthe famecovenant. 2, That Baptifme doth moét 
properly belong to thote infants whofe parents , at leait one of them is in the 
Church, and not without, becaufe baptifme isa figne and feale of the covenant 
of grace. 3. That children that are caft forth are in charitie to be efteemed the 
children of Chriftian parents, when there is no juft caufe of prefuming the con- 
trary, thatin admitting unto baptifme a difference mult be put betweene the In- 
- fants of thofe who in fome fort belong to the Church, but openly break the co- 
~ yenant of God, and the children of others, | : : | Wap 
1. Becaufeadiftinétion mutt be obferved in holy things betweene the cleane 
and uncleane ; feeing elfe the ordinance of God cannot be preferyed from all 
pollution. To fay nothing of that which he addeth touching the baptifme of 
Infants borne in fornication , excommunication, and Papilts, which is more 
| then fufficient to cleare his meaning in the former paflage. To this may be added 
‘that he holdeth it not neceflarie that Chriftians fhould gather themfelves intoa 
-particular fociety; but as opportunitie and occafion fhould offer it felf.. So that 
3+ was never his mind to cenfure them who be not gathered into Church-Cove~ 
> nant, becaufe they want means or opportunitie as.men w7thout in the Apoftles 
fenfe, per io 
His judgement is further manifefted in his fecond Manuduétion, pa. 33. So 
many parifh Affemblies of € ngland (faith he)as haveany competent number of 
good Chriftians in them, united to worfhip Ged.ordinarily in one Societie , fo 
many have the effence and integrall forme ofa vifible Church, and all they have 
intire right to Chrift, and to all the meanes of injoying him, however they are 
defective in the puritie of their combination, and in the compleat free exercifing 
of their power, whereupon a reverend.” Elder nowamiong you «yy. 1.9 Apol 
- “draws this conclufion, £rgoto difchurch them wholly,and to ge@.40- san be 
- feparate from them as so Churches of Chrift, orto deniebap- 182. 
- tifme to the Infants of cheir known members is not warrantable by-any rule of 
~ Scripture that I know, nor juftified by.any affertion or prattife. 


eds eAn{w,5. Coufideration. 

f V VE may: adde hereunto for a fifth Confideration, the evilland perni- 
| cious confequences of extending communion in Church priviledges 
- beyond the boundsf Church fellowthip: for thus,1, The extraordinarie office: 
— of the Apoftles, and the ordinarie office of Paftors and Teachers will be much 
confounded, if the latter be as illimited as the former in the execution of their 
office beyond the bounds of their own particular Churches. 2, The diftinG@ion 


of Church aflemblies from the confufed multitude is abrogated, if without 


H 3 members. | | 
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_memberfhipin a particular Church the parents may communicate with the : 


Churches in the Lords Supper, and their feed in baptifme. 3, The Church fhall 
indanger the profaning of the feals, and want one {peciall meanes whereby the’ 
grace and pietie of men may bedifcerned and made known; for if without re- 
{pec to their Church eftate men of approved pietie (as you fay) are to be admit 
ted to fellowfhip in the feales, how fhall their pietie be approved to the Church. 
not by their own report of themfelves alone without atteftation of {uch as are 
approved by the Church 3 and how can fuch beare witnefle to their’ approved 
pietic, who againft light refufe to profeffe fubjefion to the Gofpel of Chrift by 
orderly joyning them(felves in fellowfhip with fome approved Church of Chrift 
as members thereof when they have opportunitie thereunto, feeing fuch fellow- 
thip isan action of pietie required of all beleevers in the fecond Gommandment- 
and true pietie frameth mens fpirits to haverefpe& to all Gods Commandments. 
And we have had much experience of it, that men of approved pietie in the 
judgément of fome have been found too light, not onely in the judgement of 


others, but even of their own confciences, when they have come to triallinof 


fering them{elves to be members of Churches, with fuch a bleffing hath God fol- 


lowed this order of taking hold of Church-Covenant by publick profeffion of _ 


faith and repentance before men be admitted to the feales ; but this meanes of 
difcoverie of mens pietie and finceritie would be utterly loft, if mien fhould be ad- 
mitted unto the Lords table without entring in C hurch-fellow hip. wae 

qe, ace ; Reply. Asay WO Me age phoh * ih his 

i. it be repugnant to Divine Inftitution to admit of approved Chriftians law- 
J fully. baptized , walking in the faith, members of the vifible ‘Churches , and 
What though thisinconye- 


nience do arife fometimes 


Supper, or their children to baptifme, becaufe they 
through mens’corruptionit 


be not entred into ‘Church felfowfhip according to 
thould be otherwifes and we your order, then icis unlawful! though no fuch evill 
~muft ever confider of the confequences areto be feared, !  eVLt. 
nature of Gods ordinances , 
in their right ufe, &c, Rob. again Ber, pa. 21 3.\ 


But if by accident fome abufe fhould fall out, the evill is to be prevented by all __ 


Refpondit cau(am nul- 
lam fuiffe cur To. Bapt. 
iffos accedentes rejiceret 
utrqui ad ejus bapt. ve- 
nirent cum peecatorum.. 
agnitione nec ipfe pote- 
fédtem ‘baberet eos. exe 
communicandi etiamp fux 
sent excom. digni, Bera 
_ deRresh p 23. 


lawfull meanes : bue the faithfull are not utterly to be de- 
barred of the order of God, whereto they have rightand 
title by his tree grant and gracious invitation, And’no 
queftion but the fealesofthe Covenant may be profaned 
many times when it is notin the power of the difpenfers 
to put back or expell fich as profanethem. Ifthe Con- 

gtegation fhall admic of, or tolerate an unworthy mem- 


partakers of Church priviledges among usto the Lords 


ber, the Churches priviledges are profaned’; and yet we 
conceive - 


> 
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| conceive you will fay the Paftor'is nos faulty in receiving him, when the Church 


doth tolerate unworthily, if he do what pertaineth to his office to Keep the ho- 


ly things of God from contempt, Butin the cafe propounded there is no feare 


or danger of fuch confequences neceflarieto follow: for the queftion is not of all 
forts at randame, but of Chriftians profefling the faith in- ; .Reée fane’ quis illos 2 


tirely, lawfully baptifed, known, and approved tothe, /acris probibuerar, arc. 


gontciences of the wife and judicious vifible members of .¢¢/ ft tam.. feeleratus 


. , . quifpiam quam effe exe 
athe Churches of Chrift among us often.admitted to the iftimaturtum fi tale ju. 


Lords, Table, whether’ thefe either fufficiently knowne . gigi Sibi? ti fanie fi 
| unto you, or orderly recommended may upon defire and mar que mox fuerivEc- 
-_fuite themfelves be admitted to communicate in the Lords: ¢/efe facies?/ed prererea 


| piper eeand sheicsbildien to be baptized, what feare is» ‘e"endom eff iftud. in 
otherenow.t 


HP ab boc neg otio, ¢9°6. 
at the extraordinarie office of the Apoftles, E0110, @ 


andthe ordinarie office of -Paftors and Teachers fhall be 
much orlittle confounded ?. Is this, to take as illimited . 


power as the Apoftles did ii the execution of their office? 

How fhal this tend to abrogate the diftin&tion of Church 

Affemblies from the confufed multitude >:or how.is the 

profanation of the feals thereby indangered ? | 

* You aske if without refpe& to their Church eftate 

amen of approved pietie (as we fay )are to. be admitted-into fellowfhip in the 
feals, how fhall their pietie be approved to the Church, not by their own report 
_of themfelves alone, &c.Donot you fay the fame, That there be many godly 


-perfons, and-of approved pietie among us, who are not approved by their ‘own 
_ repost of theméfelves (unleffe ye will take theit:wifedome, faith, patience, cou- 
-‘gage,conftancie, and holinefle of life for their report) approved , we fay by as 


ample and fufficient teftimonie as the Apoftles exacted of them whom they re- 


_ ceived into: Chirch fellowfhip, or cam be required of members admitted’ unto 
_ ethepriviledges ofthe Church; if men will follow the Lords dire&tionjoras you 


‘can. giveto ordinary members of your focieties,. You profeffe highorefpeét of 


_ your brethren in old Exg/and ybut itfeémes you judge them infafficient ‘to’ give 


orderly teftinionie of the finceritie and uprightneffe of approved Chriftians,well 
known unto them, and living among them, which two cannot well agree. We 
{peake not of fuch who againft light refufe to profefle fubjeftion to the Gofpel 
of Chrift tojoyne themfelves orderly in fellowfhip with fome approved Church: 
Bat of fuch as do with all readinefle profeffe fubjeCtion, and walk accordingly, 


and heartily defireto joyn themfelves to the moft pure and compleat Churches 
fo farréas they are taught of God, or have opportunitie thereunto. And if ex- 


ception’be taken againit them onely, who refufe againf light to fabmit them 


_ felvesito the Gofpel; by what rule do'you proceed when you judge men to’ re. 


- fafe againgt light, or debarre them who do not refufe againft confcience; but for 
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Jacke of opportunitie. Nodoubt (as you fay) but now and then amian of ap- |, 


proved pietie in the judgement of fome may be found too light, yéa ‘and in the 
judgement of his owne’confcience when he hath come to triall.. And no queftion 
but many have been admitted by the Church, who indeed and 'truth‘are much 
too light sand fome refuled who deferved better then they that caft them off, 
we will not difpute what errours have been committed , nor what blefling ye 


‘have found upon your proceedings ; we heartily befeech the Lord to keep your |! 


congregation pure,make his ordinances more and more effectuall, go before 
you in the way wherein you fhould walk, and multiply his mercies upon youin 
the fame. But this we are perf{waded, and therefore we {peak, that in debarring 
godly Chriftians from the Lords Supper, and much more the children of thofe 
parents who are in. covenant with God, from holy baptifme you exceed your 
commiffion you have received from God, and go beyond your due bounds, And 
notwithftanding your circumfpe&tion. more worthy and faithfull Chriftians 
have been denied when of leffe worth, and meaner fufficiencies have pafled, and 
been by you received, PE | | 


eAn[w: 6. ( onfid, 


of Miniftery ; and no mancan be fo called till firft there be'a Church to call 
- him, feeing the power of calling Minifters is given by Chrift unto 
DiBte ; of the Church;and thence it follows, that all thofe that defire to pare 
"<" take of the Seales’;:.are bound tojoyne themfelves in Church ftate, 
that fothey may calla Minifter to difpenfe the Seales unto them, And this dutie 
by the appointment of God lieth not onely upon fome Chriftians, but equally 
upon all:ergo no Chriftian can expect by the appointment of God to partake 
jin the Seals till he have joyned himfelfe in Church fellowfhip, and in the call of 
che Minifter’,. And indeed feeing a Church, and a Minifler called by the Church, 
is of fuch neceflitie for the difpenfing of the feales, it may feeme unreafonable 
that {ome Chriftians fhould be bound to become a Church, and to call a Minifter 
that.fo the feales may be difpenfed, and other men ( when this is done ) have 
equall libertie to the feals who refufe to joyme unto the Church, 


? Reply, 

_.“THis conclufion is not to the queftion propounded, for we fpeake of fuch as 
cannot, not of fuch as refufe to joyne themfelves unto the Church; or if they 

do not joyne, itis not out of contempt or wilfull negleet of Gods ordinance, 


opportunitie, or through their fault that fhould admit them but-do not. -Forif 
|) dn any of your Churches you thall requice more of members to be admitted. then 
Hil Chrift the chiefe Shepherd of the flock doth, or prefle that upon their confci- 
ND | 7 ~ ences 


ae ee r 


IN Ore have power to difpence the Seales but they that are ealled to the office” 


or defire of carnal] libertie, and not to bein fubjeGtion to Chriit, but forlacke of 
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ences which they cannot confent unto , if they fhall fic downe quietly for the 
tintie and ferve God in private, when they cannot injoy Church priviledges, tt is’ 
your fault.and not theirs, And they may niore juftly challenge the Affemblie 
as injurious and tyrannicall, then you them as wilfull defpifers of Gods ordi- 
nance. Weaccufe not the wifedome and difcretion of your Chuches, but we 

know the zealous multitude may fometimes be rafh ; And whena reafon is cra- 
_yved of your judgement, why you do debarre the moft knowhne and approved 
- Chriftians which come over, and their children from the feals of the covenant, 
we diflike you fhould put this note upori thera, as if againft light they refufed 
orderly to fubject themfelves to the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift: What warrant you 


have thusto cenfure, what ufe of this manner of difpute we leave it to your god- . 


ly wifedome to judge. In the Confideration it felf thereare many Propofitions 
couched together, which we muft examine feverally asthey have reference to 
- the conclufion intended, and then try whether it can be raifed from them. 

The firft Propofition, That none have power to difpence the Seales, but they 
that are called to the office of Miniftery, is freely granted. ; 

The fecond, Thatno mancanbe fo called till firft there be a Church to call 
him, needeth explication. For by the Church you muft underftand the com- 
- munity of the faithfull, as they are one bodie, without officers or guides. And 
-facha Church there cannot be withouta Miniftery to call and admit them into 
-Church-fellowfhip. The Apoftles baptifed not themfelves, but by the help of 
_ others, & thofe not called of the people to be baptifed,1 Cor.1.17. The Apoftles 
_ appointed by electio,Elders inevery city or Church. And fo there was a Church 
before Elders were fet over it, but this Church was a focietie of beleevers by bap- 
- tifme admitted isto Church-fellowfhip. There can be no Church to calla Mi- 
" pifter to feed the flock, and difpence the feals, till they have received the doétrine 
_ of falvation intirely, and by the feale of initiation be folemnly received into 
the focietie of men profeffing Chrift. A company of men converted to the faith 
being unbaptized, may and ought to defire baptifme , but they have not power 
to ele& and chufe oue among themfelves to difpence the feales unto the reft for 
_ ought is to be found in Scripture : The Churches conflitution into py aosing 
which Chriftians are to gatherthemfelves muft be Apoftolicall.and pez, J; aly 
not oneday or houre younger in nature and forme of it, thus the veiwed.p. go. 
| firft Church of the New Teftament. Butit can never be fhewed in Scripture that 
| any focietie of unbaptifed perfons did firft chufe from among thema Paftor or 
| Teacher by whom they might be baptifed: you cannot produce one example or 
other proofe in the Scripture, of one man teaching the Gofpel minifterially but 
he was baptifed, and a member of a true Church, or of a focietie who made 
choice of a Paftor and teacher, but they were baptifed perfons. 

| The third Propofition, That the power of calling Miniftersis given by Chrift 
unto the Church, mutt alfo be rightly underftood: as by the Church mutt be 
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_ powerto her Officers but minifterially onely , as miniftring to him who hath ! 
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meant the focietie of the faithfull, not onely ingrafted into Chrift, fet into the 
ftate of falvation, and made heires apparent of everlafting bleffednefle , but fo- 
lemnly entred and inrolled into the focictie of Chrifts fock, and acknowledged 
members by free admiffion into the Seales of the Covenant, Againe, by the | 
Charch if we fpeake of ordinary calling, muft not be underftood of the faith+ }) 
fujl alone, but their guides and officers together with them, who are to goe 
before the reft , and to dire& and governe them in their choice. Neither can we || 
fay, that any two or three beleevers linked together in focietie doe make fucha }} 
Church, as to whom the calling of the Minifter doth belong : but that right was |} 
given by Chrift to fuch Churches as were gathered and eftablifhed by the Apo= |, 
files. The Church hatha Miniftery of calling one whom Chrift hath defcribed, }j 
that from Chrifthe may have power of Office given him in the vacant place, 
But the office, gift, and power of the Miniftery, is immediately from Chrift and |, 
not from the Church, The Church doth neither virtually nor formally give | 


power and vertue to conferreit. And-this right of ele&tion is fo given tothe | 
communitie and body of the people , that if they have confented to give away | 
their right, or ific be taken injurioufly from them , thecalling of the Minitter |, 
notwithttanding may be true, and. minifteriall ats done by him that is thruft , 
upon the people without their confent may be effe&tuall to their falvation, A | 
wrong itis altogether to debarre the godly of their confent in the calling of | 
fuch as muft watch for their foules ; but it makes not the calling it felfe a meere- 
nullitie ; for then many Churches in the world within.a few hundred yeares after 
Chrift{hould have wanted both miniftery and Sacraments, and they would have , 
been altogether deftitute of both miniftery and Sacraments for many hundred | 
yeares. 7 | 

The fourth , Thatal! thofe who defire to. partake in the Seales , are bound'to ; 
joyne themfelves: together in Churcheftate, that fo they may call a Minifterto | 
difpence the Seales unto them , will not follow from the former rightly under- , 
ftood, We deny not but Chriftians are bound to joyne themfelvestogether in ho. , 
ly fellowfhip,if God give them opportunitie: but they mut partake in the Seales . 
before they can joyne themfelves together in Church-ftate, And fuch as for lack 
of meanes and opportunitie cannot joyne themfelves into fuch an eftate, or be 
difperfed by perfecution, or be deftitate of Paftors and Teachers, may fora time , 
defire and feck to have the feales difpenced unto them by the Paftorsand Teache , 
ers of other Societies, with whom they hold communion inthe faith, The peo. , 
ple alfo who are deprived of right and libertie to choofe their Paftor, may defire , 
and feek to have the Seales difpenced unto them by him who is fet over them, ' 
Jfa company of Infidells fhould be converted to the faith, they muft defire to 
partake in the ordinances of grace before they could joyne together in a Church- 
way to calla Minifter oftheir own, who might adminifter the Sacraments ae 

7 them. 
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— The Reply tothe Anfwer of rbe third and fourth Pofitions, 55 
them. To make Difciples and baptize are joyned together. And srg 
if thefe Propofitions be allowed for current, a nation or people fost air 
plunged into Idolatry or Infidelitie,or otherwife difchurched,can- rang 
not by ordinary meanes recover into a Church-eftate, wherein they may law- 
fully and according to Gods appointment defire or expe that the Seales of the 
Covenant fhould be difpenced to them, | 4 
~The fifth Propofition rifeth beyond meafure, that no Chriftian can expett by 
the appointment of God to partake in the Seales till he have joyned himfelfe in 
Charch-fellowfhip and the calling of the Miniter, Wee conceive you will not 


they are debarred by their fex as from ordinary Prophefying , fo ; Cor.14. 34, 
from any other dealing wherein they take authority over the man) 2014 ¥5, 
Hf fome part of the Congregation doe not confent in the ele&ion Tit.2/21,124 
of Paftors or Teachers, have they not right to expe& to have the Rob. “Be Ber. 
Seales of the Covenant difpenced to themfelves or their feede > If Pas 2985 

che people be deprived of that libertie to choofé or call their Minifter, mutt they 
| feperate from the ordinances of worfhip there difpenced, and from the Congres 
gations as no true Churches? [f {ome perfons by the providence of God live in 
fuch places where they cannot joyne in Church-fellowfhip and call of che Mini« 
{ter (as fuppofe the Chriftian wife, childe, or fervant ) nor lawfully remove to 
any fuch Societie, muft they and their children live as ftrangers and aliens from 
the Covenant of grace, wherein they may not expect to partake of the Seales,> 
If Infidels be converted to the faith, muft they not partake in the Seales, becaufe 
they cannot joyne in Ghurch-fellowfhip and call of the Minifter, before they be 
admitted-to Baptifme ? 

|” Here you fay the people muft joyne together in the call of the Minifter, before 
they can lawfully defire to be admitted to the Seales. And another xob. az. Bern. 
hath zealoufly affirmed ( [t is a prefumptuous fin in any tochoofe px 239. 

‘an Officer not trained up and tryed ( /ci/.}) in the debating, difcuffing, carrying’ 
and contriving of Church-affaires, as alfo in admonition,exhortation,and coni~ 
fort, publickly occafioned and fo manifefted ) Lay thefe two together, and let it 
be confidered how long many a poore foule converted to the faith muft be com- 
pelled to want the comfort of Gods ordinances. Befides, ifa people be joyned 
together in Church-fellowfhip, and have called a Paftor to feed and watch over 
them, wee defire (not words but ) proofe why the poore difperfed Chriftians 
iivanting means or opportunitie to joyn themfelves together into fOcietie, oughe 
not todefireand that others benot bound in conftience to afford them the com- 
fortof Gods ordinances. | | | te ae 
| Tfthe Propofitions may ftand for good, Tfeare we fhall {Carce finde that ever 
in ordinary way, the Sacraments were lawfully difpenced or received in the 
Chrittian Churches of God fince the firft foundation of them. Now the premifes 
: ia being 


ae 


fay that children and womien have to doe in the call of the Minifter ( for womefi. 
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56 The Reply tothe Anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions, 
being Tiable to fo many exceptions, the conclufion to be laid uponthem, will fall}, 
of it felfe. And thereunto wee oppofe the dire& contrary, That Infidels con- 
verted to the faith, or godly Chriftians, formerly vifible beleevers, knowne and | 
approved members of Congregations profefling the intire faich, and joyning to- | 
gether in the lawfull ufe of the Sacraments for {ubftance according to the Inftt- — 
tution, may and ought to defire and expe& the Seales of the Covenant to be dif- | 
penced to them,and to their feede, though for the prefent they be notjoyned ia- || 
to fuch Church-ftate and call of Minifters as yourequire, : 


ak eas eAnfwer 7, C onfider ation, | i 
T-Hat our pra@ife may not be cenfared as novell and fingular , giveusleaveto || 
produce a Prefident of the like care obferved anc approved by publick coun- || 
tenance of State inthe dayes of Edward 6, of blefled and famous memory , who 
inthe yeare 1550. granted -fohannes Alafcoalearned Noble man of Polandun- 
der the great Seale of Exgland, libertie to gather a Church of ftrangers in Lon- || 
don, and to order themfelves according as they fhould finde to be molt agreeable | 
to.the Scriptures. Among other godly orders eftablifhed in that Church, that} 
which concerned the Adminiftration of Baprifme to prevent the prophanation | 
of it'we will repeate in A/afcoes owne words. Bapti/me in eur Charch( faith he ) 
isadminiftred ia the publique Affembly of the Church after the publique Sermon: 
|. for feeing Baptifme doth fo belong to the Whole Church that none ought to be driven 
shence, which is.amember of the (lurch, nor tobe admitted to it who w not amember ' 
ef it, truely it is eduall that that [bould be performed publiquely in the Affembly of the \! 
whole Church, which belongs to the whole Church incommon, Againe, headdeth; | 
Now fecing our Churches ar: by Gods bleffing fo eftablifhed by the Kings Majeftie, | 
shap they may beas it Were one parifh of. ‘ftrangers difperfed throughout the whole Ci- | 
} 


tie, or one body corporate (-as itis called in the Kings grant) and yet all firangers ) 
doe not joyne themfelvestoour (3 burch, yea there are thofe who while they avoyde all \ 
Churches, will pretend to the Englifh Churches that they are joyned with us, and to us 
that they are joynea to the E nglilh Churches, and fo doe abufe both them and us, left } 
the Enclifo Charches andthe Minifters thereof. Joould be deceived by the impoftures | 
of fuch men ( and that under colour of our (burches) wee doe baptize their Infants: i 
alone who have adjoyned themfelves to our Churches by publique confeffion of their | 
faith, and obfervation of E celefiafticall difcipline. And that our Churches may be cer= | 
saine that the Infants that are to be baptized are their feede, who have joyned theme | 
folves thereto in manner aforefaid, the father of the Infant to be baptized (if poffible | 
‘be can) or other menand women of notable credit in the C hurch , doe offer the Fufant | 
ro Baptifmessand doe publickly profe (fe that it is the fede of the Church, yet wee [a fem 
no flranger 0. fer Infants to Baptifme in onr Churches, who hath not made publique | 
. profe ffion of bis faith, and willingly fubmitted him[elfe to the Difeiptine of she Church, 
if otherwife ghey wno prefent their children to Baptifme,might in time plead that they, 


i _ belong” 
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| belong to our C hurches, and fo fhould deceive the Englifh Churches and their -Minje 
fers, To thofe which prefented Infants to Baptifme , they propounded three 
_ gueitions, the firft was 3e-4re thefe Infassts which yee off2r the feed of this Cherch, 
| that they may lawfully be here baptized by our Atiniftery ? Gc, Anfwer, Yea, This 
Tnftance is the more to be regarded, becaufe A/a/co affirmeth in the preface of that 
Book, that this libertie was by the King granted to them out of his defire to fer- 
- tlealike reformation in the Exglifb Charches, which in effet you fee the fame 
_ with our practife in this particular, ee, 


Re ly. 

He pra&tife of the Church of ser in London, recorded by John Alafco, is 
farre different from your judgement and practife , not in fome by-circum- 

- ftances, but in the maine point in queftion ; for your judgement is that true vifi- 
ble beleevers, baptized and partakers of the Lords Supper in.other Churches not 
yet gathered into Church-eftate or fellowthip , haveno right or intereft in the 
_ Seales, ( they nor their feede ) But this Church of ftrangers he'd no fuch opinion 
~ astheir own words ( which you have omitted ) doe plainly {peake, And Panl 
- teftifyeth ( fay they ) that by Chrifts Ordinance the Churchitfelfe without ex- 
~ ception of any member ofic, isto be accounted cleane or holy by the miniftery, 
of Baptifme. Whence we may eafily fee, that Baptifine doth neither belong to. 

_ thofe who arealtogether without the Church, nortobe denyed to any member 
of the Church. Secondly, They held communion with the Church of England 

_ as oneand the fame with theirs. For fo they profefle : Yet nevertheleffe, that 
we may openly thew that the Exg/i/o Churches and ours are one and the fame 
Church ( though we differ fomewhat from them both in language and Ceremo- 
nies ) We doe not refufe that the Englif may as publick witnefles of the Church 
offer the Infants ofour members to Baptifme in.our Churches, if they have both 
the ufe of our language and a certain teftimony of their piety, As in like man- 
~ ner our members are accuftomed to offer the Infants of the Englfh to Baptifme in 
the Englifh Churches. If your judgement be this of the €aglifh Churches, your 
~ judgement in acknowledging us members of true Churches, and practife in de- 
_ barring vifible beleevers and their {eede from the Seales, are oppofite the one to 
‘the other. Thirdly, This order was obferved by them to prevent the impoftures 
_ of fome, who whilft they avoyded all Churches, pretended to the English, that 
| they werejoyned to theltrangers, and to the ftrangers that. they were joyned to 
| the Engiifb. But you debarre knowne Chriftians who defire to joyneghemfelves 
_ with you,not to prevent impofturesof them who ayoydeall Churches: yea, you 
_ debarre them as men having no right to the Sacraments, becaufe they be notin 
_ Charch-fellowthip : and herein youcan fhew no prefident ancient or moderne, 
either from Scripture or Monuments of the Church: And as your pra@ifeis 

’ without example, fo without wafrant cid the word of God. And this is the 
3 maine 
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maine reafon why we cannot confent unto you in this particular which we thus 
propound, | 


| t Reafon,; i. 
| Hat facred order which God hath fet in his vifible Church for all his Saints 
| to keepand walk by, that is religioufly to be obferved. But for men to fetu 
thatas aneceffarie order which God never allowed, approved, or commanded, 
is great prefumption, Nowthe Lord hath not ordained that a man thould bea 
fet member ofa particular Socictie, or body politique of faithfull people joyn- 
ed together in {pirituall Church-fellowfhip by Covenant, before he be admite 
ted unto the Lords Supper, or that the parents fhould be 2@uall vifiblé fet mem= 
bers of fome particular diftin&t body before their children be baptifed. They 
that beleevein Jefuis Chrift have received the word of promife and walk therein, 
they and their children are within the Covenant, and have right and title to the 
Seales of the Covenant, but in their order, the infants to bapti{me, parents bap- 
tifed, to the Lords Supper. And ifinthat ftate by divine grant they have interegt 
to the Sacranients, the Church in debarring them becanfé they be not yet grown 
into one diftin€t feparate focietie of mutual! covenant, doth exceed the bounds. 
of her commiffion. Fora minifteriall power onely iscommitted to the Church _ 
to admit or refufe them who are to be admitted or refufed by authoritie from 
God : But the Church ifthe thruft beleeving parents from the Supper of the Lord, 
and their feed from baptifme the denieth thefe benefits to them who by the 
grace and gift of God have lawfull right and title thereto. } 
4. For firft, the baptifine of 7obx was true baptifme, and truly adminiftred, 
by him : And they that were baptized by him received the feales of the Cove- 
nant, and were efteemed members of the vifible Church : But 7ohn never deman- 
ded of them who came to his baptifme whether they were entred 
into fpirituall fellowfhip by mutuall covenant one- with another... 
This was not then knowne to beaneceffarie and effentiall point in the lawfull, 
due, and orderly adminiftration of the Sacrament, The difciples of our Saviour | 
made and baptifed difciples profefling the faith, but not combined 
Toh.4.2.4n4 5446 Churcheftate or fellow fhip. The Apoftles commiffion was firt 
ied 28.19. £0 teac h the Gentiles, and then to baptife them having received theix 
20: do&trine, And this they carefully obferved.in the execution of their 
miniftery upon grounds and reafons common to them and us : for as foone as 
any man or number of men gladly received the doftrine of falvation , and gave 
theirnames to Jefus Chrilt, if they defired'to be baptifed forthwith they accepts 
ed chem, never excepting, that they were no fet membersof a diftinG: viftdle con= 
gregation, When the firft 3600, converts, being pricked in their con{ciences, 
came to Perer, and thereft of the'A pollles,faying, Afen and brethren, | 
AG,2.27338» hat fhall we do? Peter returns this anlwer, Repent and be baptifed 


Matth. 3.6,7. 
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2 every 


every one of you inthe Name of fefus, Gc, For to you 1s the promife made, and to your 
chilaren, and to all that are afar off, c, As {oon as the Samaritanes beleeved, Phi- 
lip Who it the things that concerned the kingaam of Godsthey Were 


baptifed beth men and women, When the Eunuch asked of Philip, See AGB. 47. 


_ here ts water, What doth let me to be baprifed? he anfwereth notifthou & 11.16.17, 
_ beeft-firft received as a fet member into avifible congregation thon Aa. 8.37. 


mayelt : but if thou beleeveft with allthy heart; thou mayeft, (an any man forbid wi- 
ser (faith Peter, {peaking of the Gentiles upon whom was powred the gift of 
the holy Ghoft) that the/e fhould not be baptifed who have received the yo AES 
gift of the holy Ghoft as well as we? Atthattime it was notheldabar and ¢3.16, 


- fafficient to Keep them from the Sacrament of baptifme,becaufe they 17. 
«were not fet members of a diftin& focietie, which had it been effentiall to the 


lawfull.and orderly adminiftration of the Sacraments, quettionleffe it had been 
obferved in the firft Inftitution and adminiftration of them. Axnanias baptifed 
Paul before he was any fet member of a congregationall Affembly, 
Lydia and her houfhold., the Jaylorand his houfe were baptifed) ) 4” eet 
without: regard to their Church’ eftate, For in the fame night 3,°° ” 
which he was converted, he was baptized with all his houfhold, 
And this was done not by the Apoftles onely upon fpeciall dif- | een 

. Cor. 8.27. 
penfation, but by others upon grounds and reafons common y47::4 28 ; a 
to them, and all ages, vz. becaufe they were difciples,beleeved, A@ 2. 4r. and 
gladly received the Word, had received the holy Ghoft, were  8.12,13,37. 
called, and the promife was made to them, and to their feed,, He!v-conf-c. 26. 


evento all them that were afarre off. | Geli efir SY. 


_neminem qui velit profit eri nomen Chrifti ne infaates quidem Chriftianornm hominum, 6. 


Scot. conf. ¢. 23. 
Now if the Apoftles difpenfed the feales to them that were iy 
not in Church-fellowfhip upon common grounds, it isnot ey bs a4 Ag 
effential! to the lawfull difpenfation of the feales, that all ratte He. ae : 
partakers fhould be under fuch a covenant. If the baptifed Argent.conf, ea. 17. 
dilciples, beleevers, fuch as gladly received the Word, and Son, confef ca.r4, 
had received the gift of the holy Ghoft,then the feals of the Palab. conf Sette ad 
Covenant belong unto.fuchs and by the grace of God they ee vere P/U 
haye right andtitleuntothofe priviledges, : 
2. Aswe received the Sacraments from God by divine Inftitution : fo mutt 


‘we learne from him, how and to whom the fame are to be adminiftred , obfer- 


ving what he hath commanded without addition or diminution, But we have 
learned from Chrift the Author of Baptifme, and the conftant praGife of the 
fypottles ( the firft difpenfers of théfe holy feales who belt underfood the mind 
and pleafire of the Lord herein) that fuch ag be called of God to whom the 
promile is made, who have received the gifts of the holy Ghoft, beleeved in the 
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Lord Jefus, 
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profeffed their faith in him, and repentance for fins paftwith pur-_ |! 


pofe of amendment for the time to come, that fuch have right unto, and defiring 


it ought to be received unto Baptifme, and are 
prived of that unf{peakable benefit, | 
, 3. Byalively faich a manismade a living member of Jefus Chrift, and hath 


greatly wronged jf they be de- 


internall communion with him by the intire profeflion of Chriftian faith joyned 
with conformity of lifein righteoufneffe, and holineffe, and fellowfhip of love, 


he isa member of the vifible congregation or flock of Chrift,though no fet mem- 


ber of a free 
miffion into. 
ceiving into 
is accidental 


diftinCt independant Societie, And Baptifme is the feale of our ad- 
the congregation or flock of Chrift; but not evermore of our re- 
this or that particular focietie as fet members thereof, This fatter 
lto baptifme, not effentiall, It may fall out to be fo, butitis not 


_ ever heceffarie; nor isthe Sacrament to be denyed, nor can we fay itis imper- |! 
fe&tly adminiftred where. it cannot be attained. For the Catholique Church is _ | 
one intire bodie, made up by the colleGion and agregation of all the faithful! | 


unto the unity thereof; from which union there arifeth unto every one“of them 
fuch a relation to ,dependance upon that Church Catholique as parts ufe to 
have in refpe&t of the whole, And this holds true, not onely of found belee- 


» vers in ref{pe 


& of internall fellowfhip with Chrift their head, and fo one with 


another ; but of all men profeffing the trueand ‘intire do&trine of faith and fal- 
vation in refpe& of ther that hold and profeffe the fame faith of Chrift, and 


worfhip God according to his will; whereupon it followeth that neither par= 


ticular perfons, nor particular guides, nor particular Churches are to worke as 


feverall divi 


ded bodies by themfelves, but areto teach, and be taught ;and todo 


all other duties as parts conjoyned to the whole, and members of the fame 
flock or focietie in generall : And fo beleevers profefling the faith, and walking 


in holineffe, 


may and ought to be admitted to the Seales as a€tuall members of | 


the Church of Chrift, and fheep of his pafture, though not fet members of one 
congregational! Church, 5 

4. Net to infift upon this here, thatit hath and may fall out many times 
through ignorance, rafhneffe, or pride, of a prevailing faction in the Church, 
that thetrue members of the Catholique Church, and the beft members of the 


Orthodox v 


ifible flock, or Church of Chrift, may be no a&uall members of any | 


diftin& Societie, and fhall they for this be accounted men out of Covenant, and 
their pofteritie be efteemed aliens and ftrangers: but if they be in Covenant, then 


are they ho] 


Rob. againtt 
Ber. pa.g2. 
Matth. 28,19. 
Ag, 2. gt. 

& 8.12 13.37. 


y in refpect of the Covenant, and their children holy as pertaining — 


to the Covenant, and have right to the Sacrament of initiation, 


Thus Mr, Rod. frameth the argument. The Sacrament of Bap-_ i 


tifme is to be adminiftred by Chrifts appointment, and the Apo- 
tiles example onely to fuch asare (externally, and fo tar as men 
can judge) taught and made difeiples, do receive the Word glad- 


x ain. > a eg? ‘ym g “ 
‘Ss PS Se 
4 ¥ Dattiet cee: ; 
ae ee ep Pati 
‘3 Rye ee 


_ly. tla beleeve, and fo profefle, have received the holy Ghott, and a 
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cotheir feed. And thus the Church of God ever fince the Apoftles 1 Cot. 7:19. 
-dayes underftood the covenantand promife, and their pra&tife in receiving be- 
leevers and their feed to the Seales ofthe Covenant was an{werable, as might b 
thewed at large, ific was not a thing confeffed. Hereunto youanfwer, gs 


Deeg: | ares - . * eAnfwer. | jak 

VVuiere the holy Ghoftis given and received (which was the cafe of the 
| Centurion) and where faith is profeffed according to Gods ordinance 
(which was the cafe of the reft) there none may hinder them from being bapti- 
“fed, viz, by fuch as have power to baptife them, In the Inftances given baptifme 
was adminiftred either by Apoftles or Evangelifts, not ordinary Paftors: the’per- 
"fons baptifed, if they were members of Churches, had a right to baptifme in 
- their ftate, and the Apoftles being Officers of all Churches might difpenfe the 
~ feales to them where ever they came, which yet will not warrant ordinary Offi- 
—cerstodothe fame, Nor is it improbable but that all thefe were in Church-or- 
der, efret,on eZ, 18. 1.isof opinion, that the Centurion had a conftituted 
~ Church in his houfe; the Eunuches coming to Jerufalem to worthip, 
argueth him to bea Profelyte,and member of the fewifh Church not 
yet diffolved ; and therefore upon the profeffion of the Chriftian faith capable 
_ of Church priviledges at that time. As for Lydia and the Gaylor it appeareth: 
that in the beginning of the Gofpel there was a Church at Philipps which com-~ 
_ municated with Pax! as concerning giving and receiving : As he ex- 
' prefly faith, before his departure was from Macedonia, which depar- 
ture was immediately upon the Gaylors converfion. In which refpe& what 
fhould hinder that Lydia and the Gaylor fhould firft be joyned to the Church; 
- and then to be baptifed though it be not mentioned in that ftory? As neither 
- there is mention of a Chriftian Church, which ‘Pasi mentioneth in his Epifile 
tothe Philippians, Atleaftivis probable that Lydéa was a member of the Jewifh 
Church, becaufe fhe is faid to be one that worfhipped God. But ifany man think 

_ they were not members of any Church yet baptifed, though we fee not how it 
- will be proved, yet if it were lo, the obje& doth no whit weaken the arguments 
_ which fpeaketh of the ordinary difpenfation of the feales, and not of what was 
- done in an extraordinary way. So that fuppofe that in thecafes alledged, bap- 
_ tifme difpenfed to fome that were not in-Church-fellowfhip, yet the examples 
| of the Apoftles and Evangelifts in fo doing will not warrant ordinary Paitors 
 todothe like, The reafon.of the difference why Apoftles and Evangelifts might 
 adminifter Baptifwe out of Church-order, whereas Paftors and Teachers may 
not,isdouble, x. Becaufe their calling gave them illimited power over all men, 
efpecially Chriftians wherefoever they came, But we do not find that ordinarie 
Paftors and Teachers can doan act of power, but onely over their own Church, 
which hath called them to watch over them in the Lord, 2, Becaufethey were == 
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AG. 8, 270 
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affifted wich an immediate dire€tion and guidance of the holy Ghow in the | 
places of their admiiniftration in the cafes alledged. But ordinary Church. Of; 
ets are to walke according to ordinary roles of the Scripture in the difpenfation | 
of the Seales, and aot to expect immediate infpirations and extraordinary reve. } 
lations for their helpe in fuch cafes, This difference between Apoftles and ordi | 
nary Church- Officers muft needs be acknowledged, or otherwife a man mj he | 
front their example juftifie Baptifme in private houles. ie Web|) 


Reply, 


"T His Anfwer ftarids of mary parts, wherein things doubtfull are affirmed: and | 
_ © that which more weakeneth the force of the confideration before alledged: ft 
_ aiid the Anfwer it felfe, chen of the réafon Wherennto itis applyed, For ai 
Firft, Ifwherethe holy Ghoft is given and received, and where faith is pro- | 
fefféd ae Ay Gods ordinance, there none may hinder then from being | 
baptized, viz. by fich as have power to baptize them: Then either men that | 
have received the holy Ghoft, and profeffe the faith, be members of th eCharch: ¢ 
or Baptifme is not a priviledge of the Church , then it is not eflentiall to the firft 
Inftitation of Baptifme, that it fhould be difpenced to none but fuch as were ene 
tered into Church-fellowthip, or were fet members of a congregationall Afferg- | 
bly. Then the Apoftles in difpenfing the Seales unto fuch,or commandingthem 
to be-difpenced did walk according to the rules of Scripture, and Upon grounds "| 
common to them and us, viz.they admitted them unto the Sacramentéwho had | 
right and intereft to them,according to the minde and pleafure of the Inftitutor, * 
riot extraordinarily revealed, befides the common rules, or by fpecial] difpenta- f 
tion and prerogative excepted from the common rule, but made knownein the * 
fnfticution it felfe. And thei the difficultie remaining is onely this, whether a’ 
Paftor or Teacher hath authority from Chriftto difpence the Seales of the Gove.‘ 
Hanit to one who hath right and title to therm, and doth orderly defire that bené-__' 
fit becaufe he 8 not as yet received as a fet member of that particular focietie 
which your praGife in admitting of fet members of other Congregations unto | 
thie Seales doth manifefily convince, For if both have egnall mtereft unto the ‘ 
Seales, the Paflor upon lawful fuite and requeft bath equall authoritie to receive ' 
the one as well as the otlier. ee D 
Secondly , Inthe particular Inftances given, itis not probable that Baptifme 
was everinore adminiitred by Apoftles or Evangelitts; Forbefore the death of 
Fhe hy Chrift, the Difciples baptized when they were properly neither — 
ss ee — Apoftles nor Evangelifts : After the death of Chrift ( not to infit 
upon conjectures whether any affifted the Apoftles in the baptizing 
of the firft'three'thoufand converted ) it is not certaine, whether Peter baptized 
AG. 10, 48. Cornctins and his family, er commanded-others then prefent with | 


him __ 
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_ himto.baptizethem : the wordsmay heread : &t juffit eos baptiza- 
rt | SaaS Domini, Sy. & Meu? racepit eis #t phe baad Ais fe ¢- 
| The Interlipeary gloffe leaveth itdoubetull, Afocia [wis vel a feipfo, Ba i. fe 
- Others are.of opinion that Peter did baptize them himfelfe. Itcan- pe 260. 
not be proved that P/ilsp and Avanias were both Evangelifts, when AG. &.:12. 
—theonebaptized the Samaritazs and the Eunuch, the other Paul. = ab. 
Paul himfelfe baptized but a few as he teftifieth of himfelfe,andrea- =~ 7” 
fon to. convince that others converted by his preaching were baptized by Evan- 
 gelifts, weknow notany, Andit Philip, Ananias, and others mightbaptizefuch 
_ as had right and title to the Seales, being as yet no fetmembers of any particular 
_ Congregation : and a Congregation deftitute of their proper Paftor, may defire 
another to.baptize their Infants, and difpence the Sacrament of the Supperto 
them in that theirneceflitie. And ifthe members of one Congregation may law- 
fully. communicate in another, then may the Paftors of particular Congregati- 
ons upon.occafion. admit-to the Seales of ithe Covenant fuch known and appre~ 
_wed.Chriftians, as have right and titlethereunto, and duely and orderly require 
the fame; for.of all thefe the reafon is like and perpetuall. : 
_ Thirdly, tis very improbable that the perfons baptized , were in Church 
fate ororder. If they were membersof the Jewifh Church not yet -diffolved, 
this.is.notto.the,purpofe ; for men have not rightto Baptifmesbecaufethey were 
“amemibers of the Jewifh Church, but becaufe Difciples and:(as youday ) joyned 
together in Covenant, and have fellowthip and calling of their Minifter , whoig 
todifpence the Sealesunto:them, And Baptifine is the Sacrament-of initiation, 
notinto,the Jewifh but the Chriftian Churches. Secondly, when youday; rhe 
_Seales.in ordinary difpenfation are the priviledges of the ( hurches There are no Minis 
fhers but of particular Churches. Bapts{me andthe Lords S upper are to'be admin. 
iftred onely. to.the.memsbers of the Church. No {octetic may lawfully defire the Seates, 
ganleffe they have joynedinthe choice and calling of their Minister, Beleevers not yee 
| joyned.in Church- order are without, Doe yee notin all thefeunderftand a Chrifti- 
.anfocietic, united ina Church-way,&c.which:cannotagreeto 4 
“the members of the Jewifh Church; not yet -diffolved, Thirdly, 48%9% 222.88. 
_The conftitution of the Church (‘faith M‘. Rodin.) is the orderly colleGion and 
-conjunGtion of the Saints into and in the Covenant of the New Teftamient ;but 
the members of Jewith Churches not yet diffolved, were not in fuch conftitution, 
| LEche-Bunuchand Centurion were profelytes and members of the Church of the 
| Jewes);' Che Samaritanes whom Philip baptized were not fo. And that any-‘Gen- 
tiles, onthe Gailor whom Paul baptized in the A poitles times, were fet members 
.of aChriftian Affembly before baptized, is very ftrange, If there was.a Church 
ap Philippi; yet the Gailor »who was :baptized and converted the fame night, 
} could not be.a fet member by folemne admiflion before Baptifme. It isfaid tke 
-Apottles baptized thefe perfonsinanextraordinary way, But in this prattife of 
"ae | K 3 
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the Apoftles two things are to be confidered. 1. The circumftance of theattion, | 
2. The qualitie or fubftance ofthe aé&, In fome circumftances the baptizing of |/ 
fome of thefe perfons might be extraordinary, but thefubftance and qualitie of || 
the ation was grounded upon rules perpetual! and common tous withthem. © || 
‘x, Thatis done inan extraordinary way,which by peculiar priviledge of difz - || 
penfation is made lawfull to fome one or few men, which is unlawfull to all o- 
*thers, not having the fame difpenfation, but where the ground and reafon of the ‘|| 
action is common : we muft not conceive the thing to be done in an extraordina- _ | 
ry way by f{peciall difpenfation. What was doneby the Apoftles upon {peciall || 
ievelation and immediate direction, befides the ordinary and common rule, in || 
that wee are not to immitate or follow them,becaufe we have not,their warrant. 4 
But what they did upon reafons and grounds reaching unto us no leffe*then un-_|| 
tothem, in that we have the fame libertie, allowance, or commandement that | 
they did walk by. In one and the fame action there may be and oft is fomething- 


« 


me 
ye 


ordinary, fomething extraordinary or peculiar to fpeciall times or perfons. So 
it was in the Apoftles adminiftration of the Seales: but in every place where they | 
came by illimited power ( as you fpeake ) they did baptize Difciples, if they did | 
-baptize; this was proper to them,and:could not be communicated to any others. 
-by them. For there is no paffage of Scripture which teacheth this, that one Offi= _ 
“cer may communicate his power to another, or doethat which particularly be- | 
_ ylongeth to bis office'by a Deputie- : Butothat they baptized beleevers profefling — 
their faith in the Lord Jefus, and repentance towards God , fuch as had gladly 
_imbraced the: Word, and received the gifts of the holy Ghoft : this was common 
. to them with all Paftors and Teachers, becaufe they-didit, not by power illimi- 
ted or fpeciall difpenfation, butupon this ftanding perpetuall reafon, that the 
_promife was made to them and to their feede, and to as many as the Lord foall call, that. 
they had received the holy Ghost, and the hingdome of heaven belon ed 16 ‘chews. An 
-if the grounds andteafons of their practife be common reaching to.us, no lefle” 
then unto them, the practifeit felte was not extraordinary, To fay nothing that’ | 
this Anfwer will not ftand with the former 3 for if the parties baptized were fet _ 
“members of particular Societies,the Apoftles did not baptizethem in an extraor- 
dinary way, they did it by the guidance and dire&tion of the Spirit, that is true, 
-but not by guidance of difpenfation, or prerogative; whereby that was made 
awfull without fuch in{piration had been unlawfull, But they were infallibly 
guided ro doe that which was according to the word of God, and might ftand 
for our dire&tion : that in cafe it be orderly defired a Paftor hath authoritie _ 
in bis owne Congregation, to receive knowne and approved Chriftians tothe 
{eales ot the Covenant, hath been proved:before. If the Apoftles difpenced the 
feales onely to the Church, Difciples,faithfull, who received thedo@rine of fal- , 
vation with gladneffe of heart, and were partakers of the holy Ghoft, then they 
difpenced the feales in an ordinary way; for fuch have ticle and intereft 5: _ | 

| eales 
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feales by the Infticution and appointment of God, And every Paftor by his Of- 
fice may, and ought.to.difpence the feales unto fuch, within the bounds and Ji- 
Ditciples, faith full, &<¢. ap} bell! Of ois V9 Sy ! i La 
2, An Argument followeth neceflarily from particular example to a gene 
rail ; when one particular is proved by another partieular,by force of the fimili- 
tude common to the whole kinde, under which thofe particulars are contained » 


| mits of hiscalling: But the Apattles. difpenced the feales onely to. the Church, 


Bur the practile of the Apoftles in baptizing Difciples andfaithfull, by force of | 


fimilitude common to.the whole: Kinde, agreeth with the prattile of Minifters 
Teceiving to Baptifme the feed of the faithfull, chougl as yet not fet members of 
any particular focietie, In fome circumftances there may be difference when yet 
the reafon is ftrong, ifthedifference be not in the very likenefle it felfe where- 
pon the reafonis grounded. One circumftance that is materiall to the point 
may overthrow the likenefle pretended, and twenty different circumftances, if 
they be not to the pointin hand make no diffimilitude.: Now in this matter wee 


{peake of, no circumitance is or canbe named why we fhould thinke it lawfull — 


for the Apoftlesto baptize Difciplesas yet being no fet members’of particular 


focieties, and the fame fhould be unlawfull in all cafes for ordinary Paftors.in 


their particular Congregations, though it bedefired. | Be 
"3. “What is done by extraordinary difpenfation,thatjis lawfull for them onely 


‘who have received {ich difpenfation, and, by them, cannot be communicated to 


others. But the Apoftles baptized ,by others feldome. by. themfelves, as hath 
‘been fhewed. ase | 


_ 


“4, \Wemight urge the rule which a reverend Elder.among you,giveth imano- 
ther matter, (/c#/.) Thofe examples which are backed with -fome See %. D. Ape 
divine precept, or which are held forth in the firft Infticution of an Se 12, pa, 
ordinance, being part of the infticution, or which were the con- 15%5153s154. 
ftant lawfull a€tions.of holy menin Scripture, notcivill but facred fo bindeus 
to imitation, as that not to conforme thereunto is finne. For the Aflumption to 


‘this Propofition, it is plaine and natural! : Butthe practife of the Apoftles in re- 


ceiving the faithfull, Difciples, &c,.is backed with divine precept, held forth in 


the firft Infticution, and was their conftantlawfull prafife, agreeable tothe 
praétife ofall others who were imployed in that fervice ; Ergo, &c. - 

5. In the firft confideration, you prove the Seales to be the priviledge of the 
‘Church in ordinary difpenfation, by this paflage of Scripture, Then they .that 
gladly received the Word were baptized: butif Apoftles baptize by extraordinary 
di(penfation in your fenfe this teftimony is infufficient for that purpofe, 

; ! ! 2, Reafon, 
@\Ur fecond reafon, In due order, the Seales belong to them to whomthe 
grant is given,v#z. Baptifme to the feed of the faithfull, and the Lords Sup- 


: per to beleevers, able to try and examine themfelves: But the. grantisvouch- 
| 3, fafed ||, 
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66 The Reply tothe Aafwer of the third and fourth Pofitions. 
fafed to the faithfull and their feed, forgiveneffe of finnes, fan€tification, adop? 
tionyand what other good chin gs are promifed in the covenant of Prace are the 
grantor gocd things fealed in the Sacrament, But thofe are granted to beleevers 
according to the covenant; and they are fo linked together; that under one pro- 
-mifed.all are underitood; and ifone be vouchfafed, none is denied. "When God 


promifeth tocircumcifé the heart, the forgivenelle of finnes is implyed. And 


Deut. 30.6, Ween Circumcifion is faidto be the Seale of the righteoufhelle of 
Romcto6 7, faith, the cireumcilion of the heart by (pirituall regeneration is 
8,9. aneluded, To whomfoever then the {pirituall piftjor inward grace 
Rom.4. 13.) ofthe covenantis given and granted, to them the Seales ‘of that 
Gon. ty.ur te gift and grantdoth belong in their due order. But the fpiricuall 
and Af, 4- (gift or grace which is the thing fignified in the Sacrament,is freely 
pranted 'to true beleevers, who have received thedodrine of falvation, and watt 
inthe wayes of tfuth and righteoufnefle, therefore the priviledges of the Seales 
‘belong unto them, To this-yonanfwer. 9 | NIST +f 


to'proveby theexample of e-fbraham'that a finner is juftified before'God, .not 
by works but by faith, Thusas Abraham the Father ofthe taithfull was juttified 
before'God , fo maft his'{eed be (thatis, all ‘beleevers-whet 
cireumeifed ‘or-ancircumeifed ) for therefore Abraham tec 


while he was uncircumcifed, that he might be the Father of both: but deft an 
one fhould think his circumcifion was needleffe if ke was juftified by faith before 


iniifing ¢circumeifion not firnply, or onely as a beleever: without Church relati- 
Charch, Though'the Apoftle maketh mentiotot the righteoufnefle of faith as 
fealed thereby, which was not that which ferved forhispurpofe, : 
Now that Circiimcifion'alfo fealed the Charch-Covenanc, may appear from 
Gén,47.9.10, 11. where you may find that Abraham and his feed, though be- 
leevei's, were not cifcamcifed till God ‘called them into Charch- Covenant; and 
there asthe Ginnie rezfor& ufe off Bantilme to us which ferveth to {eal our jultifi- 
~  Jeatioh as‘circimeifion did, yet'not thar alone, but alfo the whol c 

a oe covenant with a]l the priviledges ofit,as Adoption, San&ification, 


y Pct.3.2 6.) \eriahtlOF grace ‘which is common’to all beleevers | but Church« 
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The {cope of the Aipoftle in the ‘place, Rom. 4. 1. is not to define a Sacras - 
ment, nor tofhew what isthe proper and‘adequate {ubje&t ofthe Sacrament ;-but > 


her Jews or ‘Gentiles, - 
: eived circumcifion 
which'belonged to the Jewsto confirm the righteoufnefle which he had ‘before, 


eircumeifich ;he-addeth that his circumcifion wasofno ufeas a feale to confirme ~ 
to him his faith, andthe righteoufnefle'which is by faith : yet as Juftification is - 
not'the onély ‘thing hat Circumcifion fealed, but the whole Covenant alfo made - 
_ with Abrahams and his feed -was'fealed thereby ; fo Abrabamis to be confidered 


on ,‘but'asia confederate beleever ; and fo ‘in'the flate and order of a vilible - 


Tic.3.5. . and fellowfhip*with Chritin affeions, and the fal vation of our 
Mat. 20.23. ° foulssand the refurre&tion of cur bodies, And not onely, the Co- 


Covenant _ 


\ 
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The Reply tothe Anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions. 6 
1Cor.5.t9. Covenant alfo.which is peculiar to confederates, According to 
- thatofthe Apoftle, By ove Spirit we are baprized into‘one body, 1 Cor.12.13. And 
_ byone bodie he meaneth that particular Church of (oriathwhereunto he wri- 
tech and faith, Now ye are the body of Chrift, and members in particular, ver, 2-7. 
And ergo Church-memberfhip is required as well to the orderly partaking of 
Baptifme as i¢ was of Circumcifion, Nor do we find that circumcifion was ad- 
rniniftred to all that were in the Covenant of grace ( as al]: beleevers were ) but 
onely to fuch of them as were joyned to the people of the God of eAbraham, 
| Melehizédech was tinder the covenant of grace, fo was Lor, fo was Fob and: his 
 foure friends ; yet weno where read that they were circumcifed, nor do beleeve 
they were. So that if Circutmenfion was adminiftred to none but thofe that were 
_ foyned together in Abrahams familie, and to the C hurch of God in his feed, 
then may not baptifme in ordinarie courfe be adminiftredto any beleevers now, 
- winleffe they be joyned to the Church of Chrift, for parnm par eff rasio, But the 
|. firkistrue, Ergo, the fecond alfo, | 


| i ; Reply, | 

: "T He particulars in this Anfwer hath Beet examined alreadie, and might have 
well been paffed over, becaufe it is tedious to repeat the fame things againe 
‘@nidagaine. Two things are affirmed by you. oe 

1. That the {cope of theApoftle, Rom, 4, Tr, was not to define a Sacrament, 
- forte fhew what was the proper and adequate fubje& of a Sacrament, But this 
_ weakneth no part of the argument, for if che Apoftle do not fully define a Sacra~ 
ment,nor mentionevery particular benefit or prerogative fealed in the Sacra- 
_ ment; yet he fheweth fufliciently to whom the Sacraments in due order do ap- 
pertaine, even to the heires of falvation, to them that are juftified by faith, and 
walk in the fteps of our Father Abraham. And thus we argue froni the text of 
the Apoftle, They that are partakers of the good things fealed in the Sacrament, 
_ to them belong the Seales of the Covenant, according to Gods Inftitution. But 
_ they that are juftified by faich are partakers of the good things fealed in the 
Sacrament, to them belong the Seales of the Covenant according to Gods infti. 
tation. If Juftification benot the onely thing that Circumcifion fealed’, thisis 
fothing to the pointin hand, For the gifts of the holy Ghoft is not the onely 
thing that is fealed in Baptifmie : But youconfeffe in your Anfwer immediate- 
| ly going before, that they have right to baptif{mewho have received the holy 
| Ghoft; and the reafon is the fame of Juftification. Befides if fuftification be 
not the onely thing that is fealedin the Sacrament, it is one principal] thing 
which doth inferre the reft. For the bleflings of the covenant of grace in Chritt 
-are‘infeparable ; where one is named, others are implyed : and where one is gi« 
ven, no one's abfolutely wanting. (hrift 2 made of God wifedome, 
Fighteon{ne([e, fantification, and redemption : whonyGod doth jufti« 1 Cor, #30. | 
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The Reply to the Anfiwer of the third and fourth Pofitions, 
fie, chem he doth fanctifie, and them he will glorifie, yl 


2. The fecond thing you affirme is, that not onely the covenant of prac 
which is common to all beleevers; but Church-Covenant alfo which is peculiar 


to.confederates is neceflarie to the participation of the Seales. This fenfe your — 
- words muft beare,or elfe they reach not the point in hand: but thisis that which | 


fhould be proved fubftantially, and not barely affirmed ; and which (as we con- 
ceive) is contrary to the firft Inftitution of theSacrament, and the lawfull pra- 


Etife of Fobn the Baptift, our Saviour Chrift, his Apoftles, and all others who. | 
are recorded lawfully to adminifter the Seales, In Gen. 17. we find the firft In-. 


ftitution of circunicifion recorded, and that it was the feale of the Covenant to 
Abraham and his feed, to them that were borne in his houfe,or bought with his 
money : but we find nomention of any Church Covenant befides the covenant 
of promife which God made with Abraham. There is no mention of any 
Church-order into which Abrahams family was now gathered more then fore 
merly. God gave circumicifion to Abraham and his feed as a feale of the righte- 


oufneffe of faith; but that this family was firft gathered into Church-order as 


you {peak we cannot beleeve, becaufe the Scripture faith it not whether Lot, 
Fob, Melchixedech were circumcifed or not, we ‘will not difpute; but if they ree 


ceived not the feale, we cannot think the reafon to be becaufe they were not in 
Church-order as thofe times required, ifany fuch thing had been required, we 


cannot think that cither they.were ignorant of it, or that they walked againft 


their light: But accordiug to the difpenfing of thofe times we judgeas they were | 


vifible beleevers, fo they walked in that Church. fellowfhip which God prefcri- 
bed ; and therefore if circumcifion had been the feale of fuch Church.Covenant 
as you conceive, it fhould have been given to them no leffe then to efbrabams 
family. But of this fufficient is faid before. As for Baptifme it is the feal of the 
whole Covenant, which the paflages quoted proveit to be.. Whether it be the 
feale of our fellowfhip which Chriftin affliGion, and the refurre&tion of our bo- 
dies, we leave it to your confideration : but that it fhould be a Seal of, a Church= 


Covenant which is peculiar to confederates, that to us isvery ftrange. Thatitis — 


a folermne admiffion into the Church of Chriit, and that of neceflicie it muft be 
adminiftred in.a particular focietie (though in the paflage to the (orinthsans the 


- al | 


my fticall bodie of Chrift be underftood) will eafily be granted, But that it is the 


feale of any other covenant but the covenant of grace we cannot digeft. 
~ TheSacraments are of God, and we muft learne of God for what end and 
ufe they were ordained, But by the Inftitucion ot Baptifme recorded in Scrip- 


ture we bave learned it belongeth to the faithfull, codifciples, to them that are — 


calledof God: andasfor any other covenant n: ceffarie to the right participa- 


tion of the Seales,'there is deep filence of it in the Inftitution, in the lawfull and | 


"approved practife of the fir difpenfers of thefe facred myfteries, Enough hath 
been faid to this matter alreadie, but we will conclude it with the words of that 
"reverend 
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"his Difciplesto preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles, and to gather 
gil (uch as fhould beleeve through the world, asa teftimonie to 
them, that the righteoufneffe of faith did belong to them alfo,and not to the 
Church of the Jews:onely. Accordingly the Apoftles and fervants of Chrift 
were carefull co obferve this rule in their adminiftring baptifme. Thus Peter 
when he faw thofe three thoufand fouls pricked in their hearts, preached unto | 
_ them concerning repentance, remiffion of fin, Chrift, the promife; 
- baptéfme, faith, amendment of life, baptifed thofe that gladly re- 
| ceived his word, and teftified the fame by joyning together in the profeffion 

thereof, The famecourfe Philip took with the Church that was 


both men and women. When Ananias was commanded to go an 
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The Reply tothe Anfwer of the third and fourth Pofirions. thes 


- -geverend Author whom we have cited many times before upon o¢cafion.eAfter- 
wards (faith he) john the Baptift walked in the fame Ll baa by the fame rule ada 


miniftred baptifme tn the Church whereof be was amensber, required of y+ 1g a: | 


all that came to his baptifme a profeffion of repentance, Ana amendment mark 1, 4.5. 
of life for remiffion ¢ ‘finnes whereof baptifme Wasa feale, and preached ‘Vuk. 13.3.86. 
 Chriff to thems. Thisorder our Lord Jefus Chrift after his refurretion eftablifh. 


ed to continue in the Chriftian Churches, giving a commiflion to Matth. 28. 19, 
| 20, : 
Mi.16,85,16, 


A& 203 Je 47° 


athered in Samaria,where many were baptized,but nonetill they AG. 8.13.14 


| pore their beliefe of the Gofpel , and their receiving of the Word of God. 


nd therefore itis faidexprefly , When they beleeved Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdome of God, and the name of fefus Chrift, they were baptifed 
baptife Paw, he obje&ted apainf it at firft, till che Lord affared “* 9:* 1-17: 
him that he was oneto whom the Seale of the Covenant belonged , and then he 


 «wentand did tt. | 


When Peter and thofe that came with him faw that the holy Ghoft fell on - 
Cornelius, and thofe that were affembled at that time in his houfe, Are eetat 
whileft he {pake thefe words, To bins give all the Prophets Witneffe, 7 ie Dia 
that throug rhe Name of fe[us whofoever beleevethon him foall receive remiffion of 


_ finnes. “Peter demanded, 4» any man forbid Water that thefe fhould not be baptifed, 


which have receivedrhe holy Ghoft as Well as we ? In this catalogue we fee profef- 
fion of faith and repentance required in therm that were admitted to partake in 
the feals ; but there is not a word of Church-Covenants either in the Inftitution 
or adminiftration of the Seales before they were admitted to them. That Chri- 
Rians are folemnly ingrafted into the body of Chrift, and into particular Socic« 
ties by the Seales, is a truth acknowledged on all fides: but that ever it was dec- 
med neceffarie, that a Chriftian fhould be a fet member of a particular Congre- 
gationall Church before he were admitted to the Seales, or that by divine infti- 
tution any fuch thingis ordained as neceffarie thereunto,that upon the grounds 
before mentioned we denice, and cannot accountit leffe then an addition to the 
snffitution, For if the Sacraments be feales of the Covenant of grace» and; 
; L ~~ baptifme 
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adopted to be the children of God by grace,and heires apparent to the kin 


70 The: Anfvoer to the fifth Pofition, wah 

baptifme by divine Inftitution belong to Difciples, faithfull, Saints, who have 
gladly received the Word of grace; are fultified by faith, fan&ified by the Spirir, 
dom 

of heaven’; thento debarre fuch from the Seales , and their feed from Baptiftnes 


becaufe they be not in Church-Covenant( as you fpeake ) is an addition tothe | 


ordinance of grace; and many wayes injurions tothe people of God, , 


ey Ty 


| V3. Po: si Tt GO aN es ears : 
That the power of Excommunication is fo inthe body.of the Church, that 
» what the Major part fhall allow moaft be done, thovalbthe Paftors and Go- 
-wernors and the ref of the A(fembly be of another minde, and that per= 
adventure upon more [ubflantial reafons. eh Me bib edehSte oo 


etnfwer, | : ari 
VidPark.Poh ;E the Queftion had been, Whether the power of Excommunicati= 
| a on lies in the body of the Gongregation ; confifting of officers 
ess ne ‘3 @ ; 


and members; our Anfwer fhould’be Affirmative, and according 
hereunto is alfo our practife, and wee’ hope your judgement and ours are not 
different herein : But fecing the Queftion is, Whether it iso in the body of the Con- 
gre tation, that what the Major part doth allow that muff be done, thokch the Pa iffors 
and Governorssand the refi of the A (lembly,doe dsffent upon more ubftantiall reafons, 
Our Anfwer is N egative, vx, that the power of Excommunication is not fealed 
in the Congregation, neither ought it to be fo in any of the Char¢ches- of the 
Lord. Jefusy: who ought not to carry matters by number of votes again{t God, 
as this Pofition implyeth , but by ftrength of rule and teafon according to God, 
The power of the Apoftles was not to doe things ‘againft the truth but for the 
truth, 2 Cor,13.8. and not for deftracétion , but for edificatign, 2 Cor. 10.. 8, - 
And the fame may be faid concerning the power which God hath given to the 
Church, and if any Church among us have {werved from the rule(which is more 
then we know ) we doe not allow them in fuch’a prattife, but fhould be'ready as 
the Lord fhoukd helpe to convince them of their fintherein.’ 7" i098 7 


: Reply» | 
"T His Queftion is much miftaken, for the demand’ isnot whether’in the Con- 

gregation matters fhould be carryed by numbet of votes againtt Ged, as you. 
interpret the Pofition, but whether the power of Excommunication fo lyein the 
body of the Congregation as that fentence muft proceed in externo foro, accord- 
ipg ta the yote and determination of the AZajor part, and {6 whether power of 


admiffion. 


———— 


| . who are of farre different judgement. from Mr, Parker 


The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifth Pofition, oa 
admiffion of members doe fo refide in the comraunitie, as that they muft be refu- 
fed whom the Aajor part refule, though the Paftors and Governors and part of 
the Congregation be of another judgement, and he admitted whom the Major 
partdothapprove, And though the Church hath received no. power againit 
God, but for God, yet in theexecution of the power no donbt the members of 
that Church may be.of different judgements and affe@tions, wherein the one fide 


or other doth erre,and is deceived.. Now the Queftion hereupon moved is, “whe- 
ther the power of the keyes be fo givenand:committed to the fociety of the faith- 


full, as that in external] Court that a& or fentence muft ftand and bein forte 
which the greater part fhall determine amongft them which hold the power of 


the keyes to be given to the Church. Some? diftinguifh: 5. -ryeoh lip: ay 


Hetwixt the power itfelf w* they giveto the Church, Park. de Pol, dib. 2.0. te 
and.the execution) and exercife ofit, which they con- %.D. Apol..o7. Sedtvexany 
fine to the Presbytery >» Other's give the power ofthe 4.248239, 240. 
Keyes with the exercife thereof to the whole body of b Rod. againft.Ber, pa. 182. 
the Church, or if inthe difpenfation they attribute By two ‘or three are meant 
any thing to the Gfficers, it is but as fervants of the the meaneft communion or 


. : -- _. focietie of Saints , with or 
Church, from whom they derive their authoritie. By without Officers. Rob. againft 


: Church alfo fome underftand the communitie of the Ber. Certaine obfervations, 


faithfull, together with their officers and'guides. And p.4 Onely he that is of the 
here lyeth the ftone at which they cf the Seperation. Oh, vanes cbiech and fir» 
tumble, and which we.conceiveto be your judgement Chin ny di Bee fonts i 
and practife, wherein we required your plaine anfwer,’ ‘dome for the Cenfure can ii 
with your reafons; but have received no fatisfa&ion, monith his brother in order, 
Youreferreus to M*. Parkers reafons to prove the 3nd thole degrees which the 


| ,. word prefcribeth yfat.28.45, 
power of the keyes to belong to the whole Church, 17.14 pe. Joi The power as 


of fa J to. receive in;(o ¢6 cut off any 
in the point it felfe, And if your judgement and pra-. member is givento the whole 


Gtife be according to that of the Seperation (which we body together of every Chii- 
feare) youdifient from him, and we cannot but dif- “ian Congregation, ‘and ‘not 


as ght ona ee to any one member apart , 
fent from you upon thefé confiderations ‘or to more members’ feque- 


fired from the whole, ufing the meeteft number for pronouncing the Cenfures, Id.pa, 24 - £26, 


t» No power agrecth to the multitude or communitie of the faithfull;but that 


which is given them of the Lord by-his pofitive Law ; For the whole fpiritual] 


power for the gathering and government of his Church is given to Chrift as Me« 
diator. And if che power of the keyes be derived from, y,,1, ited 
4 oe ’ > Ifthe brethren have libertie 
and communicated by Chrift unto his Church 4 of N= in the ordinance of Prophe= 
ceflitic it muft draw itsoriginall from divine pofitive, fying, they have alfo libertie 
Law, and can agree to none but asic is communicated. 4n the other ordinance of Ex. 
Bug the communicated power of the keyes with the $°m™mUnication; for theyare | 
; Liz vee execution} 
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52 The Reply tothe Anfwer of the fifth Pofition, 
both of the fame nature 3. execution thereof, Chrift hath not 
Looke to whom Chrift gave. 
the one key of Knowledge, 
to them he gave the other key 
of Difcipline ,. Rob. againit: Ver ‘ 
Bern. pa,238,239.  _ritie of preaching the Gofpel, adminiftring the Sacra< 
ments, binding and loofing is given to the Church : and it is apparent that di- 
ftin& feverall perfons are {poken of, and not the whole communitie; Goe teach 


to the whole multitude, but to fome perfons and Offi- 
cers defigned and appointed thereunto. Perufe the {e« 


Joh.20.21,22. mitted, crc, Feedmy Lambes, feedmy fheepe, Ge. Were thelé things 
& 21.15,16. fpoken to the whole communitie, or to {peciall perfons > 
2, IfChrift gave this power to the communitie, was it from the beginning of 
the Church, or tooke it effe& after the Churches were planted and eftablithed by 
the Apoftles. Not the firft, for then the Apoftles themfelves fhould derive their 
Gak'r. 1. ‘power fromthe communitie and focietie of the faithfull ; ‘which 
Ioh 23. 32. they did not, but from Chrift immediately, both inrefpeCtof gifts 
W bit.depont.and graces, their calling it ielfe, and the defignation of their 
Jo 8.6. 2537 - perfons.. . 3 ‘ 
Icis faid thc power of the keyes given to the Apoftles was given to the Church, 
In tuita eju[dem tanquam fines & totius. And itis true the Apoft'es were given to 


/ 


Charch, as the firft receptacle of it, and from it derived to others, But this power 
‘mult be inthe communitie as the firft f{ubje&, from whom it commeth tothe Ofa 
ficers, Asthe power of {ecing is not onely given in twitu hominis , asthe end of it, 
and the totam to whomit agreeth, but is i bomine as the firft fubje& from which 


Cots 3622. & 4.1. ic commeth to the eyes. The Apoftles and other Go= 


1 Tim. 3. 1§. <Aurhoritas 
re corum pro dono quidem ec~ 
slefie,aChriffo data ef? , fed 
-non pro dono abfoluto, ut pe- 
nes totam Ecclefiam refideat 
cui datur,fed pro dono condi~ 
tionali, ut rectoribus ipfis 


forthe Church as for the whole: but the authoritie it 


in the Church as the immediate fubje&, nor derived 
from the Church, but from Chrift the King of the 


ficationem , Park. de Polit. 


4ib. 3. cap. 8s folute, that ie may refide in the power of the whole 


Charch, to whom it is given, but for a conditionall gift communicated to the 
Governors themfelves for the good of the whole, It isone thing then to aske for 
; Cor. 12, 7, What end or ufethe keyes are given,another to whom, To every one 
3 Cor. 3.12. 1s given the declaration of the Spirit for profit, #.¢, for the good of 
s-Tim.3. 15. the Church. But was this gift given to the communitie of the faith- 
Wh 1.Core4. 3. full firft and immediately > No ; By giftand poflcfiion i was given 
“ey. to fome. but forufeand profiticwaspublick,, AS 


given immediately _ 


7°e —=—" 


verall paflages of Scripture,wherein power andautho- | 


Mat.28.19 28. 4 Nations, and baptize them, &-cs Whofe finnes yee remit, they are ye. 


the Church, and the power they received was for the good of the whole ; but : 
this is not enough, That power may be {aid to be received immediately by the 


vernors were given of Chrift for the Churchas for | 
their end, and all their authoritie was given unto them | 


felfe wasimmediately derived from Chrift, and isnot 


communicetur ad totius edi- Chuorch. The authorjtie of Governors is given of — 
Chritt for a gift to the Church, but not for a gift abe 


| The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifth P ofition, Te, 4, 

Afterthe Churches-were eftablithed it tooke not effe& ; for then it muft be 
fhewed where Chrift committed the power of God, firft to the Apoftles , and af. 
ter to the communitie of the faichfull. But that is no where to be found in holy 
Cripmine The Minifters and guides of the Church wete immediate- AG. 20.28. 
ly of Jefus Chrift,from whom immediately they derive their pow- Eph. 4. 8:11. 
erand authoritie,by whom they are fet over their charge,in whofe : he ani : 
Name they mutt execute their office, whofe Stewards, Legates and ies 
Ambaffadors they are, and unto whom they mutt give an account, — | 
Yea, Paftorfhip is the gift of Chrift no leffe then Apoftlefhip, and that themore 
becaufe itis perpetuall in the Church ; every Paftor isnot immediately called, 
but the Office and order of Paftors,the calling,authorine and jurifdiCtion is im- 
‘mediately from Chrift, and not from the Church? gy iccgup aber jurifdittioné 


Tie Steward isappointed of the Mafter of the family. ab co 4 quopredeceffor, alio« Ai 


alone, and hath all his authoritie and jurifdiction 944 nox vere fuccedit. But 
from him: Every Ambaffador inthecaufe of his am- Paltors and Teachers are the 
7 ! ; : WLS 4 . Succeflors of the Apoitles, 
baffage doth immediately depend upon him from 7,77 4, ponies as: 
whom heisfent, But ifthe fan&ion, order and autho- 
titie of Paftors and Teachers, be immediately from Chrift, then itis not re- 


ceived from the Church as the immediate receptacle. Thus Proteftant Divines || 


difpute apainft Papifts. IfBifhops receive their power ry. yigtor rel, x. de pote/t 
and authority of exercifing immediately from Chrift, Ecclefe 9g. 2. Alpbonf. de 
by mandate, miffion, and commiffion from him, then Ca/fr li. 2. ¢.24, de infta, 
‘they derive it not from the Pope. And if Presbyters: #‘etJ7’ bit. de pout.9.8.c., 
receive their order jurifdi&tion and power of execution from Chrift by his 
mandate and Commiffion, then they receive it not fromthe Bifhop. And by the 
fame reafon, if the power of the keyes be the immediate gift of Chrift to his Mi- 
nifters, then they derive not their power and authoritie from the people. It is 
ufually obje&ed that the Church cannot convey what fhe never had, but the peo- 
plemay Ele& their Paftor. Whereunto the anfwer is direct and plaine, Nothing - 
can give that which it had not formally or virtually, unlefle it give it as an in- 
ftrument miniftring to one who hathic, but foit may give what it never had, . 
nor iscapableof. A Steward may give all the offices in his Mafters houfe, as mi- 


nifterially executing his Mafters pleafure, Eletors have not. evermore authori-- || 


tie over him whom they ele: but power and authoritie onely to apply that 
power to him whomithey choofe, The power and authoritie whereunto a Mini- 
fier is eleCted, is not in the people that elect him, but from Chrift the King.and 
head of his Church, who out of power doth conferre that office upon him. If we 
confider what men give, or give not univerfally, ic muft be deemed that. any men 
can make Minifters,becaufe they give not the office,gifts, or autho- chan. panffr. 
rttie, which are from Chritt alone. tom.2. lib,x 3, 

3; ItEcclefiafticall and {pirituall power be in the multitude and &19. fect.13, 

nan Bog, | 3s commis :) 


Ta The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifth Pofitions a 
community of the faithfull, the Church doth not onely call, but make Officers 
out of power and vertue received into her felfe, and then fhould the Church have 
a truclordlike power in regard of her Minifters. erg eye 
In the Church the Officers are the Minifters of the people, whofe fervice the people istonfe 
for adminiftration and executing their judgements, that is, pronouncing the judgement of the ° 


Church (and of God firft) againft che obftinate. Rob. againft Ber.p, 136. The Officersin ES 
Churchare both Chrifts and the peoples Servants and Minifters.Id.p. 16 ae ie “ 


For as he that will derive authority to the’ Church’ maketh himfelfe Lord of 
the Church : fo if the Church derive authoritie to the Minifters of Chrift, the 
maketh herfelf Lady and Miftris over them in the exercife of that authoritie over 
them, For all men know it isthe property of the Lord and Mafter to impart aus 
thoritie, Did the Church give power and authoritie to the Paftors and Teach- 
ers, fhe might make the Sacraments and preaching which one doth. in order no 
Sacraments, no preaching. For itis the order inftituted of God that gives be- |, 
ing and efficacie to thefe ordinances.’ And if the power of ruling, feeding, and 
difpenfing the holy things of God, do refide in the faithfull, the Word and Sa- 
craments in refpett of difpenfation and efficacie fhall depend upon theorder and 
inftitution of the Societic, ' If the power of thé keyes be derived from the com- 
munity of the faithfall, then are Officers ‘immediately and formally fervants to _ , 
the Church, and'muft do every thing in the name of the Church, Rule, feed, 
bind, loofe, remit and retaine finnes, preach and adminifter the Sacraments, then 
_ they muft performe their Office according to the dire&tion of the Church more 

Ames Belsinera, tom, Ot elle, feldome or frequent, remiffe or diligent. Forfrom | 
'2.13.¢.1.Miniffri Ec. Whom are they to receive direCtion how to carry them- 
tlefiaftici fint Ecclefie . felvées in their Office but from him or them trom whom 
tangquanm objetti cirea they receive their Office, whofe works they do, and from 
quod wverfantur wat" whom they expett their reward? If their power and.of- 
p o fon Ge Hy Ea re fice be of God immediately they mutt-do the duties of their 
( Domini &quopen- place according to his defignement, and to be accountable 
dent minifirt fed mullo unto God : But if their power and fun@ion be from the, 
mode epifcoporum. Church, the Church muft give account unto God, and the, 
Officers unto the Church whom fhe doth take to be her helpers, a 

[fit be faid that God will have the Church to chufe Officers to execute the | 
power committed unto her. The anf{wer is, citherGod will haye her ele& ofh- | 

cers of his defignement to do his work according to that power which he fhall 
givethem, and by hisdireCtion,and then they are Gods fervants, and not the 
Churches, and receive their charge and funtion immediately from God .and_ | 
not from the people: or he leaveth it to the arbitriment of the Church, to chufe. 


according to their pleafurefuch as muft receive charge and authoritie from ther, | 
And then they muft execute their office in her name fo as thall-feeme good unto, 
the Church, and*neither Jonger.nor otherwife, For if the Minifters of the - 
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: The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifth P ofition, 
Church be fubjet'to God and @hrift by the intervention of the people onely, 


| they have it from them, and not from God: but they preach or adminifter the 


Sacraments, rule, or feed, and if, they depend immediately upon the faithful, 
viz, two or three gathered together in covenant, they muft draw what in order 
they are to preachunto them in the name of the Lord; For gigi, légdtis inca: 
from him muft the Ambaffadour learne his arrand from 54 fegationis fua ime 
whom he receiveth his Commiffion. .Weforbeare to prefle mediate pendet ab eo 
the? confeffions and reafons of fuch as maintaine this.opi- 4449 mittitur,@> in- 


p x , Ss . rumento mandatow 
nion, that the officers of Chrift be both of and for the peo- eh in corrupto. eff 


_ ple, and thatin relation as the officers are called fervants, \ j,. Jes¢pili. 
_ the Church may be called Lord, Z ie 
_ of Elders to be fuperiour tothe order of Saints, fince it is not an order of mafterthip but of 
| fervice.. Rob, againtt Bern. pa.201. Tewere' aftrange thing that men could have no’ command 
| : Dd! A gg oe é, ; 

_ over their fervants, as I haye oft fhewed the Church-officersto beher fervants, Id, p.214. The 
_ order of fervantsis inferiour tothe order of them whofe fervants they are : but the order of 
| @hureh- officers is an order of fervants,and they by office to fervethe peopheId.p.21 5,227. 


a We denie theorder 


4, Moreover if thé power of the keyesbe given firftand immediately to the 


- community of the faithfull, what reafon can bealledged why in defe& of Off- 


cersthe Church might not rule, governe, feed, bind, loofe, preach and admini- 
fter the Sacraments, or ifany-failein any office, why the might not fupply that 
want by her power. For the power of the keyes doth containe, both authority 
and exercife, power being giventothisend, that it ‘might be exercifed as it is 
vouchfafed, Butthe Church when ‘fhe is deftitute of Officers, cannot exercife 


_thofé a&s of rule; nor by her power fupply the want of any Officer. Onely fhe 


hatha miniftery of calling one whom Chrift hath defcribed, that from Chrift he 


_may have power of office given him in the vacant place. For thefe réafons (not 


toinfifton any more) we judge the multitude or Community of the faithful! not 


to'bethe immediate receptacle of Ecclefiafticall authoritie, and fo the power of 


excommunication not to belong to then. If confent of the Churches of God 


be asked in this point (to omit others) the Churches of Scotland fpeake fully 
-andexprefly forus, in the fecond book ot Difci, cap, 1, The Church as itis taken 
for thems that exercife (pirituall funttions in the congregation of them that prefeffe the 
tenth; bath a certain power granted by God decording to which, it ufeth a preper furi(~ 


dition and government exercifed tothe cozsforr of the whole flocke, Power 1 an &¢-~ 


| clefiafticall authority granted by God the Father through the Mediator Fefus Chrife 
wate his Kirke, gathered, and-having its groundin the Word of God,.and to be put in 


execution by them unto whom the fpirituall government of the Church by lawfull cal- 
lings committed, The policie of the Kirke flowing from this power 18 an order or [Pix 
vitnall formé of government which is exercifed by the members appointed thereto by 
the Word of God, and therefore ts given immediately to the office-bearers.By whong: 
stwsexercifed to she weale of she whole body, 
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Uruniverfan feripturam evolvat D. Eraflus, nunquam tamen inventurum. verba’ Lj andi, 
¢7 Solvendi aliis quam publico miniSerto fungentibus,¢y quidem meraphoricé, divine videlicet 
c fpiritualis porefiatis refpectu, tribut. Sunt enim judisialia hac verba. ec. Berd de Presb. 


p 60. See Helvet. conf. ca,18. Sect, Nunc ergo» (pc. Belgic. confeff. art.3. Argentinenf.conf. 
art. 13. Bobem.confe/,.art. 14. | 


ee 


s VI. Postrion. | 
That none are to be admitted as members but they mujt promife not to depart 
or remove unleffe the Congregation will give leave. 


Anfwer, | 


\ 


Ur Anfwer hereto is briefly this, We judge it expedient and moft accord- 


ing to rule, that fuchbrethren as are incovenant with the Church, and 
ours as fellow-members, and have committed their foules to our charge as Mi- 
nifters, fhould not forfake our fellowthip,nor obruptly breake away from us 
when and whither they pleafe ; but firft approve themfelves therein to their bre- 
thrensconf{ciences, and take their counfell in fo weightie a matter. For which, 
we propound to cenfider thefe two reafons following. The former is drawne 
from the nature of the Church-Covenant, which confifts in thefe foure parti- 
culars. : Pogh 
1, Every member at his admiffion doth openly profeffe, and folemnly pro< 
mife, that by Chrifts helpe affifting, he will not onely in generall give up hiny- 
felfe (as to the Lord to be guided by him, fo) to the Church according to God 
to be dire&ted by it, which is no more then the members of the ChurchofcM%,- 
cedonia, didina parallel cafe,2 Cor. 8,5. but alfo in particular, that he will 
-performe all duties of brotherly love and faichfulneffe to all the members of the 
body, as of diligent watchfulneffe over all hie brethren, thereby to prevent fin,, 
fo of faithfull admonition after their falls to regaine them to the Lord, from 
their finne, the former being injoyned, Hebr, 3.13, And the want thereof deep- 
ly condemned in Cain, that would notacknowledge that auey of being his bro- 
thers keeper, Gen..4. 9. the latter given in charge to the Church-members of: 
Ifrael by the hand of CMofes, Levit, 19,17. and fo by Chrift himfelf, Marth, 
18.15, And by Paxil alfoto the Galat.c.6.1,2.. shies 
Secondly, the ingagements are not made onely by the members admitted in-- 
cothe Church, but by the Church back again tothe member, So that thereby 
the whole Church in generall, and every member thereof in particular, ftand as_, 
well in con{cience bound to performe all duties of love and watchfulneffe to 
him, as he doth to them ; And this we do according tothe golden rule of love 
and equitie injoyned by our Saviour, AZatth, 7,12, fearing that contrary prae | 
Eile of Scribes and Pharifees fo much condemned by Chritt, of laying greater 
urthens 
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. The Anfwer of the fixto Pofition, 69 
burthens upon others, then we our felves are willing to undergo. Afatth, 93.4. 


. Thefe promifes thus lawfully and mutually made,that member,as al(o the 


- whole Church, are bound not onely every one for himfelfe, atively to per- 


forme them, but paffively alfo to fuffer his brethren to do thofe offices upon and 


towards himfel!: [f he negle& the former,he fhall falfifie his covenant fo folemn- 


ly before God, Angels, and men made, and fo not onely breake promife to 


His brother, contrary to P/a/. 15. 4. butalfoin fome fort commit the finne of 
- Ananiasand Saphira in lying againft the holy Ghuft, condemned and punifhed 
| feverely by Gods own hand, Adz, 5.3. 5.10. If he faile in thelatter,he fhall not 
-vonely-be guiltie of the fame finne of breach of Covenant with Ged and man as 
an the former ; but fhall alfo be guilty of this folly of defpifing counfell fo much 
condemned, Prov. 12.15.and 1. 7.and fhall alfo.proclaime this his folly and 
pride by fhewing to ail the Church that he is wife in his own eyes, and leanes to 
_ his own wifedome both reproved, Prov. 3, 7. and 23. 4, Seeing need of ngJar- 
ther lightto be held forth by his brethren, then what he apprehends himtelfe, 
which is one of the greatelt properties of folly. ) 


4. From all thefe things premifed, it appears that we can do no lefle (and yet 


[ @ Z Leth i ui 
"Wwe do no more) then requixe a member before he depart according to our co- 


yenant thus lawfully, deliberately, and mutually made, to exprefleto his bre- 
thremhis defire of departing, and the placeand focietie to which he tends, whe- 


’ ther to a godly Church where he may be edified; or to fome corrupt Affembly 


where he may bedeftroyed. And 2. his grounds and reafons which move him fo 
to do, which if they hold good being {canned by the Words lie may be not one- 


_ Jy confirmed in his way by the confent and advife of many, but counfelled alfo 


- flow to managehis departure for his beft comfort. And fo after all, folemnly 


with the whole-Churches prayers, and bleffings in the name of Chrift difmifled: 
But if his grounds either be none at all, or weake'and finfull,and that his defire of 
departing {favours of felf-will, inordinate love of gaine, rafhprecipitancie, or a 
fpirit of {chifme, more ftrongly then of found reafon, then whatcan we do leffe 
without breach of Covenant, then in love and tenderneffe fhew him his weak- 
nefle, diffwade him from his purpofe, and refufe to confent. Yet if after all this 
we fee his {pirit ftedfaftly and ftiffely bent for adeparture, then though we dare 


: not actagaintt our light by confenting or counfelling, yet if his inne be not ap- 


parent, and danger eminent, we ufe rather (through indulgence in cafes of like 
nature) to fufpend our vote againft him, as not willing againft his will to detain 


: him, abhorring to make our Churches places of reftraint and imprifonment. 
- Bucifany fhould obje& that this argument holds firme where this Church-Co- 


_yenant is allowed to be lawfull, but with fome it is queftioned, and with them it 
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avails not, e4#/. Some indeed have queftioned the neceflitie of our Church- 
Covenant, but none (we hope) of thefe our reverend brethren that we write un- 


todo gueition the lawfulneffe of {uch aCovenant being nothing elfe for the 
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78 The Reply to the Anfwer of the fixth Poftion, 


matter of it,but a promife of doing fuch Chriftian duties as the Gofpel of Chrift | 


requires of all Saints in Church-ettate ; for we doe not herejn promife to per- 


orme any new dutie to our brethren which was not before commanded us of | 


the Lord, but onely revive and renew our purpofes afreth of performing fuch 


duties unto that particular body into which we are then incorporated as were 


before injoyned in the Word, as to love each other, and to watch over each as 
ther out of love for their good, to be ready to give counfell to,and to take coun~ 
Heb, 13.1, {ell from each other,to prevent finnein them, orto gaine them from. 


Pro.t2.19. finne, All which are plentifully and frequently held forth in the | 


: 1 7 73- Scriptures ; for the defe& of which care and watchfulneffe , all the 
Benes, + a: body hall be wrapt in the fame guilt & punifhment with the.mem- 
Mat. x& ‘ty, ber that commitg the finne, asthe whole Church of J/rael was in 


Gal.6, 1. Achansfinneand punifhment, 


_ Secondly, Its a thing very reafonable,and a knowne fundamental! rule in all: } 


focieties, that he that is incorporate thereto, and fo participates of the priviled- 
ges thereof, fhould ingage himfelfe to conforme to all fuch lawfull ritesand or- 
ders asare expedient for the well: being of that focietie, the contrary whereto. 


will bea ehing injurious in him to offer, and confufion to them {elves to accept. 


The fecond ground is drawne from the neceffitie that may fall u pon the body: 
ifevery particular member fhould depart at his owne pleafure, For asevery {o- 
¢ictie, fo much more a Church of Saints, both from principles of nature and 
Chriftianitie alfo, not onely lawfully may,butin dutieare bound to endeavour 
the prefervation of it felfe, and Ergo timely to forefee and wifely to prevent all 
{uch things as would bring deftruétion to it felie, Now if any member might, 
when, whither, and wherefore he pleafe without confent of the Church depart 
away fromit, this may by unavoydable confequence diffipate the whole ; for if 


oa¢ man may fo depart, why may not another alto, though never fo ufefull in. 
that body, and whofe abfence-might much thake the well-being ofit : and ifone- 
why mot two, fix, ten, twentie as well? For where will yecftop feeing any may 
pleadthe fame libertic, and if members may fo doe why not the Paftor and. * 


Feacher alfo?Seeing they are tyed to him by the fame relation that he isto them, 


and fo the principalls falling, the whole building muft downe: and if this may > 


be fo in one Church, why not in all, and fo Chiiit fhould have no fetled Church. 
On earth, 
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ig The Reply to the Anfwer of the fixth Pofition, “99 
all members to be admitted, we cannot difcerne upon what grounds your pra= 
Gifeis warranted, Firft, you exclude all {uch as be not fet members'from the Sq- 
crament of the Supper; and their children from Baptifme,; and-yet hinder them 
from entrance into Church focietie, becaufe they cannot promife continuance 
in the place where they are refident for the prefent, Here we defire to be fatif 
fied from the word of God by what you require it, Did the Apoitles ever ftipi 
late with fuch as defired to be baptized, that they mutt abide in particular focie- 
tie, and not remove thence without approbation from the Church? or did they 


> deny the feales unto them » becaufe they could not make any fuch promife? 


Was it ever heard of in the Church of God from the beginning thereof unto this 
day, that any fuich ching was propounded unto, or required of, members to be 
admitted into Church-tellowfhip ? That Church Covenant-which is neceflary 
was not in ule inthe Apoftles times, but the Covenant they entred into bound 
no man tothiscondition for ought we reade. They did not prefcribe it, no 
Church ever yet covenanted it as neccffary to the preiervation of the body, 
Secondly , It pertainesnot to the whole Congregation to take notice of , be 
acquainted with, or judge of the caufe of every particular members removal, 
May nota fervant remove from his Mafter to another Gongregation > or the fa- 
ther beftow his fonne or daughter in marriage to one ot another Congregation, " 


but the whole Church muit be called to coun‘ell inthis matter > Ifthe Aflembly 
"ence grow to be populous , of neceflicie they mult be negligent in , or weary of 


fuchan heavy taske; and for the prefent,tor every one to challenge fo much au- 
thoritie over other is ufurpation. Let ic be fhewed that ever by divine right this 


- power was committed to the Church, and then we will confeffé it to be expedi- 
_entand neceffary. Buttill then we thinke the Church is over ridged in exa@ting 


fuch a-condition of the members, and the members themf{elves goe beyond their 


- meafure as bufi-bodiesin other mens matters, and things whereof they are noe 
_ well able'to judge many times, if they arrogate fuch power unto themfelves wee 
- allow'not rafhneffe, or precipitancy, pride or felf-conceitednefle , we knowitis' 


meete that weightiematters fhould be mannaged by Councell , but it is not nes 
ceflary to bring every particular thing to the whole Church. In the muliitude 
of Conncellors there 1 peace, but over many Councellors oft caufeth diftraGion,’ 
and different apprehenfions breed delayes, The nature of your Church-Cove- 


- nant, as you defcribe it, inferreth nota neceflitie of bringing every fuch bufineffe 


unto the Church; for you binde your felves mutually to watch over one ano- 


| ther, and in love to admonifh one another inthe Lord, to prevent finne and to 
encourage in well-doing, as it concerneth every man within the limits of his 


placeand calling. Butthis effentially'tyeth not any man to a perpetual! refi- 
dencein one place; for then even occafionall abfence fhould be a breach of Cove . 
nant, unleffe it be by confent and approbation of the Church. 

You fay: in your Covenant you promife to performe no new dutie to your 
M 2 brethren 
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a5 The Reply to the Anfwer of the fixth Pofition, ce 
brethren which was not before commanded of the Lord sbut onely reviveand re-_ 
new your purpofes afrefh of performing fuch duties to that particular body in- 
to which you are then to be incorporated, as were before injoy ned inthe Word, 
But in the word of truth, itis not commanded either exprefly or by confequent, 
that no member of a Congregation fhould remove , or occafionally be abfent 
from the place of his habitation, before he have acquainted the Church whither 
he goeth,; and upon what occafions, and whether the place be dangerous, where 
he is likely to be infected; or fafe, where he may be edified, Thefe things are 
matters of weight and to be undertaken with advice, but the Knowledge thereof 
belongeth not to every particular member of the focietie. And the Church thal] 
burden her felfe above meafure if fhe take upon her to intermeddlein all fuch oc- 
cafions. Neither is it fafeto commit the determination of {uch matters ever to 
the vote of the multitude, or weight of reafons, as they thall apprehend the mat- 
ter. And iffuch bufineffe muft be determined on the Lordsday, and to goe be~ | 
fore the adminiftration of the Word, Sacraments, and almes, leaft || 
Rob. ag. Ber”. the holy things be polluted by notorious obitinate offenders » Wee 
P23 a feare the time appointed for the exercife of Religion fhall be pro- 
phaned with unfeafonable difputes. Inftances might be alledged, ifit-were a | 
matter to be infifted upon, | 
As for the Covenant it felfewhich you mutually enter into, if therein youex- 
- a& nothing but-what God requires both for tryall and ftipu'ation, farbeit that | 
we fhould difallow it, but if yee conftraine men to meddle with things thatbe- 
long nof to them, and winde them up higher then God would, and ftraine every 
thing to the pitch that you feeme here to doe in this branch a godly and fober 
| minde may well paufe-before he make fuch promife, All members of the Church 
i! are not equally neceflary to the prefervatid of the whole body ;&ifto the remo-= 
| vall of fome,it were expedient to have the cofent,not only of the whole fociety,: 
| but of neighbouring focieties, Minifters efpecially , it is very much to draw this 
anit to the removal! or abode of every particular member, And if any man fhall not 
{ intermeddle with every bufinefle of this kinde , as queftioning whether it doth 
un belong to him or no, ornot aske the advice of the whole focietie, as knowing’ 
i the moft to be unfit to counfell in fuch a cafe, doth he break his Covenant there- 
in, and fo commit finne ina fort like the finne of Avanias and Saphira ? Judge 
your felves if in other cafes you would not cenfure this to bean high incroach-‘_ 
mentupon Chriftian libertie, and a ftri& binding of mens confCiences by hu-', 
mane conftitutions. May you not expec to heare from your own grounds that _ 
herein you have devifed an expedient, or neceffary rite or cuftome to preferve | 
i] _ the unitie, and prevent the diffolution of the body , which never came into the _ ‘ 
vil' | minde of the Lord Jefus, theSaviour of the Church, and thatin fo doing (if 
(|: your expofition will hold good ) you breake the fecond Commandement, * 
Kites and cuftomes expedient to prevent confufion for the time, let them be ob- 


ferved 


{| 
| 


he put forth unto them to difcover the worke of grace in their 
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ferved’as cuttomes expedient, and what God requires in the examination or ad- 
miffion of members, let that take place according to the prefidents given in the 
Scriptures,and the conftant pradtife of the univerfall Churchin the pureft times, 
But to preffe cuftomes onely expedient for the time, as ftanding rules neceffary 
at all times, and for all perfons, to put that authoritie into the hands of men 


which God never put upon them,to oblige men to intermeddle further inthe af- 
faires of men, thenthe Word doth warrant, to binde the confcience’; and that » 
under fo heavy a penalty asthe finne of Avanias and Saprira, where God hath 


not bound it, and to debarre known and approved Chriftians from the Seales of 
the Covenant, becaufe they cannot promife as fetled members to abide and ftay 


in the focietie, unleffethey fhall obtaine leave of the Congregation to depart, 


and to charge them in the meane feafonto be men, who againtt light refufe fub- 


jeQion to the Gofpel ; this is that which we cannot approve; which yet wee fuf- 


pet will follow from your judgement, and defire to be refolved of in your pra- 
&ife. And here we intreat leave to put you in minde of that which you have 
confidered already, /chi/. That the Church and every member thereof hath en- 
tred into Covenant, either exprefly or implicitely to take God for their God, 
and to keepe the words of the Covenantand doe them, to feeke the Exod. a4, 37. 
Lord with all their hearts, and to walke before him in truth and Deut.2. 14. 
uprightneffe : but we never finde that they were called to give ac- & 4. 3. 4 
count of the worke of grace wrought in their foules, or that the & 9. 7. 
whole Congregation were appointed to beJudge thereof.You fland Ezck.16, 6. 8» 
all of you this day (faith Afofes) before the Lord your God, ec. thar Nu.23.48.50. 
thon frouldft enter into (Covenant with the Lord thy God, All the peo. ~°""* *9: F° 
ple that were bornein the Wilderneffe 7ojbaa circumcifed, but it is pet 
incredible to thinke that among that great muleitude,there was not one who did 
not give good teftimony of the worke of grace in his foule: We reade often times 


~ that I/rael after fome grievous fall and revolt, renewed their Cove- yon 24.3,14 


nant; to walke with God, to ferve him onely, and to obey his 23,24, 25. 


voyce, asin the dayes of Fofoua,the Judges, David, Samuel: Alfo Indg.28.1¥.) 


Foalo, fofiah, and Nehemiah, &c. But no particular enquiry was . 3.9.15.) 
made, what worke of grace God had wrought in the hearts a Be ats: 

f fingul fon. But the confeffion and profeffi oui | RO OA 
of every fingular perfon, But the confeffion and profeflion of obe- 3 Chr.rs.12 


dience was taken. When ohn Baprift- began to-preach the Gofpel;-2 Kin:t1.17, ° 


and gather a new people tor Chrilt, headmitted none. to Baptifme & 23. 3- 
but upon confeffion of their finnes ; but we reade of no queftion chat 2 Chr. 34.3 4. 


foules, or repelled: any that voluntarily {ubmitted themfelves upon that pre- 
tence. It appeareth many wayes that when the Apoftles planted 44.2. 38, 
Churches, they made a Covenant between God and the people & 8.37.& 19: 
whom they received, But they received men upon the profeflion of 17+4 8519. 
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faith, and promife of amendment of life, without ftri& inquirie what! found 
work of grace was wrought inthe foul, In after ages, ftrangers from the cove- 
nant Were firit inftruéted in the faith, and then baptifed upon the profeflion of 
faith, and promifeto walk according to the coyenant of grace, Now the pre~ 
os feflion at firit required of all that were received to baptifme was that 
ae’: 37 shey beleeved in the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft. This was the 
_confeffion of the Eunuch when he was baptifed, I beleeve that Pt/us Chrift 1 the 
Sonne of God, The Creed is honoured of theancients with giorious titles , asthe 
rule of faith, the fumme of faith, the body of faith, the perfwafions of faith: 
but by the Creed they underftand that rule of faith, and law of faith, and infti- 
tution of Chrift which was then given when he was about to afcend into heaven, 
and commanded his difciples, faying, Go teach all Nations, &c, It istrue, thatin 
after timesas occafion required fome other Articles were added as explanations 
of the former, to meet with the herefies of the times which began to trouble the 
Church, But for fubftance of matter in things'to be beleeved, the Church never _ 
required other acknowledgement of them that were to be received into the con- 
‘gregation of Chrifts flock, and admitted into hercommunion. And for things 
to be done; or the practicall part, fhe requireth of them that were’ to be received 
to baptifme an abrenuntiation of the devill, the» world, and the’ fle(h, with all 
their finfull works.and lufts. ee | 
The firtt principles then of the do&rine of Chrift being received,and the fore= 
faid profeflion being made, the Apoftles, and the Church following the example 
of the Apoftles, never denied bapti{me unto {uch as fought or defired it,. If this 
be the Covenant that members admitted into Church-fellowthip do enter into, 
‘and this be all:you require of chem whom you receive, you havethe praGtife of 
the Apoftles, and the whole Church in after ages for your prefident, But if you 
proceed further then thus, and put mento. declare what worke of grace God _ | 
hath wroughtin their foul, in this or that way, which perhaps is not determi= 
ned by the word of grace, at leaft notagreed upon among your felves,webefeech 
y.ou confider by what authority you doit, and:upon what grounds you ftands 
Bug we will enter no further upon this matter, becaufe it comes not within the 
compaffe of thefe Pofitions, and to attribute fo much to private ‘letters, as to 
make them the ground of another difpute we may not, . | 


he VII..-Postirion, | | 
Thata Miviffer is (oa. Minifter of particular Congregation, that if they 
d:flike bimanju/tly, or leave him, he ceafeth to be a Minifter. 
ail | Anfwer, ee | 
Bath | Ur Anfwer to this confits in two branches, 1, In cafea Minifterbefetaz | 
wih O tide by the Church meerly through his own default, 2. By the ee 
efaule | 


——————— 
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default without any defert of his. In the former cafe it is evident he ceafeth to 
bea Minifter to them any longer, asappearsin foure conclufions, 
| a. Itisclearefromthe Word, that a Paftor or Teacher in thefe dayes hath no 
|. Apoftolicall power over all Churches, but onely limited to that one Church © 
where God hath fet him, Pau/ gives not the Elders at Ephe/ws a generall Com- 
miffion to go teach all Churches, but to go feed that one flock over which the 
holy Ghoft hath made them over-feers.. e4E. 20.28.So Peter gives direQion to 
Elders to feed that flock of God onely which was among them, and take the 
over-fight thereof. x Pet, 5.2. , 

2. Itisas cleare that all this power of feeding which the Minifter hath in that 
Church is.nextly derived to him from Chrift by the Church, who hath folemn- 
ly called him to the work, and promifed to obey him therein: for if he have it 
elfewhere,.it muft be either from Chrift immediately, or from fome other men 
_ deputed by Chrift to conferre it on him, or he mutt take it up of himfelfe, Not 
|. the firft, for that was proper tothe Apoftles or Apoftolicall men, therefore Pazl 
proving his Apoftlefhip, faith he was called not of men, nor by men, bur by Fefus 
Chrift bimfelf. Gal,1, 1, Notthe fecond, for we never read in Gods Word that 
any ordinary Officers, or other befides the Church, that had any Commiffion 
given them from Chrift to call Miniftersunto Churches, Not thethird, for no 
-man taketh this honour, v#. of a Prieft under the Law, or of a Minifter under 
che Gofpel, but he that is called of God, Hebr, 5, 4. Therefore it muft needs be 
from Chrift by the Church, 

3, Asthe Church inthename of Chrift gave this power toa Minifter to be 
what he is, and do what hedoth amongft them: when {ach a Minifter hall make 
and manifelt himfelf apparently, unworthy, and unfit to difcharge the place; 
which they thus called him unto, fo that they may difcerne that Chrift the head 
_ of the Church hath refufed him, from being a Minifter unto him, they may then 
- upon as good grounds depofe him from it, as they called him to it. 

4. Whena Church hath thus in Chrifts name put forth this power of fhut- 
ting, as before it did of opening to a Minifter, then he mutt ceafe to bea Minifter 
unto themany more, for we know no fuch indelible chara&ter imprinted upon: 


2. In cafe the Church fhall without caufe, or fufficient weightie caufe, rathly 
or wiltully.fet him afide whom Chrift hath fet over them, and whom they fo 


| But even other Churches alfo may admonifhthem. And if they prove obftinate ons \ 
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Minifter himfelf thus depofed, feeing it is done not by Chrift, but by the Church: 


them deprived of the execution of his miniftery among them, yet untill he ac- 


whofe account (notwithftanding fuchdepofition) he hath true right of admini- 
{tration among that people. c | 


| Reply. iat 

He queftionis of Minifters unjuftly forfaken, or driven fromthe Church or 
congregation: and your anfwer is for the moft part of Minilters fet afide or 
deprived through their own default. We never purpofed to {peak one word for 
any unworthy Minifter whom Chrift hath put out of office, and therefore your 
labour to prove that fuch jufily rejected by the Church are no longer Minifters 
might well have been faved.But fitting them afide, we will in few words examine 
your conclufions upon which you bind the certainty of that fentence you paffe 

again{t them. ‘ | idchase 
_...Firft, itis certain and-clear from the Word, that a Paftor or Teacher neither 
in thefe dayes hath, nor in any other age of the Church, ought to have Apofto- 
licall, power over all Churches, The Apoftles had onely power to ferve the 
Church with the perfonall fervice of their Apoftlefhip. But paftorall power 
of ordinarie Minifters or Teachers they never had : andifthe Apoftles had not 
the power of ordinarie Minifters, much lefle can Paftors receive the power of 
Apoftles, for Chrilt gave both the one and the other order, But as the Apoftles 
were not Paftors of that Church. to which they preached, and among whom 


preach the Word, or difpence the Sacraments to another flock or people befide 


{ooken before; and of the texts of Scripture here alledged, therefore we will not 


the text exprefly,nor in the fenfe for which it is here alledged,viz. asif he might 
not perform any minifterial] a& in another Congregation upon any occafion 
whatfoever. | 


to one focictie onely, nor nextly derived to him from Chrift by the Church, 
‘The office and authoritie of a Paftor is immediately from Chrift. The deputas 
tion of the perfon which Chritt in defigned is from the Church minifterially, 


_ ¢le@ion of Paftors and Teachers we ayrants the dire€tion of the Elders going b 
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therein, withdraw the right hand of fellowfhip from them ; and concerning the 


cepts of a call to another people, he doth yet ftill remain a Minifter of Chrift, in. ) 


Secondly, the power of feeding which the Minifter hath is neither confined * 


—_— 


‘without Chrift yea againft che mind of Chrift, we conceive though he be by - 4 


chey continued for fome {pace ;nomore do Paftors become Apottles if they. ‘ 
their own, whereof they have the fpeciall overfight. « But of this matter we have — | 
repeat what hath been faid alreadie: onely it feemeth fomewhat ftrange, that you | 


fhould cite thofe texts of Scripture, as if the Apoftle had faid, feed one flock, or — | 
feed that flock of God onely. For we find the word (one) or ( onely ) neitherin — 


but neither virtually nor formally \The confent of the people is requifitein the 


” 


* 
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fore or along with them’; but'the authoritie, office, and gift of a rennet ed 
Paftor is not from the'people or Elders, but: from Chrift alone,’ sal a ra ** 
When an Apoftle was to be chofen-in the place of Fudas, 7a. 1” Pa ION 
22,23. no one had the handling of that bufinefle, but “Peter declared'unto the 
brethren prefent, what an one ought to be taken, and they prefent two, where- 
of one was eleted by lot. In this example’ {omethings are extraordinarie; for 
one onely was to be chofen, and that immediately by God hinntelfe and fome- 
things ordinari¢ for our imitation, Forif ‘Peter would'do' nething Without 
confent of the difciples, thenmay not ordinarie eleCtions be pa fed without con- 
- fentand approbation of the Church, but it is not a popular eleG&tion,not govern- 
-ed by the tore-direGtion of Elders, which is concluded from this paflage of Scri- 
- pture: but a'Charch eleGtion by the free confent,and judgement of the faithful 
with the fote:leading of the Presbyterie. When Deacons wete to be chofeu, ag, 
6. 1, 6, inthe Church of Jerufalem, it was done by the confent of the Church. 
- ‘Phe mutinie of the Hellenifts againtt the Hebrews occafioned that election 5 but 
was no caufe why it was made by free'confent. The Apoftles thew what perfons 
| muftbechofen, and whoever thought the Church was Jefe at Tibertie to chule as 
fhe pleafe without direGtion, But in this election the peopledid firtt chufe, the 
- Apoftles onely dire&ting whom the people ought to make choice of : when moft 
' commonly the Apofiles inftru&ted the people, and went before them in the ele- 
@ion, and they confented. e4é. 14, 23, The Apoftles by confent chofe Elders, 
and fo inevery'matter of great importance belonging diretly to,the whole 
~ podieof the Church; whether feverally in one congregation, or joyntly in ma~ 
ny, theconfent of the faithfull by obfervation of the Apoftles was required, Af, 
a1j2a.and15.22.and16, 4.1 (or, 8,19. But inthe primitive times after the 
 Apoftles, one Church might ele&t and chufe a Pattor for another, As. Igvatizs 
_ exhortsthe Phyladelphians, that they would ele& a Paftor for the Church of 
Antioch: And'fo when the Eat Church was infe€ted with’ Arrianifme, 8.2//, 
- epifhi692 70.74. thought iva fit meanes toremove the herefie, if the Bifhops of 
- -Tealie being fent thither did condemne the herefie,and he impioreth 
- the aid of the Bifhops' of Italy, France, and all the Batt, Cyprian | 
- faith, all Bithops (war mutue concordia glutine copulati : that if any hold herefie Hf 
thereft fhould help, It would be too long to reckon up examples. which in this. | 
cafe might be produced, If here it be queftioned-whether your ele&ion of the 
| people be effentiall to the calling ofa Minifter: Weanfwer, a, A thing its eflen- 
- tialltwo wayes. Firit,asabfolutely neceffatie, fo that thething can have no ex- \ 
| Gflence without ir. Secondly, as neceflarie to the integritie of the thing, fo that | , 
| 
| 


i 
l 


Ep.13. li. 3. 


— ¥tismaimed withoutit. 
1. Againe, either the people be few in number, and fimple apt to be led afide, 
- unable to judge of the fufficiencie of their Minilter, or they be more in number, 
increafed in wifdome, found in taith,and able to difcern betwixt things that 
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differ. In the firlt fenfe the ele€tion of the people is. not. necsflary, or effentiall ; 
Butin the fecond we cannot fay he is no Minifter that is not chofen by the peo- 
ple, but his calling in that refpe@ ismaimed. If the people be few and fimple, 

it apt to be deceived, they ftand in more need of guidance and dire€tion, both 
i) | from their own Elders, and other Churches. If the people be many in number, 

} 


full of wifdome and underftanding, their libertie to choofe is the Preater; andit 
is the greater wrong to be deprived of it. The pra@ife of the: Apofiles and the 
primitive Churches for many ages will confirme this ; for fometimes men were 
propounded to the Church to be chofen : Sometimes the choice was wholly left 
to them: and was not that for our dire&tion, that more libertie. is given where 
the danger is leffe,and more reftraint and caution ufed where the danger is more 
apparent, chat if they be left to themfelves, either an ill or unfic choice will be 
made? In reafon this is evident, forthe childs confent is required in marriage; 
but the moreable he is to choofe for himfelfe, the more libertie may parents 
grant, the leffeable, the more watchfull mutt they be ; and fo in this bufinefie. 
Brotherly foctetie requires that we mutually exhort, admonith, reprove and 
comfort each other as occafion requires, and ‘as need requires. It is adutie of 
Neighbour-Charches to lend their helpe to their brethren in the choice and 
Rom rs. 14. election of their Minilter. When the Scripture willeth that-one 
Heb. 3. 13. {houldadmonith another, it isnot onely a command to every fin- 
gular man towards his fellow, but alfo to any whole company too : another 
Bel. de (ler. focletie Bellarmine asketh, quojure mnus populus Epifcopums alterius 
lia. 7, popalielegere porcft ? Funius antwereth; (erte charitatis jure tom. — 
Fun animad munione fantiorum. And Paul when he teacheth that all the-faith- : 


( gti full are members of one myfticall body of Chrift, who ought to . 
€ 7.Not. 13. 


Rom, 12, 1:2. 


havea mutuall care one of another, laid the foundation of this _ 
olicie. | 
Icisa blemifhin the calling of a Miniter, if either the people be. not fit to 
choofe; or being fitthey be fhut forth fromthe choice, but this maimedoth not 
make a nullitie in his calling ; for in everytrue Ghurch where the word is prea- 
ched and received, and the Sacraments for fubftance rightly adminiftred, there _ 
is a true and lawfull Miniftery, and a true and Jawfull calling of that Miniftery, 
though in fome things detective. Inthe Church of God ‘all found and faving 
truth isto be found, for itis the pillar and ground of truth, and where the true 
profeffion of all faving truth, with the right ufe of the Sacraments for fubftance 
isto be found, there ts the Church, which ordinarily cannot be had, maintai- 
ned and continued without a /awfull Miniftery, nor that without a callings The 
faving truth of God & a lawfull Miniftery, are both effentiall to a true Church 
Something of this remaines inevery compleat focietie that hath any thing of — | 
the Church ; and for eflence and fubftance they are true in every true, lawful, 
compleat focietie, The profeflion of the truth may be trueand found ma ne= 
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ceflary and fundamentall points, though mixed. with diverfe errors, and the 
Mioiftery-for.truth'and fabftance lawful], though many wayes deficient. In the 
true Church there js’a true Miniftery, but che trae Church hath continued there 
by the blefling of God, where the eleftion of Minilters hath been given away by 
_ the people, or taken from them. In the primitive Church, when the people had 
a voyce in the choice of their Paftor, oftentimes there were factions in the 
Church, the people ttood againft their guides and challenged the whole power 
of election to themfelves, Sometimes they were divided pp.94 bift.l.4.c. 6. Aug E- 
among themfelves. Sometimes they gave away their pif.rro.g@235.So.rat.biff, 
power, at leaftin part, and fometimes Minifters were /7.¢.34,35.39-Zozom.biff, 
fet over them without their councell and advice, Bie 18,19.N gait a4 
whofe Miniftery notwithftanding was not reputed oe eo heer it rae pak 
_ yvoydeand of none effe&, If it be objected that many fun. Aninedoer tn policed 
_. things were amiffe in thofe primitive eleGtions , what §./.1.6.7. mor, 16,17.Car-_ 
will follow thence, but that the Miniftery may be ‘#7. reply 2d.partt. parr 
lawfull and good, where there be many wants in the kag viata eff li,2.tit. Et 
manner of calling? Ifthis be not granted, what fhall é ee 
bedone when the people and their Elders be divided in the choice of a fit Off- 
cer, Ifthe people prevaile againft their Elders, he whom they choofe is no Mi- 
~ nifter to them, becaufe not chofen by their fuffrages: if the Elders againit the 

people, he whom they approve is no Minifter unto them, becaufe not chofen by 
their fuffrage; And fo ifthere be diffention they mutt feperate from, or excom- 
municate one another, becaufe he is no Minifter to the one whom the others 
approve, The Orthodox Paftors did profeffe, fo that the Donatists would re< 
turne to the true and Apoftolicall do&trine, they would not difallow their Bi- 
fhops, that they might underitand that Catholiques did not detelt Chriftian 
confecration (as Auguftine fpeakes) by humane error. The high Priefthood 
was bought and fold for money, and fometimes made annuall, and every yeare 
new high Prieftscreated, Sicut ifti prafetti quos fingulzs annis promutant veges, 
as Sol: archi faith, That as every man would lay out more or leffe money, he 
fhould get or lofe the Priefthood, which may be feene in the examples of fa/ox 
or Menelaus. | 
\Nevertheleffe, fo long as the 7ewes continued the true fo/. Anti. L290. ¢. 18.0 4. 
Church of God, the Priefthood was true alfo. The re- See Ambrof. de officéjs, |. 14 


formed ; : . 6 $9. Hieron. ad Ocean eg 
ormed Churches who have feperated from the abho Epist.ad Nepotian. T.(.Re- 


minations of Rome, profeffe the firft reformers among 4), 1/54, 41. a Revet. (a= 


them received fome ordinary calling in the Romane tholorth.traéf.2. 9.8. Sed.3. 

Synagogue, They that thinke the bafeft of Rome, will (Cartw. Reply2. par. t. pa. 

acknowledge Baptifme unduely adminiftred by Priefts 273: r 

or Jefuiites, to befor fubftance the holy Sacrament of Chrift. And if the Bap- 

tifme of God may be derived from the Miniftery, it is no abfurditie to thinke 
aN RE SEPA aie se ect thar 
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80 3 The Reply to the Anfwer of the feventh Pofition, : 
that the firft {eekers of reformation derived authoritiefromChrift to preachthe | 
- Word and adminifter the Sacraments by.them, as Stewards ufed of God to fee | 
them in that office: for the feekers of reformation derived. their authoritie from. 
God, and that which is inftituted by Chrift, is not made voyde by the corrupti- 
ons of men. 3 2 
The third and fourth.confideration we will paffe over, becaufe from what hath 
been fpoken, itiseafie to underftand in what fenfe they may be admitted, and in 
what denyed,and we have no defire to trouble you with the examination of that 
which falleth not into queftion. | ; ones 
As for the fecond branch of your Anfwer, that incafethe Church hall with2 - 
out caufe, or without fufficient weightie caufe, rafhly or wilfully fet him afide 
whom Chrift hath fet over them, yet he ftill remaines a Minifter of Chrift\(un-_ 
till he.accepts of a call from another people ) in whofe account, notwithftand= 
ing fuch Depofitions, he hath true right.of adminiltring among that people : 
We know not well your meaning;.if this be your minde that a Minifter lawfully 
called and fet over one Congregation, is to be efteemed,a Minifter in the ufuall 
Church, as the particular Church hath unitie with, and is partof the univerfal] 
or Catholique: and.as.a partie, baptized is not baptized into that particular 
Congregation onely, but.into all Churches ;,andthat the Minifteryisone, Cz. 
jus a fingulisin foliavm pars tenctur, as, Cyprian {peakes , and therefore though 
the Minifter be unjuftly caft offby one Congregation, yet he is not tobe eftee- 
med asno Minilter, we freely confent. , But if your meaning be that heis.onel 
by righta Minitter ofthat particular Congregation, becaufe, unjuitly depofed, 
as formerly inthe execution of his office he was.a Miniter to them onely, and to 
none other focietie whatfoever, or in what ref{pe& foever 5 your opinion iscon= 
trary to the judgement and praétife of the univerfall Church » and tendeth to 
deftroy the unitie of the Church, and that communion which the Churches of 
God may and ougheto,haye.one with another ; for if he be not.a Minifterin 
other Ghurches, then are.not the Churches of God one, nor, the Minifters one, 
nor theflocke which they.feed one; nor the Communion one which they have 
each with other, And if the Paftor .derive-all hs, authoritie to feedesfrom the 
Church, when the Church hath fet him afide, what right hath he toadniinifter 
among that people. .Ifthey. erre in their depofitton;,it.is tue, they fintie agai 
Chiriite Butas they give right to'an uawortay.man, to adminiller aniong them) 
ifthey calbbim uinjully, fo.they, rake right from the worthy it wrongfally they 
depofe him. The Minitter.is for his Miniftecy the office forthe,execution, andifo 
the Paftor and the flocke are relatives : Andtherefore if their EleGtion gave 
him authoritie among them,to feed), their, cafting himoff hath ftripped-himof 
the fame power which formerly they gaye him..,And his minitery. ceafing,y he 
should ceafe to be their Minifter, if he flood as Minifter,onely tothatCongrega- | 
tion in every refpect. | : | 
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The Reply to the Anfwer of the eighth Poftion, ge 


W hit. de pent. 4. 4. Sec. 10. pa. 55.9. Certe lex nature ¢s ratio clamitat tujus ef infritus 
cre ejus eff deffruere, five deftituere, ad quem institutio pertinet ad’ eundem deftitutionemt 
| "Seu defiruttionem pertinere. Rob. aga. B.p: 244. Tf the Congregation may:chule and cleé& theit 

Governours, then they may refufe and reprobate them, Reh: 
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That one Minifter cannot performe any minifteriall act in another. Con- 

gregation. ! | wits 

wnfwer, 4 4 VETO 


| ¥F you take minifteriall a& improperly as fometimesit is taken by fome, onely 
| | gutter the Minifter of one Church doth exercife his gifts of praying and prea 
_ ching in another Church, being by themfelves fo defired) Then we anfwer, in 
this fenfe a Minifter of one Church may doa minifteriall a& in anothers: y hich 
he doth not perform by vertue of any calling, but onely by his: gifts:;and thus 
upon any occafion we mutually perform thofe!acts»one;in: anothers: Churches: 
But if you meaneby minifteriall a&, {uch an a& of authoritie and power in dit 
penfing of Gods ordinance as a Minifterdoth perform to the Church , where- 
unto he is called to bea Minifter; then wedeny that he can fo perform any mi- 
nifterial] at to any other Church’but his own, becaufe his office extends no fur- 
ther then his call, For that folemne charge, 4&, 20. 28, is not to feed all flocks, 
but that one flock onely, over which the holy Ghoft hath made them over- feers, 
If the queftion were propounded to any Minifter fo exercifing in an others 
Church, which was once to our Saviour by the chief Priefts and Elders: By what 
power doeft thou thefe things, and who gave thee this aurhoritie ? let that Minifter 
whofoever he be, ftudy. how to make an anfwer, | 
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Reply, 


T He preaching of the Word, publick prayer in the congregation met tope- 

ther folemnly to worfhip God, and.the adminiftration of the Sacraments,are 
atts properly minitte:iail (if any other) to be performed by power Ta berkte 
and authoritie from Chrilt, as youacknowledge, for the preach. duty Agee He Ad 
ing of the Word, and difpenfation of the Seales in your fecond ftors’ paftoriall F 
Confideration, But thefea&sone Minitter may performeinano- office. D. A- | 
ther.Gongregation; ortowardsthe:members of another Church, ?% Nei Orie | 
- You Kiow' by whom your queftion hath been propounded touch- P97" 
_ ing one Minitters exercifing in another MiniftersChurch, and how ithath been» | 
| anfwered ;andif you fee more light and truth then formerly, we would defire 
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go The Reply to the Anfwer of the eighth Pofition, - 


you fubftantially to confute what anfwers fome of you haye returned to that | 

ne act demand. Zo admit (faith Mr, 7..D.) thofe that are known members 

: ns her Church to Comvunion in the Sacraments upon fitting occa- 
4.2900 of another ‘hbo. (ormuaes the Sacraments upon fitting occa 

. fions I hold lawfull, and do profeffemy readine[fe to practife according. 

Apol.exam.of fy, Again, I conceive that (befdes my wsember hip elfe Where, and Be 

textsep. 288. right which thofe Churches give-to known paffants of being admitted 

_ tothe Communion for a foort time) both himfelf and the whole Church acknowledge 

me for a member with them. for the time of my abode in that fervice, which they teftia 

fred by defiring the help of my publick labours, and their cheerfull admittance of me 

to that ordinance during that time without the leaft [cruple. And ifa Minifter may 

pray, preach, bleffe the congregation in. the name of the Lord, and receive the || 

Sacrament with them, being thereunto requefted ; we doubt not but by confent | 

of the Paftor and the Congregation he may lawfully difpenfe the Seals amongft 

them alfo as need and occafion requires, 3 

That diftinction of preaching by office, and exercifing his gifts onely, when 

it is done by a Minifter, and defired ofnone but Minifters, and that in folemne, 

- feticonftant Church-affemblies,we cannot find warranted inthe Word of truth, | 


and therefore we dare not receiveit. | : 
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